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Agenda

Review

Discussion

Next Steps / 

Adjournment

Welcome

Time Agenda

9:00 AM – 9:10- AM

(10 min)

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Introduction/Welcome New Members (New LDVA Representative: Ronald Callegari )

4. Approval of March 9, 2023 Agenda

5. Approval of January 2023 HOPE Minutes

9:10 AM – 10:10AM

(60 min)

6. Presentations:

Harm Reduction & SSPs in Louisiana 
M. Stainback, Peyton Boozer, Mary Beth Campbell, Foster Noone, Sara Jane Robertson

OPH Opioid Data Update 
Tranetta Williams, Nell Wilson/OPH

10:10 AM – 10:40 AM

(30 min)

7. General Updates
a. Healthcare Impact Group –Discussion of preliminary recommendations –J.Hussey

b. Public Safety Impact Group –Shelley Edgerton

c. Community Impact Group –Allison Smith

d. Other Updates

10:40 AM  - 10:50 AM

(10 min)
8.     Public Comments

10:50 AM – 11:00 AM

(15 min)

9. Discussion & Next Steps

a. Future Presentations?

b. Impact Workgroups: HOPE@LA.GOV

c. Next Meeting: June 8th, 2023, 9-11 AM LDH Bienville Bldg. Rm. 118

11:00 AM

10.  Adjourn 

Future HOPE Council Meetings

June 8, 2023, 9-11 am

Th. Sep. 7th 9-11

Th. Dec. 7th 9-11

mailto:HOPE@LA.GOV


HOPE Council Members

Chair: James Hussey, MD, Medical Director, Office of Behavioral Health 

Co-Chair: Dr. Allison Smith, Program Administrator, Board of Regents 

 Lori Miller, DCFS Child Protection Services Program Manager

Michael Comeaux, Dept. of Education Healthy Communities Section Leader 

Shelly B. Edgerton, Dept. of Corrections (replacing Blake LeBlanc)

Captain Heath Guillotte, Superintendent of State Police designee: 

Ronald Callegari; Program Coordinator, Compliance Team, LA Veteran Homes 

Tavares Walker, Office of Workers' Compensation, Louisiana Workforce Commission

 Senator Regina Barrow, President of Senate designee: District 15 

Elsie Joanne Brown, Speaker of the House designee

Monica Taylor, Special Projects Representative, Louisiana Attorney General’s Office

Crystal Lewis, Commissioner of Insurance designee

Timothy Marcel, Judge, Division “E,” 29th Judicial District Court, St. Charles Parish
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Harm Reduction and Syringe Services 
Programs: An Overview

Presentation to the HOPE Council

Thursday, March 9th, 2023



The Presenters

• Dr. Melissa Stainback, PhD (Region 5 Opioid Coordinator, Imperial Calcasieu 
Human Service Authority, OPH)

Melissa.Stainback@la.gov
• Peyton Boozer (Harm Reduction Coordinator, SW LA Do No Harm)

peyton.boozer@swlahec.com

• Mary Beth Campbell, MSPH MPH (Harm Reduction Supervisor, OPH)
Mary.Campbell2@la.gov

• Foster Noone, BS (Statewide Syringe Service Program Monitor, OPH)
Foster.Noone@la.gov

• Sarah Jane Robertson, MPH (Harm Reduction Supply Portal Monitor, OPH)
Sarah.Robertson@la.gov
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Acronyms

• SSPs – Syringe Service Programs

• PWID – People Who Inject Drugs

• MAT – Medication-Assisted Treatment

• OEND – Overdose Education and Naloxone Distribution

• NHBS Survey – National HIV Behavioral Surveillance Survey



What is Harm Reduction?



Harm reduction is a set of practical strategies and ideas aimed at reducing negative 

consequences associated with drug use. 

Harm Reduction is also a movement for social justice built on a belief in, and respect 

for, the rights of people who use drugs.



Harm Reduction As a Public Health Strategy

PRINCIPLES OF HARM REDUCTION:
• Non-judgmental approach that meets people where they are at
• Treating all individuals with dignity, compassion, and respect
• Focus on de-stigmatization of substance use disorder
• Accepting behavior change as an incremental process. People are much 

more likely to take multiple tiny steps, rather than one or two huge steps
• Include voice of individuals in active addiction, in recovery, and within the 

community 
• Focus on quality life improvements over abstinence
• Individual as the primary agent responsible for reducing the harms related 

to their substance use



Harm Reduction in Region 5



Source: Calcasieu Parish Coroner's Office



Total Overdose Deaths 2022 –
Calcasieu Parish

•65 total deaths
•Average age of 35 years old – age range from under 

age 18 – 63 years
• The vast majority (95%) had a previously reported 

history of prior drug use, but only 19% had a 
documented history of seeking care.
• Fentanyl is the main driver overdose of mortality.



