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HOSPITALS
Kathleen Babineaux Blanco Frederick P. Cerise, M.D., M.P.H.
GOVERNOR SECRETARY

March 10, 2006

Dear Governor Blanco and Legislators:

It is with great pleasure and in accordance with R.S. 40:1300.71, that | present the 2005 Louisiana
Health Report Card, published by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health
(DHH/OPHY). This annual publication reports on the overall state of health in Louisiana. Each year the
Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics coordinates its efforts with state, regional, and parish-level
sources to coliect data, link current health assessments with prevention initiatives, present comparisons
of morbidity and mortality, and make recommendations to improve individual and community health
status. Charts, tables, narrative summaries and statistical descriptions are provided.

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita have had a profound impact on our State's healthcare systems and greatly
increased our need for continued evaluation, planning, and the promotion of health policy and services.
i hope that this document will serve as a tool to assist with our efforts to rebuild and strengthen the
public health and healthcare infrastructure of the state.

The 2005 Louisiana Heafth Report Card is available in hard copy from the DHH/OPH Center for Health
Statistics (CHS) and may also be accessed in electronic format through the CHS website at
http://www.oph.dhh.louisiana.gov. We welcome feedback from you and your respective communities
and hope that this report continues to prompt discussion and meet informational needs as we all work
together to improve health status in Louisiana.

Sin

ick P. Cense M.D., M.P.H.
Secretary

FPC:DS

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
1201 CAPITOL ACCESS ROAD « P. O. BOX 629 « BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70821-0629
PHONE #: 225/342-9509 » FAX #: 225/342-5568
“AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”
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Executive Summary

Monitoring the health status of a population is an essential step in evaluating the effectiveness of various
health programs and in developing programmatic policy for the future. Monitoring the status of a
population relative to certain health indicators over a number of years is an especially effective tool for
health planning. Act 985 of the 1995 Louisiana Regular Legislative Session, enacting R.S. 40:1300.71,
requires that the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals annually prepare a report card relative to
health and health-related issues.

The following pages comprise the ninth annual Health Report Card. This document reports on the overall
state of health in Louisiana, addressing the following issues:
- Health findings of major diseases

- Teenage pregnancy and birth rates

- Rates of low birthweight babies

- Suicide rates

- Sexually transmitted diseases

- Incidence of drug addictions

- Violent deaths

- Morbidity rates

- Health assessment programs and results

- Results of preventive health outreach programs

- Assessment of the state health care delivery system

The report card is divided into six major sections. The first three sections are “Population and Vital
Statistics,” “Morbidity,” and “Health Assessment Programs.” These contain data relative to the health
status indicators listed above for the state as a whole and for the parishes within the state. There are
comparisons with prior years and with other states. In some cases, variations among different segments

of the state’s population are reported.

The last three sections address current health care initiatives, the state’s health care delivery system, and
future measures for health status improvement. These sections are: “Preventive Health Outreach and
Service Programs,” “Louisiana State Health Care System,” and “Recommendations for Improving Health
Status.”

This report is the result of efforts by individuals throughout the Department of Health and Hospitals. To contact the
individual programs that contributed to this document, please refer to the listing of Program Office telephone numbers and
web addresses in the “Contact Information” table in the back of the book. Many of the programs have reports available
through their individual program websites.
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A. POPULATION

This chapter on Louisiana's population presents information from Bridged-Race Population Estimate 2003
by the U.S. Bureau of the Census and National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS). According to these
estimates, Louisiana’s resident population was 4,496,334 as of July 1, 2003. The state’s subgroup
estimate counts for 2003 are given in the following table:

Louisiana Population, 2003 *

Age Group (Years)
Sex Race <5 5-19 20-44 45-64 65-84 85 & + All *
White 92,684 292,037 514,730 364,327 151,122 13,614 1,428,514
Male Black 69,584 205,370 251,639 132,282 41,688 4,317 704,880
Other 3,357 11,358 21,572 9,882 2,554 215 48,938
White 88,763 276,747 507,333 372,868 199,472 33,464 1,478,647
Female Black 66,851 199,733 285,445 160,460 64,476 10,077 787,042
Other 3,189 10,654 20,522 10,599 3,015 334 48,313
All* Total 324,428 995,899 1,601,241 1,050,418 462,327 62,021 4,496,334

Source: * Bridged-Race Population Estimate 2003, U.S. Census Bureau & NCHS (Released in September 2004)

A comparison of the year 2003 national and state population estimates shows that Louisiana and the
United States have very similar age distributions.

Percent of Total Population by Age Group
Louisiana and United States, 2003

Age Group (Years)
<5 5-19 20-44 45-64 65-84 85 & + All Ages
Louisiana 7.2 221 35.6 234 10.3 14 100.0
United States 6.8 211 36.1 23.6 10.7 1.6 100.0

Source: Calculation based on Bridged-Race Population Estimate 2003, U.S. Census Bureau & NCHS

Estimates of the population distribution by race, however, show the percentage of blacks in Louisiana is
more than twice the national average. Blacks comprise 33.2% of the state's population, versus 13.1%

nationally. The proportion of blacks by parishes in Louisiana ranges from 4% to 67%.

Percent of Total Population by Race.
Louisiana and United States, 2003
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Source: Calculation based on Bridged-Race Population Estimate 2003, U.S. Census Bureau & NCHS
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Percent of Total Population by Race
Louisiana and United States, 2003

Race
Location White Black Other Total
Louisiana 64.7 33.2 2.2 100.0
United States 81.3 131 5.6 100.0

Source: Calculation based on Bridged-Race Population Estimate 2003,
U.S. Census Bureau & NCHS (Released on September 2004)

As in the rest of the nation, an increase in the proportion of women to men is seen in older age
categories. Louisiana’s year 2003 percentage estimates for the 45-t0-64 year age group are 48% male
and 52% female. The percentages change to 29% male and 71% female in the 85 &+ age group.

