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§353. Reimbursement

A. Fixed Winged Air Ambulance. The reimbursement for 
fixed winged air ambulance services is the Medicare base 
rate plus mileage in effect as of January 1, 1995. 

1. Payment for air mileage is limited to actual air
mileage from the point of pick-up to the point of delivery of 
the patient.  

2. Payment for a round trip transport on the same day
between two hospitals is the base rate plus the round trip 
mileage. 

B. Rotor Winged (Helicopters) Air Ambulance. Effective 
for dates of service on or after September 17, 2008, the 
reimbursement rate paid for rotor winged air ambulance 
services shall be increased to 100 percent of the 2008 
Louisiana Medicare allowable rate.  

C. If a land-based ambulance must be used for part of the 
transport, the land-based ambulance provider will be 
reimbursed separately according to the provisions governing 
emergency ground transportation. 

D. Reimbursement for oxygen and disposable supplies is 
made separately when the provider incurs these costs. 
Reimbursement for these services is based on Medicare rates 
as established in the state’s fee schedule effective April 1, 
1995. 

E. Effective for dates of service on or after January 22, 
2010, the reimbursement rates for fixed winged and rotor 
winged emergency air ambulance services shall be reduced 
by 5 percent of the rate on file as of January 21, 2010. 

F. Effective for dates of service on or after January 1, 
2011, the reimbursement rates for fixed winged and rotor 
winged emergency air ambulance services shall be reduced 
by 2 percent of the rate on file as of December 31, 2010. 

G. Effective for dates of service on or after July 1, 2012, 
the reimbursement rates for fixed winged and rotor winged 
emergency air ambulance services shall be reduced by 5.25 
percent of the rates on file as of June 30, 2012. 

H. Effective for dates of service on or after August 1, 
2012, the reimbursement rates for fixed winged and rotor 

winged emergency air ambulance services shall be reduced 
by five percent of the rates on file as of July 31, 2012. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 
Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, Bureau of Health 
Services Financing, LR 35:70 (January 2009), amended by the 
Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services 
Financing, LR 36:2564 (November 2010), amended LR 37:3029 
(October 2011), LR 39:1285 (May 2013), LR 40:1379 (July 2014). 


