
Opioid Surveillance Update 
for HOPE Council

July 11, 2024

Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Program
OPH Bureau of Health Informatics

Tranettea Williams, MPH Nell Wilson, MPA
Opioid Surveillance Manager Opioid Surveillance Program Director



Provisional Counts of Drug Overdose Deaths
United States, 12 Month-ending December 2023
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 -2.8%

 -3.3%

 -1.7%

Source: NCHS, National Vital Statistics System, 2016-2023. Extracted 7/2024 by the Louisiana 
Opioid Surveillance Initiative.  
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 -8.7%

 -21.9%

 -19.2%

Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Registration System, extracted 7/2024 by the Louisiana Opioid 
Surveillance Initiative

Provisional Counts of Drug-Involved Deaths
Occurring in Louisiana, 2016-2023



Emergency Department Visits by Chief Complaint,
Louisiana 2021-2023
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Opioid-related visits

Note: The graphs have been magnified to better display the trend. 
Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Recording System, extracted 02/2024 by the Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Initiative
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Emergency Department Visits by Chief Complaint,
Louisiana 2021-2023

Note: The graphs have been magnified to better display the trend. 
Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Recording System, extracted 02/2024 by the Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Initiative



Percent Positive in Postmortem Toxicology for Drugs of Concern
Louisiana, 2019-2023

Source: NMS Labs, Inc reported to OPH Bureau of Health Informatics, extracted 07/2024 
by the Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Initiative.

Xylazine Mitragynine/Kratom



“Opioids Present” Analysis of Drug-Involved Deaths
Improving surveillance of opioid-involved deaths using the “opioids present“ button



Drug-Involved and Opioid-Involved Deaths
Occurring in Louisiana, 2020-2023

Drug-involved deaths:
 Drug-related ICD codes
 In any cause of death field

Opioid-involved deaths:
 Drug-related ICD codes
 Opioid-related ICD codes
 Any cause of death field



Drug-Involved, Opioid-Involved, and Opioids Present Deaths
Occurring in Louisiana, 2020-2023

Drug-involved deaths:
 Drug-related ICD codes
 In any cause of death field

Opioid-involved deaths:
 Drug-related ICD codes
 Opioid-related ICD codes
 Any cause of death field

Opioids Present deaths:
 Drug-related ICD codes
 Any cause of death field
 “Opioids Present” = Yes



Drug-Involved with Opioid-Involved and Opioids Present Deaths Combined
Occurring in Louisiana, 2020-2023

Drug-involved deaths:
 Drug-related ICD codes
 In any cause of death field

Opioid-involved deaths:
 Drug-related ICD codes
 Opioid-related ICD codes 

OR “Opioids Present” = Yes
 Any cause of death field



“Opioids Present” Analysis of Drug-Involved Deaths
Improving surveillance of opioid-involved deaths using the “opioids present“ button

Drug-Involved and Opioid-Involved Deaths
Occurring in Louisiana, 2020-2023

Drug-Involved and Opioid-Involved + Opioids Present Deaths
Occurring in Louisiana, 2020-2023
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https://lodss.ldh.la.gov
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