Population by Age Group & Gender,
Louisiana, 2003
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Source: Calculation based on Bridged-Race Population Estimate 2003, U.S. Census Bureau & NCHS

Population by Age Group, Gender and Race.
Louisiana, 2003
Age Group (Years)
Sex Race <5 5-19 20-44 45-64 65-84 85& +
White 28.6 29.3 32.1 34.7 32.7 22.0
Male Black 21.4 20.6 15.7 12.6 9.0 7.0
Other 1.0 1.1 1.3 0.9 0.6 0.3
Total 51.1 51.1 49.2 48.2 42.3 29.3
White 27.4 27.8 31.7 355 43.1 54.0
Female Black 20.6 20.1 17.8 15.3 13.9 16.2
Other 1.0 1.1 1.3 1.0 0.7 0.5
Total 48.9 48.9 50.8 51.8 57.7 70.7

Source: Calculation based on Bridged-Race Population Estimate 2003, U.S. Census Bureau & NCHS
Note: Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.

Within individual age groups, the race/gender proportions in Louisiana change with advancing age. White
males and white females each comprise approximately 29% of the population in both the <5 and 5-19 age
groups, followed by black males and females at approximately 20% each. By age 85+, 54% of the
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population is white women, 22% are white men, 16% are black women, and 7% are black men. Women
(70.7%) are more likely to live into their mid-eighties than men (29.3%) in Louisiana.

Population by Age Group & Race-Gender.
Louisiana 2003
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Source: Calculation based on Bridged-Race Population Estimate 2003, U.S. Census Bureau & NCHS

The U.S. Bureau of the Census has also provided the estimated parish-level population data for 2003.
The changes in Louisiana’s mid-year parish populations by 2000 census and the 2003 estimates are
presented in the table below:

Population by Parish. Louisiana 2003
7/1/2000 7/1/2003 % Change 7/1/2003
Parish Census Estimates 2000-2003 % as Total of State Pop.
State Total 4,468,976 4,496,334 0.6 100.0
Acadia 58,861 59,165 0.5 1.3
Allen 25,440 25,334 -0.4 0.6
Ascension 76,627 81,388 6.2 1.8
Assumption 23,388 23,291 -0.4 0.5
Avoyelles 41,481 42,287 1.9 0.9
Beauregard 32,986 33,190 0.6 0.7
Bienville 15,752 15,580 -1.1 0.3
Bossier 98,310 102,088 3.8 2.3
Caddo 252,161 254,216 0.8 5.7
Calcasieu 183,577 184,693 0.6 4.1
Caldwell 10,560 10,715 1.5 0.2
Cameron 9,991 9,717 -2.7 0.2
Catahoula 10,920 10,717 -1.9 0.2
Claiborne 16,851 16,428 -2.5 0.4
Concordia 20,247 19,995 -1.2 0.4
DeSoto 25,494 25,490 0.0 0.6
E. Baton Rouge 412,852 416,881 1.0 9.3
E. Carroll 9,421 9,005 -4.4 0.2
E. Feliciana 21,360 20,940 -2.0 0.5
Evangeline 35,434 35,180 -0.7 0.8
Franklin 21,263 20,848 -2.0 0.5
Grant 18,698 18,905 1.1 0.4
Iberia 73,266 73,842 0.8 1.6
Iberville 33,320 32,842 -1.4 0.7
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Population by Parish. Louisiana 2003
7/1/2000 7/1/2003 % Change 7/1/2003
Parish Census Estimates 2000-2003 % as Total of State Pop.
Jackson 15,397 15,591 1.3 0.3
Jefferson 455,466 456,779 0.3 10.2
Jefferson Davis 31,435 30,826 -1.9 0.7
Lafayette 190,503 194,408 2.0 43
Lafourche 89,974 91,034 1.2 2.0
LaSalle 14,282 14,349 0.5 0.3
Lincoln 42,509 42,882 0.9 1.0
Livingston 91,814 99,109 7.9 2.2
Madison 13,728 13,091 -4.6 0.3
Morehouse 31,021 30,520 -1.6 0.7
Natchitoches 39,080 39,328 0.6 0.9
Orleans 484,674 469,271 -3.2 10.4
Ouachita 147,250 148,112 0.6 33
Plaguemines 26,757 28,049 4.8 0.6
Pointe Coupee 22,763 22,114 2.9 0.5
Rapides 126,337 127,184 0.7 2.8
Red River 9,622 9,556 -0.7 0.2
Richland 20,981 20,151 -4.0 0.4
Sabine 23,459 23,635 0.8 0.5
St. Bernard 67,229 66,172 -1.6 1.5
St. Charles 48,072 48,351 0.6 1.1
St. Helena 10,525 10,500 -0.2 0.2
St. James 21,216 21,139 0.4 0.5
St. John 43,044 44,053 2.3 1.0
St. Landry 87,700 89,128 1.6 2.0
St. Martin 48,583 49,294 1.5 1.1
St. Mary 53,500 52,403 2.1 1.2
St. Tammany 191,268 202,203 5.7 45
Tangipahoa 100,588 102,078 15 2.3
Tensas 6,618 6,252 5.5 0.1
Terrebonne 104,503 106,823 2.2 2.4
Union 22,803 22,330 2.1 0.5
Vermilion 53,807 54,274 0.9 1.2
Vernon 52,531 51,959 1.1 1.2
Washington 43,926 43,634 0.7 1.0
Webster 41,831 41,441 -0.9 0.9
W. Baton Rouge 21,601 21,738 0.6 0.5
W. Carroll 12,314 12,208 -0.9 0.3
W. Feliciana 15,111 15,177 0.4 0.3
Winn 16,894 16,453 -2.6 0.4

