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Provider questions and answers on Medication Administration in the HCBS programs.

Link to the Health Standards Home and Community Based Services web page: 
http://new.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/directory/detail/719 

Notice:  Due to the relocation of the Health Standards offices, hand delivery of license renewal packets is discouraged.  Please allow sufficient time to complete the renewal process prior to the expiration date of the license and follow mailing instructions included with the license renewal letter sent to you.   



1. Are Nurse Delegations required for Self Direction?  If so, how would the staff get the RN training and oversight?
Currently the DSW rule says that DSWs who work with clients in a self- direction program must have the training.  Since HSS has no regulatory authority over clients in self direction, this is an issue that the program offices will need to look at and consider options.  

1. Will DSW Medication Delegation training (certification) be transferrable between provider agencies?  (Providers are concerned they will go to the expense of training a DSW who will go to work for another provider.)
Training can be transferred from one agency to another.  The provider to whom the DSW transfers to, will need to assure that they receive documentation that the DSW successfully completed the training.  This documentation will need to be filed in the employee’s personnel record.  The receiving agency would still be responsible for any client specific training that is needed and assurance of the worker’s competency.    

1. Does a DSW with a Certified Medication Attendant certificate qualify as already trained or do they have to go thru this specific training?  (May have worked at an IC/DD facility)
If a DSW has current certification as a certified medication attendant (CMA), they do not need to take the 16 hour medication administration training in the DSW rule.  If the CMA will also be assigned to perform additional non-complex tasks for the client, the provider will need to assure that they are competent to do so. 

1. Can a provider refuse to serve a participant if the participant needs Nurse Med Dels. (Provider chooses not to participate.) (One provider said that Terry Cooper said the DSP can refuse to serve.)
The provider should assess whether they have the capacity to meet the needs and to assure health and safety of any client they serve.  If they feel they cannot do this, they may decline admission of the client or initiate discharge as per proper protocols.


