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CITATION  
42 CFR 440.60   Other Licensed Practitioners 
 
Licensed Mental Health Practitioners  

 
A. Licensed mental health practitioners are licensed individuals who are in good 

standing in the state of Louisiana to practice within the scope of all applicable state 
laws, practice acts, and the practitioner’s professional license. Licensed mental 
health practitioners include the following individuals: 

 
1. A licensedLicensed Mental Health practitioner Professionals (LMHPs),  is an 

individual who is are licensed in the State state of Louisiana to diagnose and 
treat mental illness or substance use disorders. An LMHPs includesinclude the 
following individuals licensed to practice independently: 
 Medical Psychologists 
 Licensed Psychologists 
 Licensed Clinical Social Workers (LCSWs) 
 Licensed Professional Counselors (LPCs) 
 Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists (LMFTs) 
 Licensed Addiction Counselors (LACs) 
 Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRN) (must be a nurse practitioner 

specialist in Adult Psychiatric & Mental Health, and Family Psychiatric & 
Mental Health or a Certified Nurse Specialists in Psychosocial, 
Gerontological Psychiatric Mental Health, Adult Psychiatric and Mental 
Health, and Child-Adolescent Mental Health and may practice to the extent 
that services are within the APRN’s scope of practice); 

 
2. Provisionally licensed professional counselors (PLPCs); 
 
3. Provisionally licensed marriage and family therapists (PLMFTs); and 
 
4. Licensed master social workers (LMSWs). 

 
B. The Medicaid Programprogram shall provide coverage for, and payment to, 

LMHPs licensed mental health practitioners for mental health and therapeutic 
services rendered to individuals, 21 years of age and older, with behavioral health 
disorders who meet Medicaid eligibility and clinical criteria. These services shall 
be necessary to reduce the disability resulting from mental illness and to restore the 
individual to their best possible functioning level in the community. Any licensed 
practitioner providing behavioral health services shall operate within the scope of 
practice of their license. 
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C. Provider Responsibilities:   
  

1. All mental health services delivered must be medically necessary and prior 
authorized. The medical necessity shall be determined by an LMHP or 
physician who is acting within the scope of their professional practice license 
and applicable state laws and regulations.  

 
2. Evidence-based practices require prior approval and fidelity reviews on an 

ongoing basis as determined necessary by the Department. 
 
2.3.PLPCs, PLMFTs, and LMSWs shall be supervised in accordance with 

requirements established by the practitioner’s professional licensing board. 
 

34. LMHPs Licensed practitioners may render services at a facility, in the 
community, or in the individual’s place of residence as outlined in the plan of 
care (POC)treatment plan. Services may be furnished in a nursing facility only 
in accordance with policies and procedures issued by the Department. Services 
shall not be provided at an institute for mental disease (IMD). 

 
 