Source: United States Census Bureau, 2000 Census and Bridged-Race Population Estimate 2003,
U.S. Census Bureau & NCHS
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B. BIRTHS
Number of Live Births and Birth Rates

In the year 2003, there were 64,689 births to Louisiana residents. This marked a 0.1% decrease from the
number of Louisiana births in 2002, and a little more than the 0.1% decrease observed in the United
States as a whole, from 2002 to 2003. Louisiana’s 2003 crude birth rate was 14.4 live births per 1,000
population. Because the crude birth rate represents the number of live births to the total population in an
area, without regard to the age or sex distribution of the population, it is useful as a measure of the
contribution of births to the growth of the population of the area.’ Louisiana’s crude birth rate remained

steady at 14.4 per 1,000 population as in 2002.

Cnude Birth Rates,
Louisiana and United States,1948-2003
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Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
National Center for Health Statistics, Births: Final Data for 2003

In the table below, Louisiana's crude birth rates are furnished to compare to the rates of its four
neighboring states. Louisiana continues to rank relatively high in terms of birth rate as its 2003 ranking of
13th highest in the nation was one rank lower than its 2002 ranking of 12. Among neighboring states,

Louisiana’s birth rate is the third highest.

Crude Birth Rates
Louisiana, Neighboring States, and United States, 2003

State Birth Rate* National Ranking
Alabama 13.2 33
Arkansas 14.0 20
Louisiana 14.5 13
Mississippi 14.7 12

Texas 17.2 2

United States 141

Source: Morgan, K.O. and Morgan, S (Editors) 2005. Health Care State Rankings 2005:
Health Care in the 50 United States. (13th Ed.): Morgan Quitno Press, Lawrence, KS.

Although black women aged 15-44 years represent 36% of the female population of Louisiana belonging
to that same age group, 40.2% of the state’s live births in the year 2003 were to black mothers. The birth
rate is 12.7 for whites and 17.4 for blacks. In 2003, the race-specific birth rates peaked at 146.8 for black

! Clarke SC and Ventura SJ. Birth and Fertility for States: United States, 1990.National Center for Health Statistics. Vital Health Statistics 21(52), 1994.
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mothers age 20-24, and at 115.2 for white mothers age 25-29. The second highest birth rate for black
mothers was 104.5 at age 25-29, and, for white mothers, 102.4 at age 20-24. The third highest birth rates
were 78.5 for black mothers age 15-19 and 83.4 for white mothers age 30-34.

In 2003, as in the previous year, Vernon Parish had the highest birth rate at 19.4 births per 1,000
population, and West Feliciana had the lowest birth rate at 8.5 births per 1,000 population.

Live Births by Maternal Race,
Louisiana, 2003
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Live Birth Rate Per 1,000 Population
Louisiana, 2002 & 2003
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Live Births By Race, Age of Mother, Parish of Occurrence, and Parish of Residence

Louisiana, 2003

Maternal age in years
Parish Total by Total by

Occurrence Residence | Rate” | Race |<15(15-19[20-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 |35-39 [40-44|45 &+|Unk.
STATE 65302 64689 14.4 ALL| 183| 9452 21240 16716] 11281| 4851 909 54| rxxx
37671 37066 WHITE| 31| 3899| 10851 10423 7923| 3317| 586 34|
26014 26024 BLACK| 150 5444| 10037 5825\ 2909| 1348| 291| 19|
1617 1599 OTHER| ***|  109| 352 468 449 186 32| [ 0
ACADIA 626 956  16.2 ALL| *|  157| 351 247 120 63| 15| *+[ 0
455 732 WHITE| *** 104 246 205 108 54 13| A 0
169 223 BLACK| *=| 53| 104 42 12 ok of o
ok ek OTHER| 0 0 e 0 0 0 of o
ALLEN ok 317 125 ALL[ woe| 5 11 17| 21| 6| 130[ 79
0 239 WHITE| 0|  wwwx| oo 7 12 17| 40 102| 64
ok 67 BLACK/| #xex ol e - 5| e 16 22| 13
0 11 OTHER| © 0 0 0 0 ] I e B
ASCENSION ok 1422 175 ALL[ woe| 12 27 46| 62| 149 392| 419
ok 1071 WHITE 0 0 5 14 27 39 85| 261| 333
ok 333 BLACK| x| oo 7 13 19| 23| 64 128| 81
0 18 OTHER| © 0 0 0 0 of o == 5
ASSUMPTION 0 268 115 ALL[ o  we| e 9 of 20 40 8] o1
0 163 WHITE 0 (0] I 5 ok 7 15 52| 61
0 103 BLACK| 0] e 0 ke 7 13| 24| 34| 29
0 - OTHER 0 0 0 — 0 o| e o| wee
AVOYELLES Hkk 667 15.8 ALL[ e 5 12 18 44 50| 129] 251 174
ko 402 WHITE (0] ] I 7 23 24 59| 145| 118
rhkk 248 BLACK]| **** i 8 10 20 24 65 101 54
0 17 OTHER| *++ 0 Kok — [P . 5 5| wwen
BEAUREGARD 386 425] 128 ALL| o] we 6 7 28 21| 5] 151 103
322 365 WHITE 0 il i il 23 16 48 134 92
55 52 BLACK| o0 ol e - kx| ek 15 16 9
9 8 OTHER 0 0 0 0 T [ T e
BIENVILLE 0 192 123 ALL| o0 of e 5 16 14| 39 86| 40
0 101 WHITE 0 0 Fkkk 0 10 19 39 32
0 90 BLACK 0 0 rohkk 5 6 20 46 8
0 okkk OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 Fkkx 0
BOSSIER 739 1560 15.3 ALL| **** 6 15 34 49 84| 188 500| 453
573 1123 WHITE| k| woexx 6 16 34 43| 102| 337| 354
155 400 BLACK]| **** Frxx 18 15 36 81 155 91
11 37 OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 5 5 8 8
CADDO 5810 3578 14.1 ALL| 13 30 62 126 186 210( 614 1188 953
2974 1518 WHITE| **** Fhkk 12 30 38 62| 145 402| 483
2730 2012 BLACK| 12 27 50 96 147 146| 466 781 456
106 48 OTHER 0 0 0 0 Fokkk ikl e 5 14
CALCASIEU 3249 2765 15.0 ALL| **** 23 25 73 116 171| 408| 1011| 686
2353 1921 WHITE| **** 10 11 39 76 112| 248 661 504
848 807 BLACK]| **** 13 14 34 39 57 157 340| 172
48 37 OTHER 0 0 0 0 rkkk ikl el 10 10
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Live Births By Race, Age of Mother, Parish of Occurrence, and Parish of Residence
Louisiana, 2003

