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Policy Name Policy Number 
Diagnostic Mammograms ABHLA-RP-0006 

Policy Type 

Medical Administrative Pharmacy Reimbursement 
 

Aetna Better Health of Louisiana reimbursement policies are intended to provide a general reference 
for claims filing, coding and documentation guidelines. Coding methodology, regulatory requirements, 
industry-standard claims logic, benefits design and other factors not listed in this policy statement are 
considered in the development of reimbursement policies. 
 
In addition to this Policy, reimbursement of rendered services are subject to member benefits, 
eligibility on the date of service, medical necessity, other plan policies and procedures, claim editing 
logic, provider contracts and all applicable authorization, notification and utilization management 
guidelines set forth by the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) and Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS).  
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A. Overview 

 
A diagnostic mammography is a radiologic procedure furnished to a man or woman with signs and 
symptoms of breast disease, or a personal history of breast cancer, or a personal history of biopsy 
proven benign breast disease and includes a physician’s interpretation of the results of the procedure. 

 

 

B.  Policy 
 
This policy is to provide a guide for medical coding and editing guidelines for diagnostic mammograms 
based on Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Claims Processing Manual.  
 
According to CMS Claims Processing Manual, diagnostic mammograms are covered if billed with 
appropriate diagnosis.  
 
A radiological mammogram is a covered diagnostic test under the following conditions:  

 A patient has distinct signs and symptoms for which a mammogram is indicated  

 A patient has a history of breast cancer 

 A patient is asymptomatic but, based on the patient’s history and other factors the physician 
considers significant, the physician’s judgment is that a mammogram is appropriate. 

 

 

C.  Definitions 

 

Term Definition 
Aetna Better Health 
of Louisiana (ABHLA) 

A subsidiary of CVS Health Corporation, Medicaid subsidiary that provides 
plan management and other administrative services for the Louisiana 
Medicaid program. 

Current Procedural 
Terminology (CPT) 

A medical code set maintained by the American Medical Association 
through the CPT Editorial Panel. The CPT code set (copyright protected by 
the AMA) describes medical, surgical, and diagnostic services and is 
designed to communicate uniform information about medical services and 
procedures among physicians, coders, patients, accreditation organizations, 
and payers for administrative, financial, and analytical purposes. 

Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) 

Federal agency that provides health coverage through Medicare, Medicaid, 
the Children's Health Insurance Program, and the Health Insurance 
Marketplace. CMS works in partnership with the entire health care 
community to improve quality, equity, and outcomes in the health care 
system. 

Healthcare Common 
Procedure Coding 
System (HCPCS) 

Level II of the HCPCS is a standardized coding system that is used primarily 
to identify products, supplies, and services not included in the CPT codes, 
such as Ambulance Services, Durable Medical Equipment, Prosthetics, 
Orthotics, and Supplies (DMEPOS) when used outside a physician's office. 
Because Medicare and other insurers cover a variety of services, supplies, 
and equipment that are not identified by CPT codes, the level II HCPCS 
codes were established for submitting claims for these items. 

International 
Statistical 
Classification of 
Diseases (ICD-10) 

The 10th revision of the (ICD), a medical classification list by the World 
Health Organization (WHO). It contains codes for diseases, signs and 
symptoms, abnormal findings, complaints, social circumstances, and 
external causes of injury or diseases. 
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Medicaid  Medicaid provides health coverage to millions of Americans, including 
eligible low-income adults, children, pregnant women, elderly adults, and 
people with disabilities. Medicaid is administered by states, according to 
federal requirements. The program is funded jointly by states and the federal 
government. 

Medicare  Medicare is a health insurance program for: people age sixty-five (65) or 
older, people under aged sixty-five (65) with certain disabilities, and people 
of all ages with End-Stage Renal Disease (permanent kidney failure requiring 
dialysis or a kidney transplant). 

 

 

CPT/HCPC Codes Description 
77065 Diagnostic mammography, including computer-aided detection (CAD) when 

performed; unilateral. 

77066 Diagnostic mammography, including computer-aided detection (CAD) when 
performed; bilateral. 

G0279 Diagnostic digital breast tomosynthesis, unilateral or bilateral (List 
separately in addition to code for primary procedure). 

 
 

 

D.  Reimbursement Guidelines 

 
In accordance with correct coding, ABH LA will only reimburse for diagnostic mammograms (CPT 
Codes 77065, 77066 & HCPCS Code: G0279) that are billed with appropriate diagnoses codes. 
 