Toxicology Results

Of the 65 deaths reported 

in 2022, 77% had 

Fentanyl present on 

toxicology results and 

18% did not. 

Note:  Most cases involved multiple substances



Free Supplies and Services 
• Informational materials and education 
• Narcan & Narcan training 
• Fentanyl test strips 
• Sterile injection equipment 
• Wound care kits 
• Condoms & lube 
• HIV / Hep C / Syphilis testing 
• Linkage to resources 
• Community outreach events 
• Non-emergency hotline for support

SWLA DO NO HARM
Harm reduction outreach program



• Serves LDH Region V of Louisiana including Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron, 
and Jefferson Davis Parishes 

• Offers in-person outreach events, mobile unit for distribution and testing, peer-to-
peer distribution, and free mail service of supplies

• Makes programmatic changes according to specific community needs as 
determined by community partners & PWUD

• Housed under Southwest Louisiana Area Health Education Center and partly 
funded by Imperial Calcasieu Human Services Authority 

SWLA DO NO HARM
Harm reduction outreach program





Community Partners

• Louisiana Department of Health 

• ER Bridge Program 

• Comprehensive Care Center

• Calcasieu Parish Re-Entry Program 

• Calcasieu Parish Probation & Parole 

• Calcasieu & Cameron Parish Libraries

• Abraham’s Tent 

• Water's Edge Houseless Outreach

• Read Free Louisiana 

• Regional services

• Local restaurants & bars

SWLA DO NO HARM
Harm reduction outreach program





Source: Acadian Ambulance

Overdose Calls with Narcan Deployed, 2019-2022
Acadian Ambulance



Data Review
Calcasieu Parish Coroner’s Office













Syringe Service Programs (SSPs)



What are Syringe Service Programs (SSPs)?

• SSPs are physical harm reduction sites that offer a wide variety 
of services to people who inject drugs (PWID)
• Sterile syringes and injection equipment
• Safer sex supplies (e.g., condoms)
• Wound care supplies and services
• Overdose prevention (Narcan/naloxone, fentanyl test strips)
• Education (OD prevention, HIV/HCV/STI prevention)
• Mobile and fixed site services
• Safer syringe disposal
• Connection to medical and social services, including HIV/HCV/STI 

screening and treatment, medication-assisted treatment (MAT), and 
vaccinations



SSPs: An Effective Public Health Intervention

• Over 30 years’ of research and data on effectiveness of SSPs

• SSPs, on their own, are associated with an estimated 50% 
reduction in HIV and HCV incidence1,2

• When MAT services are available, both HIV and HCV transmission 
reduced by ~2/33

• Access to SSPs is associated with an up to six-fold decrease in 
HIV risk behaviors4



SSP participants are ...

more likely to 
report a reduction 

in injection 
frequency1,7

more likely to enter 
a drug treatment 

program1

more likely to stop 
using drugs1

x3 x3x5

than non-participant PWID















SSPs play a key role in reduction of other sequelae 
association with IDU (e.g., bacterial and fungal 
infections, overdose deaths)5





A 2015 NHBS Survey found that the more syringes SSPs distributed/# PWID, the more 
likely PWID were to dispose of used syringes safely1,8



SSPs are leaders in OEND and provide culturally relevant services6











what’s next / what can HOPE council do
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Opioid Surveillance Update for 
HOPE Council

March 9, 2023

Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Program
OPH Bureau of Health Informatics

Tranettea Williams, MPH
Opioid Surveillance Manager



Provisional Counts of Drug Overdose Deaths

United States, 12 Month-ending September 2022

Source: National Center for Health Statistics. Provisional drug overdose death counts. 2022.



Number of Drug Overdose Deaths by Drug Type

United States, 12 Month-ending September 2022

Source: National Center for Health Statistics. Provisional drug overdose death counts. 2022.



Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Registration System, extracted 2/2023 by the Louisiana Opioid 

Surveillance Initiative

Drug-Involved Deaths by Month by Drug
Louisiana, 2019-2022
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Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Registration System, extracted 2/2023 by the Louisiana Opioid 

Surveillance Initiative

Opioid-Involved Deaths by Month by Drug
Louisiana, 2019-2022
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Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Registration System, extracted 2/2023 by the Louisiana Opioid 

Surveillance Initiative

Synthetic Opioid-Involved Deaths by Month by Drug
Louisiana, 2019-2022
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Emergency Department Overdose Visits by Quarter,

Louisiana

2021 - 2022

Source: Electronic Surveillance System for the Early Notification of Community-based Epidemics (ESSENCE), Bureau of Infectious 

Disease Epidemiology, analyzed 01/2023 by the Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Initiative

Emergency Department Overdose Visits by Category and Quarter
Louisiana, 2019-2022



Total Opioid Prescriptions per 100 Residents by 
Patient Parish of Residence

Louisiana, 2014 - 2022

Source: Louisiana Prescription Monitoring Program, Louisiana Board of Pharmacy, extracted 03/2023 by the Louisiana Opioid 

Surveillance Initiative
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Top Five Prescriptions in Dispensed by Generic Name 

and Type

Louisiana, 2022

Top Five Prescriptions in Louisiana PMP by Generic Name - Calendar Year 2022

Drug Generic Name Drug Type
Number of 

Prescriptions
Percent of Total

Gabapentin Anticonvulsant 1,545,888 12.7%

Hydrocodone Opioid 1,496,060 12.3%

Dextroamphetamine Amphetamine 1,202,145 10.0%

Alprazolam Benzodiazepine 888,332 7.3%

Tramadol Opioid 611,955 5.0%

Other Controlled Substances 6,420,532 52.7%

Total Prescriptions 12,164,912 100.0%

Source: Louisiana Prescription Monitoring Program, Louisiana Board of Pharmacy. 
Retrieved 3/1/2022



Comprehensive Forensic Toxicology Project
• With Overdose Data to Action grant funds, OPH funds comprehensive 

toxicology testing for suspected drug overdose deaths through a contract 

with National Medical Services, Inc. (NMS Labs.)

• NMS Labs is the preferred toxicology testing company among parish 

coroners. 

• The comprehensive testing panel includes 200+ substances and analogs. 

• Coroners submit samples under chain of custody that is set up under the 

LDH account. 

• Results are submitted directly to the coroners. BHI receives a monthly feed 

of the results. 

• Currently, 54 parishes are submitting toxicology tests through our 

partnership with NMS Labs. 

• From 2019 to 2022, the program has received 7,664 completed toxicology 

panels on suspected overdose deaths in Louisiana. 



Comprehensive Forensic Toxicology Project

Overdose Deaths Initial Findings

Positive Results for 

Any Opioid

2019 66%

2020 69%

2021 75%

2022* 70%

Positive Results for 

Fentanyl

2019 42%

2020 57%

2021 69%

2022* 65%

*Results for 2022 are still outstanding, so these data are preliminary. 



Source: NMSLabs, extracted and analyzed 3/2023 by the Louisiana Opioid Surveillance Initiative.

Comprehensive Forensic Toxicology Project
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*Results for 2022 are still outstanding, so these data are preliminary. 



https://lodss.ldh.la.gov



Nell Wilson, MPA

Project Director

La Opioid Surveillance Program

nell.wilson@la.gov

(225) 342-7437

Questions?

Contributors/Epidemiologists: Anne-Sophie Lasley, Melinda Williams

Tranettea Williams, MPH

Surveillance Manager

La Opioid Surveillance Program

Tranettea.Williams@la.gov

(225) 342-7714



General Updates



Community of Caring HOPE Impact Workgroups

a.Community Impact Group –A. Smith

b.Public Safety Impact Group –S. Edgerton

c.Healthcare Impact Group –J. Hussey

Note: To request invitation to any or all of the above workgroups, please send an 
email to HOPE@LA.GOV

mailto:HOPE@LA.GOV


Other Member/Agency Updates/Announcements?
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Next Steps

Welcome

Public Comment



Discussion & Next Steps Welcome

Organization

Discussion

Next Steps

Future presentations?

• Impact Workgroups: HOPE@LA.GOV
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Organization

Discussion

Next Steps

Welcome

Adjourn

Next Meeting: June 8, 2023 (Thursday)

9 AM to 11 AM 

Future HOPE Council Meetings

Th. Sep. 7th 9-11

Th. Dec. 7th 9-11



Contact:  James.Hussey@la.gov