Maternal age in years
Parish Total by Total by

Occurrence Residence | Rate' | Race |[<15|15-19|20-24| 25-29 | 30-34 |35-39 (40-44|45 &+ |Unk.
CALDWELL 0 106 9.9 ALL| **** 17 47 18 19 rokkk 0 0 0
0 93 WHITE 0 15 39 17 18 il 0 0 0
0 13 BLACK| | woren 8 okkk ok 0 0 0 0
0 0 OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
CAMERON 0 94 9.7 ALL 0 14 42 18 12 (5] I 0 0
0 85 WHITE 0 12 39 16 10 5| e 0 0
0 8 BLACK o  wee| e kkk ok 0 0 0 0
0 Frxx OTHER 0 0 Frxx 0 0 0 0 0 0
CATAHOULA 0 127 11.9 ALL| **** 29 46 34 7 8| e Q Fwxx
0 81 WHITE 0 16 30 24 7 il il Q| *wx
0 46 BLACK| **** 13 16 10 0 6 0 0 0
0 0 OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
CLAIBORNE 35 166 10.1 ALL 0 32 69 34 21 V4 0 0
16 67 WHITE 0 i 28 20 13 il il 0 0
19 98 BLACK 0 30 40 14 Frkk [ kkkex 0 0
0 kkk OTHER 0 0 Fkkk 0 0 0 0 0
CONCORDIA 316 187 9.4 ALL| **** 35 82 44 18 Frkk [ kkkex 0 0
72 75 WHITE 0 11 35 15 10 ool il 0 0
238 109 BLACK]| **** 24 47 29 5 Frkk [ kkkek 0 0
6 Fkkk OTHER 0 0 0 0 Fkkk 0 0 0 0
DESOTO 5 340 13.3 ALL| **** 66 118 69 53 27  wwe 0 0
Fkkk 160 WHITE 0 29 53 37 25 13| werx 0 0
rohkk 180 BLACK| **** 37 65 32 28 14(  wrxx 0 0
0 0 OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
E BATON ROUGE 9845 5736 13.8 ALL| 16 729 1753 1461 1137 535 100 5 0
5686 2503 WHITE| **** 151 576 698 691 328 55 Fkkk 0
3923 3026 BLACK| 15 571 1144 702 378 175 40 i 0
236 207 OTHER 0 7 33 61 68 32 5 HrxK 0
EAST CARROLL 6 130 14.4 ALL| 18 57 29 18 rohkk Frrk [ kkkex 0 18
0 18 WHITE| **** 5 5 6 0 0 0 Q| rrxx
6 112 BLACK| 17 52 24 12 i Frkk [ kkkek 0 17
0 0 OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
E FELICIANA i 261 12.5 ALL| 43 105 66 31 11 5 0 0 43
Fkkk 132 WHITE| 18 46 38 20 8 ol 0 0 18
0 129 BLACK| 25 59 28 11 Fohkk i 0 0 25
0 0 OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
EVANGELINE 512 471 13.4 ALL| 81 184 118 57 27 ik 0 0 81
304 333 WHITE| 43 124 94 49 21 ol 0 0 43
205 137 BLACK| 38 60 23 0 0 0 38
ok Jekkk OTHER 0 0 Kekkk 0 0 0 0
FRANKLIN 9 279 13.4 ALL| 54 96 79 34 10 il kel 0 54
Fokkk 153 WHITE| 19 53 50 22 7 Frkk 0 0 19
6 125 BLACK| 35 43 28 12 i ikl il 0 35
0 Forkk OTHER 0 0 rokkx 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANT 0 255 13.5 ALL| **** 31 106 67 36 12| 0 0
0 224 WHITE 0 26 93 58 35 11w 0 0
0 28 BLACK| **** 13 6 Hkkk Frkk 0 0 0
0 Frxx OTHER 0 0 FrAK 0 0 0 0 0

10
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Louisiana, 2003

Live Births By Race, Age of Mother, Parish of Occurrence, and Parish of Residence

