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How to Ask the Questions
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How do we reach that goal? 

Provide 
Needed 
Services

Placement 
Meets 
Needs

Identify 
the Person

(Source: Dan Timmel,  CMS,  8-13-2006, 2013)

Diagnosis (or suspicion of) a major mental illness
Dementia: If present, is it primary?
Duration
Disability

intellectual disability/related condition

Anoxia at birth

Arthrogryposis

Autism

Congenital Blindness

Cerebral Palsy

Congenital Deafness

Down Syndrome

Encephalitis

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome

Fredreich�s Ataxia

Hemiparesis

Hemiplegia

Hydrocephaly

Klippel-Feil Syndrome

Meningitis

Multiple Sclerosis

Muscular Dystrophy

Paraparesis

Paraplegia

Polio

PDD 

Prader-Willi syndrome

Quadraplegia

Seizure Disorder

Spina Bifida

Spinal Cord Injury

Traumatic Brain Injury

XXY Syndrome



Least restrictive level of care
Too acute/not acute enough

NF (meets LOC and this NF can meet needs)

NF MUST incorporate ALL PASRR identified services into care plan 

Specialized Services

Services specific to the person to meet required needs

Alternative Placement or Community Services

Community placement
With or without supports

Independent living

Group home

Assisted living

Person directed care

Specialized Services
Highest practicable physical, mental, and psychosocial well-being 
Any needed service/support

Not limited to facility�s existing resources
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Level I 
Disability Screen

Level II
In-Depth 

Evaluation

Determination & 
Notification

Nursing 
Facility

Other 
Appropriate 
Placement
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DISCHARGE PLANNING 
STARTS AT ADMISSION

42 CFR 483.112(c): Level II PAS 
timeliness requirements�annual 

average of 7-9 working days
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In the past 12 months, has the applicant had to stay in a place not meant for 
human habitation (such as the streets, a car, and abandoned building); stay 
in a homeless shelter; or live doubled up with family or friends because
he/she didn’t have housing?

Has the applicant been diagnosed with a substance use or addictive 
disorder? If yes, please specify type(s):
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�Part of the application process for nursing facility care is to gather information about any issues 
with [mood, behavior, nerves, diagnoses�choose words that are meaningful and reassuring to 
the person] you have experienced now or in the past. I will also ask about any services you 
receive now or have received in the past. 

This information is required under a federal law which was passed to protect you. It�s purpose is to 
make sure that you go to the right place for care and that you will receive the right services and 
supports for you.�
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�Some questions are personal. Know they are very 
important for us to ask, and only experts who will help 
identify the right services will receive this information.� 
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�Your honest, accurate responses are very 
important to make sure that you are admitted to 
the right place and will receive the right services 
to meet your needs.� 
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