Refer to Supporting ICD-10 codes for 77065, 77066 & HCPCS Code: G0279 Excel 

 
Examples of covered diagnoses: 
· Bariatric surgery status (Z98.84) 
· ESRD (N18.3-N18.6) 
· Hypercalcemia (E83.5-E83.59) 
· Hypervitaminosis D (E67.3) 
· Long term [current] use of insulin; steroids; other medications (Z79.3-Z79.4, Z79.5-Z79.52, Z79.8-
Z79.899) 
· Other psoriasis (L40-L40.9) 
· Protein-calorie malnutrition (E43) 
· Vitamin D deficiency (E55-E55.9, E64.3, M83-M83.9) 

 
 
Supporting ICD-10 codes for 77065, 77066 & HCPCS Code: G0279 Excel 

 

Supporting ICD-10 

codes for 77065, 77066 HCPCS Code G0279.xlsx
 

 

 

 

E. Review/Revision Date 


ICD-10

		Supporting ICD-10 codes for 77065, 77066 & HCPCS Code: G0279

		C43.52 Malignant melanoma of skin of breast

		C43.59 Malignant melanoma of other part of trunk

		C44.511 Basal cell carcinoma of skin of breast

		C44.519 Basal cell carcinoma of skin of other part of trunk

		C44.521 Squamous cell carcinoma of skin of breast

		C44.529 Squamous cell carcinoma of skin of other part of trunk

		C44.591 Other specified malignant neoplasm of skin of breast

		C44.599 Other specified malignant neoplasm of skin of other part of trunk

		C45.9 Mesothelioma, unspecified

		C50.011 Malignant neoplasm of nipple and areola, right female breast

		C50.012 Malignant neoplasm of nipple and areola, left female breast

		C50.021 Malignant neoplasm of nipple and areola, right male breast

		C50.022 Malignant neoplasm of nipple and areola, left male breast

		C50.112 Malignant neoplasm of central portion of left female breast

		C50.121 Malignant neoplasm of central portion of right male breast

		C50.122 Malignant neoplasm of central portion of left male breast

		C50.211 Malignant neoplasm of upper-inner quadrant of right female breast

		C50.212 Malignant neoplasm of upper-inner quadrant of left female breast

		C50.221 Malignant neoplasm of upper-inner quadrant of right male breast

		C50.222 Malignant neoplasm of upper-inner quadrant of left male breast

		C50.311 Malignant neoplasm of lower-inner quadrant of right female breast

		C50.312 Malignant neoplasm of lower-inner quadrant of left female breast

		C50.321 Malignant neoplasm of lower-inner quadrant of right male breast

		C50.322 Malignant neoplasm of lower-inner quadrant of left male breast

		C50.411 Malignant neoplasm of upper-outer quadrant of right female breast

		C50.412 Malignant neoplasm of upper-outer quadrant of left female breast

		C50.421 Malignant neoplasm of upper-outer quadrant of right male breast

		C50.422 Malignant neoplasm of upper-outer quadrant of left male breast

		C50.511 Malignant neoplasm of lower-outer quadrant of right female breast

		C50.512 Malignant neoplasm of lower-outer quadrant of left female breast

		C50.521 Malignant neoplasm of lower-outer quadrant of right male breast

		C50.522 Malignant neoplasm of lower-outer quadrant of left male breast

		C50.611 Malignant neoplasm of axillary tail of right female breast

		C50.612 Malignant neoplasm of axillary tail of left female breast

		C50.111 Malignant neoplasm of central portion of right female breast

		C50.621 Malignant neoplasm of axillary tail of right male breast

		C50.622 Malignant neoplasm of axillary tail of left male breast

		C50.811 Malignant neoplasm of overlapping sites of right female breast

		C50.812 Malignant neoplasm of overlapping sites of left female breast

		C50.821 Malignant neoplasm of overlapping sites of right male breast

		C50.822 Malignant neoplasm of overlapping sites of left male breast

		C56.1 Malignant neoplasm of right ovary

		C56.2 Malignant neoplasm of left ovary

		C77.3 Secondary and unspecified malignant neoplasm of axilla and upper limb lymph nodes

		C78.01 Secondary malignant neoplasm of right lung

		C78.02 Secondary malignant neoplasm of left lung

		C78.1 Secondary malignant neoplasm of mediastinum

		C78.2 Secondary malignant neoplasm of pleura

		C78.7 Secondary malignant neoplasm of liver and intrahepatic bile duct

		C79.2 Secondary malignant neoplasm of skin

		C79.31 Secondary malignant neoplasm of brain

		C79.32 Secondary malignant neoplasm of cerebral meninges

		C79.40 Secondary malignant neoplasm of unspecified part of nervous system

		C79.49 Secondary malignant neoplasm of other parts of nervous system

		C79.51 Secondary malignant neoplasm of bone

		C79.52 Secondary malignant neoplasm of bone marrow

		C79.61 Secondary malignant neoplasm of right ovary

		C79.62 Secondary malignant neoplasm of left ovary

		C79.81 Secondary malignant neoplasm of breast

		C80.0 Disseminated malignant neoplasm, unspecified

		C80.1 Malignant (primary) neoplasm, unspecified

		C84.7A Anaplastic large cell lymphoma, ALK-negative, breast

		D03.52 Melanoma in situ of breast (skin) (soft tissue)