Maternal age in years
Parish Total by Total by

Occurrence Residence | Rate' | Race |[<15|15-19|20-24| 25-29 | 30-34 |35-39 (40-44|45 &+ |Unk.
IBERIA 989 1122 15.2 ALL 7 201 377 281 167 81 8 0 0
540 658 WHITE| **** 93 209 169 121 60| Frx 0 0
427 441 BLACK| **** 108 161 102 43 19(  wex 0 0
22 23 OTHER 0 0 7 10 i il il 0 0
IBERVILLE 368 458 13.9 ALL| **** 87 151 118 63 28 10 0 0
58 178 WHITE 0 14 49 57 38 16( *wx 0 0
308 278 BLACK]| **** 72 101 61 25 12 6 0 0
okk Kk OTHER o  wee| e 0 0 0 0 0 0
JACKSON Fkkx 211 135 ALL| **** 34 72 52 40 11w 0 0
i 147 WHITE 0 23 46 39 31 8 0 0 0
0 62 BLACK| **** 10 25 13 9 Frkk [ kkekex 0 0
0 kkk OTHER 0 Fkkk Fkkk 0 0 0 0 0 0
JEFFERSON 8056 6287 13.8 ALL| 20 767 1740 1722 1327 602 108 i 0
4870 3721 WHITE| **** 355 859 1077 926 426 74 i 0
2806 2230 BLACK| 17 398 823 545 291 132 24 0 0
380 336 OTHER 0 14 58 100 110 44 10 0 0
JEFF DAVIS 379 477 155 ALL 0 73 187 136 47 25 7 il Bl
301 370 WHITE 0 48 141 115 38 19 FhAk | kkk
75 102 BLACK 0 23 45 20 9 5 0 0
— 5 OTHER 0 [ . ook o e 0 0
LAFAYETTE 5016 2956 15.2 ALL 8 342 875 775 642 253 58 i 0
3406 1923 WHITE 0 181 477 529 514 176 43 Fkkk 0
1510 971 BLACK 8 158 385 228 110 70 12 0 0
100 62 OTHER 0 il 13 18 18 4 0 0
LAFOURCHE 895 1229 135 ALL| **** 159 396 329 228 101 13 i 0
774 932 WHITE| **** 101 284 267 184 85 10 0 0
99 257 BLACK]| **** 51 99 52 35 15[  wexx rohkk 0
22 40 OTHER 0 7 13 10 9 il 0 0 0
LASALLE 0 175 12.2 ALL 0 26 69 47 24 8| 0 0
152 WHITE 0 20 60 41 23 V4 e 0 0
21 BLACK 0 7 6 rhkk i 0 0 0
kkk OTHER 0 rkkk 0 0 0 0 0 0
LINCOLN 676 543 12.7 ALL| **** 74 208 141 84 28 6 i 0
331 286 WHITE 0 27 82 96 60 19| wwrx Fkkk 0
333 244 BLACK]| **** 46 125 43 15 9 5 0 0
12 13 OTHER 0 rohkk Fkkk i 9 0 0 0
LIVINGSTON i 1528 15.4 ALL 0 171 494 466 291 94 11 i 0
Fkkk 1436 WHITE 0 157 463 443 277 84 11 Fkkk 0
0 81 BLACK 0 14 27 22 9 9 0 0 0
0 11 OTHER 0 0 Fokkx i 5 Frkk 0 0 0
MADISON Fkkk 130 9.9 ALL 0 29 45 31 20 Frkk [ kkekex 0 0
0 32 WHITE 0 5 8 11 7 i 0 0 0
Fkkk 98 BLACK 0 24 37 20 13 ool il 0 0
0 0 OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
MOREHOUSE 357 410 134 ALL| **** 73 185 87 42 17(  wee Fohkk 0
225 188 WHITE 0 22 81 49 24 10(  wrx 0 0
131 218 BLACK]| **** 51 104 35 17 V4 Fohkk 0
okk - OTHER 0 0 0 . ok 0 0 0 0
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2005 Louisiana Health Report Card

Live Births By Race, Age of Mother, Parish of Occurrence, and Parish of Residence
Louisiana, 2003

Maternal age in years
Parish Total by Total by

Occurrence Residence | Rate' | Race |[<15|15-19|20-24| 25-29 | 30-34 |35-39 (40-44|45 &+ |Unk.
NATCHITOCHES 600 581 14.8 ALL| **** 105 236 135 75 22 6 0 0
247 269 WHITE 0 34 90 80 48 14 Fwxx 0 0
345 306 BLACK]| **** 70 142 55 26 8| rrwx 0 0
8 6 OTHER 0 i i 0 i 0 0 0 0
ORLEANS 8254 6919 14.7 ALL| 32| 1175 2101 1636 1233 606 129 7 0
2339 1298 WHITE 0 43 159 298 459 276 61 i 0
5672 5421 BLACK| 32| 1126 1915 1279 696 302 66 5 0
243 200 OTHER 0 6 27 59 78 28 www 0 0
OUACHITA 3483 2251 15.2 ALL| 10 372 746 570 381 146 26 0 0
1974 1206 WHITE| **** 134 356 336 268 94 17 0 0
1470 1017 BLACK 9 238 384 221 108 48 9 0 0
39 28 OTHER 0 0 6 13 5 Fkkk 0 0 0
PLAQUEMINES 5 443 15.8 ALL 0 61 147 123 71 38| 0 0
i 284 WHITE 0 35 90 83 50 23  www 0 0
rhkk 128 BLACK 0 25 49 30 15 0 0 0
0 31 OTHER 0 Fkkk 8 10 6 0 0 0
POINTE COUPEE 0 289 13.1 ALL| **** 57 90 79 41 16| **** 0 0
0 152 WHITE 0 14 45 49 30 12| 0 0
0 132 BLACK]| **** 43 41 29 11 Frkk [ kkkek 0 0
0 5 OTHER 0 0 Fokkk Fkkk 0 0 0 0 0
RAPIDES 3153 1898 14.9 ALL| **** 284 667 504 307 107 24 i 0
2063 1145 WHITE 0 136 360 327 230 72 17 ol 0
1042 736 BLACK]| **** 146 304 172 73 34 5 i 0
48 17 OTHER o  weer| e 5 dkrk|  dkkk | ek 0 0
RED RIVER Forkk 162 17.0 ALL| **** 36 53 45 14 12  wrxx 0 0
0 82 WHITE 0 13 23 28 9 0 0 0
okk 79 BLACK/| #+++ 23 30 16 P [ 0 0
0 Fohkk OTHER 0 0 0 Fkk 0 0 0 0
RICHLAND 0 281 13.9 ALL| **** 53 100 76 35 16 0 0 0
0 129 WHITE 0 20 42 36 22 0 0 0
0 150 BLACK]| **** 33 58 38 13 7 0 0 0
0 Fkkk OTHER 0 0 0 Fkkk 0 0 0 0 0
SABINE Frxx 338 14.3 ALL 0 53 129 96 38 21  wwee 0 0
0 233 WHITE 0 39 85 67 27 14| R 0 0
rohkk 74 BLACK 0 13 31 20 6 Forkk 0 0 0
0 31 OTHER 0 i 13 9 5 i 0 0 0
ST BERNARD 0 898 13.6 ALL| **** 130 253 257 162 78 12 ok 0
0 743 WHITE| **** 104 204 213 138 67 11 Fhxk 0
0 128 BLACK 24 43 36 18 Ak 0 0
0 27 OTHER 0 i 6 8 6 0 0 0
ST CHARLES rohkk 644 13.3 ALL 0 81 171 179 133 65 15 0 0
0 423 WHITE 0 38 93 124 109 51 8 0 0
Fokkk 209 BLACK 0 42 78 50 20 12 7 0 0
0 12 OTHER 0 i 0 5 i b 0 0 0
ST HELENA 0 101 9.6 ALL 0 14 46 19 12 ] I 0 0
0 38 WHITE 0 15 9 i il el 0 0
0 63 BLACK 0 31 10 9 5 0 0 0
0 0 OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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2005 Louisiana Health Report Card

