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Dear Director Sullivan:

Thank you for your title XXI Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) State Plan
Amendments (SPAs), LA-25-0015 and LA-25-0015-A, received on June 30, 2025. These SPAs
remove the state’s waiting period.

As you are aware, your SPAs have been undergoing review by the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS). In order to proceed with our review, we find it necessary to seek
additional information related to the following areas:

e Section 2102(b)(3)(C) of the Social Security Act (the Act) related to ensuring that CHIP
does not substitute for other health insurance coverage; and

e Federal CHIP regulations at 42 CFR 457.805, related to descriptions of procedures (other
than a waiting period) used to conduct monitoring activities to ensure that CHIP does not
substitute for other health insurance coverage.

Under section 2106(c) of the Act, CMS must approve, disapprove, or request additional
information on a proposed amendment to a title XXI state plan within 90 days. This letter
constitutes our notification that specified additional information is needed in order to fully assess
these amendments. The 90-day review period has been stopped by this request and will resume
as soon as a complete and substantive response is received to all of the concerns listed above as
well as the questions listed below.

Your Project Officer is Abbie Walsh. She is available to answer your questions concerning this
amendment and other CHIP-related matters. Her contact information is as follows:

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services

7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop: S2-01-16
Baltimore, MD 21244-1850

Telephone: (667) 290-8863

E-mail: Abagail. Walsh@cms.hhs.gov
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We appreciate the efforts of your staff and share your goal of providing quality health care to
low-income, uninsured children through title XXI. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Mo 7 e

Mary Beth Hance
Acting Director
Division of State Coverage Programs
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Request for Additional Information (RAI) on LA-25-0015 and LA-25-0015-A

LA-25-0015

1.

The CS20 MMDL template provides information about the state policies and procedures to
prevent the substitution of group health coverage or other commercial health insurance with
public funded coverage to ensure compliance with 2102(b)(3)(C) and 42 CFR 457.805.
While we appreciate the state confirming that it comports with these eligibility rules, we
recommend that Louisiana’s description in the CS20 focus on the monitoring activities that
involve more than checking and verifying for insurance at the point of application to ensure
children are not enrolled in other health insurance.

Please clarify whether, in addition to checking and verifying whether a child has insurance at
time of application, the state is monitoring other indicators, such as the number of children
who are enrolled in CHIP that have access to private health insurance or the number of CHIP
applicants who cannot be enrolled because they have private coverage. If the state is tracking
these indicators or others, please specify. In addition, please clarify whether the cross match
with group health insurance providers through the third-party liability database is also used to
generate reports and/or monitor to identify how many children are dropping employer-
sponsored coverage. We can work with Louisiana to ensure that the strategy is clearly
described in the CS20 CHIP state plan page.

a) In the text box with the description of the state’s substitution of coverage prevention
strategy on the revised CS20 form, please indicate the maximum percentage threshold
of substitution that if exceeded, the state will use to determine that substitution of
group health coverage for CHIP is a problem in the state.

b) Please confirm that the state does not disenroll children during a continuous eligibility
period if it’s found that the child has other health insurance while enrolled in separate
CHIP. Other health insurance coverage is not an exception to continuous eligibility in
CHIP.

LA-25-0015-A

2. Please make the following changes to the state plan pages in track changes:

a. remove the state’s response in section 4.1.9 related to application of a waiting period
and

b. remove references to the waiting period in all other applicable sections of the state
plan.

3. Please clarify whether there is a significant budgetary impact as a result of these SPAs. If

there is, please update the CHIP state plan budget.



