PUBLIC HEALTH—MEDICAL ASSISTANCE

Subpart 5. Financial Eligibility

Chapter 103. Income

§10305. Income Disregards

A. For recipients in the Family Opportunity Act
Medicaid Program, an income disregard of $85 will be
applied to total gross (earned and unearned) family income
and then half of the remaining income will be disregarded.

B. During the eligibility determination process for home
and community-based services, an individual shall be
considered eligible under the Medicaid State Plan as though
the individual was a resident in a nursing facility or
intermediate care facility for persons with developmental
disabilities (ICF/DD) and an income disregard shall be
applied to gross income over the special income level.

1. The special income level used to determine
financial eligibility for long-term care services (nursing
facility, ICF/DD, and home and community-based services)
is three times the Supplemental Security Income federal
benefit rate.

2. Gross income may exceed the special income level
but cannot be more than the highest Medicaid facility rate
(nursing or ICF/DD, as applicable) in the state at the time of
application for home and community-based services.

3. Income disregarded in the initial eligibility
determination process will not be disregarded in the post-
eligibility process for determining contributions toward the
cost of care.

4. The personal care needs amount (the amount of
income protected to cover the expense of living in the
community) remains capped at the special income level.

5. All income over the special income level shall be
contributed towards the cost of care.

C. Effective December 31, 2013, the income of children
ages 6 to 19 from 100 percent up to 142 percent of the
federal poverty level shall be disregarded.

D. Effective December 31, 2013, the income of parents
or siblings of pregnant unmarried minors (PUMs) or
pregnant minor unmarried mothers (MUMSs) will not be
included when determining Medicaid eligibility for a PUM
or pregnant MUM.
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AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, Bureau of Health
Services Financing, LR 34:1629 (August 2008), amended by the
Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services
Financing, LR 35:1898 (September 2009), LR 40:2260, 2261
(November 2014).