Population and Vital Statistics

Live Births By Race, Age of Mother, Parish of Occurrence, and Parish of Residence
Louisiana, 2003

Maternal age in years
Parish Total by Total by

Occurrence Residence | Rate' | Race |[<15|15-19|20-24| 25-29 | 30-34 |35-39 (40-44|45 &+ |Unk.
ST JAMES 0 287 13.6 ALL 0 48 101 75 47 14 0 Fhkk | ek
0 122 WHITE 0 10 42 36 27 0 i 0
0 165 BLACK 0 38 59 39 20 0 (0] Il
0 0 OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
ST JOHN 324 691 15.7 ALL| **** 104 197 204 131 42 11 Fokkk 0
160 326 WHITE 0 30 69 113 78 28 8 0 0
160 354 BLACK| *|  72[ 127 85 51| 14| e[ el g
okk 11 OTHER o  weer| e 6 ok 0 0 0 0
ST LANDRY 1535 1337 15.0 ALL 6 235 498 314 180 91 13 0 0
919 705 WHITE| **** 86 234 205 126 44 8 0 0
605 621 BLACK| **** 147 263 106 51 45 5 0 0
11 11 OTHER o  wwer| e — bokkk|  kk 0 0 0
ST MARTIN 706 14.3 ALL| **** 116 246 169 112 52 10 0 0
444 WHITE 0 55 148 115 85 35 6 0 0
248 BLACK| **** 61 92 50 24 16|  Frx 0 0
14 OTHER 0 0 6 ok ool il 0 0 0
ST MARY 333 766 14.6 ALL| **** 134 310 170 104 37 8 0 0
157 461 WHITE| **** 66 181 117 72 22  wwxx 0 0
170 285 BLACK]| **** 65 120 50 28 15 5 0 0
6 20 OTHER o  we 9 kk ok o| e 0 0
ST TAMMANY 3781 2916 14.4 ALL| **** 269 692 764 748 364 71 7 0
3014 2464 WHITE| **** 186 533 662 682 332 62 6 0
702 396 BLACK 0 79 145 88 53 23 7 HrxK 0
65 56 OTHER 0 i 14 14 13 ] 0 0
TANGIPAHOA 1370 1562 15.3 ALL| **** 233 608 383 243 76 15 Fohkk 0
773 946 WHITE| **** 97 336 257 179 63 10 i 0
585 605 BLACK 0 136 270 123 60 12  weex 0 0
12 1 OTHER 0 0 - kkk PO [ 0 0
TENSAS 0 80 12.8 ALL| **** 16 31 20 6 (5] I 0 0
0 15 WHITE 0 b i 7 0 il 0 0 0
0 63 BLACK| **** 13 27 12 6 Frkk [ kkekex 0 0
0 Fkkk OTHER 0 0 0 Fkkk 0 Fkkk 0 0 0
TERREBONNE 2484 1697 15.9 ALL| **** 262 606 423 264 120 17 il 0
1685 1216 WHITE| **** 174 421 306 209 92 13 0 0
629 331 BLACK| #**** 65 132 71 37 20  wwx Fkkk 0
170 150 OTHER| **** 23 53 46 18 8| 0 0
UNION ol 305 13.7 ALL| **** 46 121 66 55 12| 0 0
Fkkk 209 WHITE| **** 19 80 53 45 9 0 0
Fkkk 93 BLACK 0 27 41 12 8 k| kkeek 0 0
0 Fkkk OTHER 0 0 0 Fkkk Fkkk 0 0 0 0
VERMILION 52 750 13.8 ALL| **** 100 252 201 109 74 10 Fkkk 0
23 565 WHITE| **** 59 183 162 94 57 7 Fkkk 0
27 167 BLACK 0 41 63 34 14 12 R Fkkk 0
Fkkk 18 OTHER 0 0 6 5 ool <] 0
VERNON 874 1010 194 ALL 0 123 456 266 118 44  rrxx 0 0
638 781 WHITE 0 88 363 202 94 33[ e 0 0
193 188 BLACK 0 30 80 50 18 8| 0 0
43 41 OTHER 0 5 13 14 6 Fohkk 0 0 0
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Population and Vital Statistics