		D03.59 Melanoma in situ of other part of trunk

		D04.5 Carcinoma in situ of skin of trunk

		D05.01 Lobular carcinoma in situ of right breast

		D05.02 Lobular carcinoma in situ of left breast

		D05.11 Intraductal carcinoma in situ of right breast

		D05.12 Intraductal carcinoma in situ of left breast

		D05.81 Other specified type of carcinoma in situ of right breast

		D05.82 Other specified type of carcinoma in situ of left breast

		D22.5 Melanocytic nevi of trunk

		D23.5 Other benign neoplasm of skin of trunk

		D24.1 Benign neoplasm of right breast

		D24.2 Benign neoplasm of left breast

		D48.5 Neoplasm of uncertain behavior of skin

		D48.61 Neoplasm of uncertain behavior of right breast

		D48.62 Neoplasm of uncertain behavior of left breast

		D49.1 Neoplasm of unspecified behavior of respiratory system

		D49.6 Neoplasm of unspecified behavior of brain

		D49.7 Neoplasm of unspecified behavior of endocrine glands and other parts of nervous system

		I80.8 Phlebitis and thrombophlebitis of other sites

		M70.80 Other soft tissue disorders related to use, overuse and pressure of unspecified site

		M70.88 Other soft tissue disorders related to use, overuse and pressure other site

		M70.89 Other soft tissue disorders related to use, overuse and pressure multiple sites

