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Naloxone Now Available for Emergency Overdose Treatment Via Standing Order 
 
Laypeople who come to the aid of an individual who has overdosed on heroin, morphine or other opioid drugs 
can now receive the lifesaving medication naloxone without having to get a direct prescription from a doctor. 
Naloxone is an antidote medication that reverses an opioid overdose. Used by medical professionals for years, 
naloxone is an effective way to counteract an overdose and save lives. 

The state of Louisiana has issued a standing order for naloxone. This allows for participating pharmacists to 
dispense naloxone to laypeople including caregivers, family and friends of an opioid user. This standing order 
also includes directions on how to administer naloxone to someone who has overdosed. 

Now, anyone can get naloxone from a participating pharmacy in case they need to assist someone who is 
overdosing. Those who receive naloxone will be provided education about how to recognize an overdose, how 
to store and administer the medication, and emergency follow-up procedures. 

Dr. Rebekah Gee, secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH), signed the standing order. LDH 
strives to protect and promote health statewide and to ensure access to medical, preventive and rehabilitative 
services for all state residents.  Making naloxone widely available is an important tool in saving the lives of 
people who have overdosed on opioids. 

Please refer to the standing order below for details.  
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