2005 Louisiana Health Report Card

Live Births By Race, Age of Mother, Parish of Occurrence, and Parish of Residence
Louisiana, 2003

Maternal age in years
Parish Total by Total by

Occurrence Residence | Rate' | Race |[<15|15-19|20-24| 25-29 | 30-34 |35-39 (40-44|45 &+ |Unk.
WASHINGTON 6 659 15.1 ALL 6 111 271 153 90 24  wrxx 0 0
0 407 WHITE| **** 56 159 105 67 16|  *rx 0 0
6 250 BLACK]| **** 54 111 48 23 8| 0 0
0 Forkx OTHER 0 i rkkx 0 0 0 0 0 0
WEBSTER 751 532 12.8 ALL| **** 93 187 146 74 22 9 0 0
405 347 WHITE 0 43 122 97 64 18|  wrx 0 0
343 183 BLACK]| **** 50 64 49 10 Forkk 6 0 0
okk - OTHER 0 0 - 0 ol e 0 0 0
W BATON ROUGE il 293 13.5 ALL 0 37 99 68 61 26( wex 0 0
0 174 WHITE 0 17 47 49 40 20  wwe 0 0
rohkk 118 BLACK 0 20 52 19 20 6] rrxx 0 0
0 Frxx OTHER 0 0 0 0 i 0 0 0 0
WEST CARROLL Frxx 146 12.0 ALL 0 30 57 28 23 6] e 0 0
0 117 WHITE 0 24 45 21 21 Frrk [ kkkex 0 0
i 29 BLACK 0 6 12 7 i il 0 0 0
0 0 OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
W FELICIANA 0 129 8.5 ALL 0 19 38 30 32 V4 0 0
0 63 WHITE 0 i 15 18 23 il il 0 0
0 66 BLACK 0 16 23 12 9 5| e 0 0
0 0 OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
WINN 0 190 115 ALL| **** 25 81 50 23 6] e 0 0
0 120 WHITE 0 13 48 37 16 5| e 0 0
0 70 BLACK]| **** 12 33 13 7 Forxx 0 0 0
0 0 OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
OUT OF STATE** 333 946 ALL 0 79 271 269 207 94 21 5 0
169 774 WHITE 0 58 215 222 174 83 19 i 0
161 151 BLACK 0 18 52 39 27 11w i 0
i 21 OTHER 0 i Frxx 8 6 0 0 0 0

*Rate per 1,000 population.

***Counts less than 5 but greater than 0.

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics. Denominators for population based rates are derived from the Research Division, College of

Administration and Business of Louisiana Technological University (July 1, 2003).
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Prenatal Care

Prenatal care is recognized as an important means of providing medical, nutritional, and educational
interventions to reduce the risk of adverse pregnancy outcomes and to identify women at high risk for
these outcomes. Women in prenatal care routinely receive tests for complete blood count and blood
type, diabetes, syphilis, and other conditions. Newborn children are routinely tested for errors of inborn
metabolism and other problems. Although these outcomes are rare, a positive test result triggers
interventions that benefit both mother and child. Screening and testing undertaken as part of prenatal
care has been responsible for substantial improvements in health and wellbeing.? Beyond the positive
effect on birth outcomes, prenatal care is a vital part of women’s health care, as many women (particularly
adolescents, minorities, and women of low socio-economic status) start wellbeing checkups only as a

consequence of pregnancy.’

Prenatal care is most effective when it begins during the early stages of pregnancy. At the national level,
the percentage of live births to mothers entering prenatal care in the first trimester of pregnancy has been
steadily increasing. While consistently below the national percentage, Louisiana has shown similar

improvement.
Percents of Live Births to Mothers entering
Prenatal Care in the First Tamester of Pregnancy
Louisiana and United States, 1993-2003
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Source: State Center for Health Statistics

In the following table, percentages of live births to mothers utilizing prenatal care are furnished to allow a
comparison of Louisiana to its neighboring states. In the year 2003, 84.1% of Louisiana residents who
gave birth entered prenatal care in the first trimester, same as 84.1% of mothers in the United States as a
whole. Louisiana moved two places up from its 28" ranking in 2002 to the 26" position nationwide in
2003. Among neighboring states, Louisiana ranked second for the highest percent of mothers receiving
prenatal care in the first trimester.

2 Stoto et al. (1999)" Public Health Screening Programs" in: Reducing the Odds: Preventing Perinatal Transmission of HIV in the United States
(pp.21-35) Washington, DC: National Academy Press.
Fiscella, K. (1995). “Does Prenatal Care Improve Birth Outcomes? A Critical Review.” Obstetrics & Gynecology 85, 468-79.
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Percent of Live Births to Mothers Receiving Prenatal Care
in the First Trimester of Pregnancy
Louisiana, Neighboring States, and United States, 2003
State Percent of Mothers National Ranking
Alabama 83.9 28
Arkansas 81.3 36
Louisiana 84.1 26
Mississippi 85.2 21
Texas 80.9 39
United States 84.1 -

Source: Morgan, K.O. and Morgan, S (Editors) 2005. Health Care State Rankings 2005: (13th Ed.):
Morgan Quitno Press, Lawrence, KS.

Only 75.5% of black mothers had their first prenatal visit in the first trimester, compared to 90.1% of white

mothers. Also, 2.5% of black mothers received no prenatal care, as compared to 0.6% of white mothers.