		M79.5 Residual foreign body in soft tissue

		M79.81 Nontraumatic hematoma of soft tissue

		M79.89 Other specified soft tissue disorders

		N60.01 Solitary cyst of right breast

		N60.02 Solitary cyst of left breast

		N60.11 Diffuse cystic mastopathy of right breast

		N60.12 Diffuse cystic mastopathy of left breast

		N60.21 Fibroadenosis of right breast

		N60.22 Fibroadenosis of left breast

		N60.31 Fibrosclerosis of right breast

		N60.32 Fibrosclerosis of left breast

		N60.41 Mammary duct ectasia of right breast

		N60.42 Mammary duct ectasia of left breast

		N60.81 Other benign mammary dysplasias of right breast

		N60.82 Other benign mammary dysplasias of left breast

		N61.0 Mastitis without abscess

		N61.1 Abscess of the breast and nipple

		N61.21 Granulomatous mastitis, right breast

		N61.22 Granulomatous mastitis, left breast

		N61.23 Granulomatous mastitis, bilateral breast

		N62 Hypertrophy of breast

		N63.11 Unspecified lump in right breast, upper outer quadrant

		N63.12 Unspecified lump in right breast, upper inner quadrant

		N63.13 Unspecified lump in right breast, lower outer quadrant

		N63.14 Unspecified lump in right breast, lower inner quadrant

		N63.15 Unspecified lump in right breast, overlapping quadrants

		N63.21 Unspecified lump in the left breast, upper outer quadrant

		N63.22 Unspecified lump in left breast, upper inner quadrant

		N63.23 Unspecified lump in left breast, lower outer quadrant

		N63.24 Unspecified lump in left breast, lower inner quadrant

		N63.25 Unspecified lump in left breast, overlapping quadrants

		N63.31 Unspecified lump in axillary tail of the right breast

		N63.32 Unspecified lump in axillary tail of the left breast

		N63.41 Unspecified lump in right breast, subareolar

		N63.42 Unspecified lump in left breast, subareolar

		N64.0 Fissure and fistula of nipple N64.1 Fat necrosis of breast

		N64.2 Atrophy of breast

		N64.3 Galactorrhea not associated with childbirth

		N64.4 Mastodynia

		N64.51 Induration of breast

		N64.52 Nipple discharge

		N64.53 Retraction of nipple

		N64.59 Other signs and symptoms in breast

		N64.81 Ptosis of breast

		N64.82 Hypoplasia of breast

		N64.89 Other specified disorders of breast

		N64.9 Disorder of breast, unspecified

		N65.0 Deformity of reconstructed breast

		N65.1 Disproportion of reconstructed breast

		R59.0 Localized enlarged lymph nodes

		R59.1 Generalized enlarged lymph nodes

		R59.9 Enlarged lymph nodes, unspecified

		R92.0 Mammographic microcalcification found on diagnostic imaging of breast

		R92 R92.2 Inconclusive mammogram

		R92.30 Dense breasts, unspecified

		R92.311 Mammographic fatty tissue density, right breast

		R92.312 Mammographic fatty tissue density, left breast

		R92.313 Mammographic fatty tissue density, bilateral breasts

		R92.321 Mammographic fibroglandular density, right breast

		R92.322 Mammographic fibroglandular density, left breast

		R92.323 Mammographic fibroglandular density, bilateral breasts

		R92.331 Mammographic heterogeneous density, right breast

		R92.332 Mammographic heterogeneous density, left breast

		R92.333 Mammographic heterogeneous density, bilateral breasts

		R92.341 Mammographic extreme density, right breast

		R92.342 Mammographic extreme density, left breast

		R92.343 Mammographic extreme density, bilateral breasts

		R92.8 Other abnormal and inconclusive findings on diagnostic imaging of breast. 

		R93.9 Diagnostic imaging inconclusive due to excess body fat of patient

		S20.01xA Contusion of right breast, initial encounter

		S20.02xA Contusion of left breast, initial encounter

		S21.011A Laceration without foreign body of right breast, initial encounter

		S21.012A Laceration without foreign body of left breast, initial encounter

		S21.021A Laceration with foreign body of right breast, initial encounter

		S21.022A Laceration with foreign body of left breast, initial encounter

		S21.031A Puncture wound without foreign body of right breast, initial encounter

		S21.032A Puncture wound without foreign body of left breast, initial encounter

		S21.041A Puncture wound with foreign body of right breast, initial encounter

		S21.042A Puncture wound with foreign body of left breast, initial encounter

		S21.051A Open bite of right breast, initial encounter

		S21.052A Open bite of left breast, initial encounter

		S28.211A Complete traumatic amputation of right breast, initial encounter

		S28.212A Complete traumatic amputation of left breast, initial encounter

		S28.221A Partial traumatic amputation of right breast, initial encounter

		S28.222A Partial traumatic amputation of left breast, initial encounter

		S29.091A Other injury of muscle and tendon of front wall of thorax, initial encounter

		S29.099A Other injury of muscle and tendon of unspecified wall of thorax, initial encounter

		S29.8xxA Other specified injuries of thorax, initial encounter

		S39.091A Other injury of muscle, fascia and tendon of abdomen, initial encounter

		S39.81xA Other specified injuries of abdomen, initial encounter

		T85.41xA Breakdown (mechanical) of breast prosthesis and implant, initial encounter

		T85.42xA Displacement of breast prosthesis and implant, initial encounter

		T85.43xA Leakage of breast prosthesis and implant, initial encounter

		T85.44xA Capsular contracture of breast implant, initial encounter

		T85.49xA Other mechanical complication of breast prosthesis and implant, initial encounter

		T85.79xA Infection and inflammatory reaction due to other internal prosthetic devices, implants and grafts, initial encounter

		Z03.89 Encounter for observation for other suspected diseases and conditions ruled out

		Z08 Encounter for follow-up examination after completed treatment for malignant neoplasm

		Z77.123 Contact with and (suspected) exposure to radon and other naturally occurring radiation

		Z77.128 Contact with and (suspected) exposure to other hazards in the physical environment

		Z77.9 Other contact with and (suspected) exposures hazardous to health

		Z85.3 Personal history of malignant neoplasm of breast

		Z85.831 Personal history of malignant neoplasm of soft tissue Z85.89 Personal history of malignant neoplasm of other organs and systems

		Z86.000 Personal history of in-situ neoplasm of breast

		Z91.89 Other specified personal risk factors, not elsewhere classified

		Z92.89 Personal history of other medical treatment

		Z98.82 Breast implant status

		Z98.86 Personal history of breast implant removal
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Action Date Comments 

Date Issued  Date issued contingent upon LDH approval 

Date Revised   

Effective Date  Effective date contingent upon LDH approval 

 

F. Resources 
 
Louisiana Department of Health State Contract, regulations, Provider Manual, fee schedules and 
notices 
http://www.lamedicaid.com/provweb1/Providermanuals/manuals/PS/PS.pdf 
 
Individual state Medicaid regulations, manuals & fee schedules 
http://www.lamedicaid.com/provweb1/fee_schedules/feeschedulesindex.htm 
 
American Medical Association, Current Procedural Terminology ( CPT® ) Professional Edition and 
associated publications and services 
https://www.ama-assn.org/ 
 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, CMS Manual System and other CMS publications and 
services https://www.cms.gov/ 

 CMS IOM 100-04-Claims Processing Manual: IOM 100-04, Chapter 18, Section 20.2  

 CMS IOM 100-03-NCD Manual: Chapter 1, Part 4, Section 220.4   
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