Entry into Prenatal Care by Maternal Race

Louvisiana, 2003
g 100%
2
[ng}
E 5%
= WFirst Thmester
g £ | Late Entry
o Mo Care
=
B 259 1
=
8
& 0%

White Black All Races
hatemal race

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
Note: Late Entry, refers to women who started prenatal care in the second trimester or later.

A little more than a quarter (28%) of mothers under the age of 20 years started prenatal care after the first
trimester of pregnancy, while 1.9% of women in this age group never received any prenatal care.

However, entry into care improved with age before leveling off in the mid-thirties age group.
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Percents of Live Births by Initiation of Prenatal
Care by Maternal Age, Louisiana, 2003
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Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
Note: Late Entry, refers to women who started prenatal care in the second trimester or later.

In Louisiana, adequacy of prenatal care is measured by a modified Kessner index, which defines prenatal
care as adequate if the first prenatal visit occurred in the first trimester of pregnancy and if the total
number of visits was appropriate to the gestational age of the baby at birth. It should be noted, however,
that these measures assess neither the quality nor the content of prenatal care and, therefore, are most
likely overestimates of the adequacy of care. Of the 64,689 Louisiana residents who gave birth in 2003,

80.1% received adequate care according to the Kessner index.

Percent of Mothers Receiving Adequate”
Prenatal Care by Parish
Louisiana, 1999-2003

Parish 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003
State Total 775 |77.96 (77.77 |78.91 |80.06
Acadia 71.6 |66.81 [61.50 [61.20 |65.67
Allen 77.3 |79.19 (81.63 [85.50 |82.43
Ascension 82.8 |81.85 (81.82 [83.53 |83.99
Assumption 83.1 |76.33 (77.00 |70.11 |66.92
Avoyelles 71.8 |71.27 (76.31]76.70 |83.13
Beauregard 81.0 |80.00 |77.69 [75.91 |74.58
Bienville 61.9 |74.07 |78.02 (80.00 |77.89
Bossier 81.4 |80.45|79.81 (80.09 |81.59
Caddo 72.0 |71.09 |71.64 [72.61 |73.90
Calcasieu 84.1 |85.30 |86.54 (88.26 |85.96
Caldwell 79.7 |85.21 |86.40 (88.31 |83.50
Cameron 84.0 |84.75(93.14 [95.70 |89.25
Catahoula 68.1 |72.41 (56.45 |72.66 |74.80
Claiborne 61.7 |62.13 (79.38 |84.15 |71.95
Concordia 69.7 |65.02 (54.51 |58.45 |55.19
DeSoto 70.2 |68.72 (73.10 |69.60 |72.89
East Baton Rouge |74.7 (76.91|78.29 |79.68 (80.86
East Carroll 52.4 |61.25 (66.90 |71.01 |67.44
East Feliciana 76.7 |78.83 (73.99 |76.32 |75.77
Evangeline 69.4 |75.72 (76.80 |80.66 |75.64
Franklin 71.9 |67.7360.87 |66.67 |64.52
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Percent of Mothers Receiving Adequate”
Prenatal Care by Parish
Louisiana, 1999-2003

Parish 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003
Grant 83.9 [80.31 (82.95 [84.85 |86.45
Iberia 62.6 [65.20 [57.32 [69.90 |67.03
Iberville 72.9 |65.81 (70.26 |[71.88 |75.00
Jackson 65.6 |74.60 (71.62 |75.76 |79.33
Jefferson 81.7 |78.93 (77.60 |78.04 |82.56
Jefferson Davis 61.5 |63.70 (68.97 |72.35 |70.13
Lafayette 87.8 (88.71 (87.15[91.36 |88.93
Lafourche 83.0 (84.06 |83.89 (84.29 |73.72
LaSalle 75.8 |83.15 (83.84 [79.49 |89.14
Lincoln 54.3 161.63 [69.66 |68.98 |75.84
Livingston 87.5 |84.64 (88.90 [86.17 |85.73
Madison 67.5 |64.26 |71.29 (72.86 |70.54
Morehouse 53.8 |75.05|73.46 [75.06 |78.50
Natchitoches 69.8 |72.20 |75.39 (79.41 |77.02
Orleans 76.6 |76.22|76.90 (74.69 |76.89
Ouachita 78.1 |81.69 |82.11 (82.28 |82.52
Plaquemines 82.4 182.80 |78.63 (81.27 |80.82
Pointe Coupee 76.8 |74.72|69.61 (70.00 |81.05
Rapides 75.8 |78.21|79.42 (82.78 |87.71
Red River 66.9 |71.94|61.42 (71.01 |72.50
Richland 76.8 [81.25 (82.31 [80.94 |78.91
Sabine 76.3 |71.30 [81.61 |77.22 |76.88
St. Bernard 85.0 [83.14 (82.10 [79.88 |88.28
St. Charles 76.1 |77.58 |75.67 [76.72 |83.44
St. Helena 89.4 |85.60 [82.54 |73.08 |82.65
St. James 68.9 [66.03 [67.33 [68.65 |62.81
St. John 68.7 |62.96 [64.63 [69.90 |74.23
St. Landry 67.6 |70.93 (68.00 [69.91 |75.34
St. Martin 79.1 |81.35 (80.60 [85.59 |86.23
St. Mary 78.2 |79.06 (68.96 [69.09 |73.52
St. Tammany 84.2 |85.27 |84.80 (85.37 |87.14
Tangipahoa 91.8 |89.66 (81.41 |77.97 |80.49
Tensas 63.5 [60.00 [49.43 |[55.68 |47.50
Terrebonne 78.5 |79.91|78.67 (81.82 |76.71
Union 65.5 |70.64 |71.52 (76.61 |82.12
Vermilion 85.1 |87.75 (82.98 [88.85 |88.23
Vernon 81.3 |83.68 |81.07 [82.05 |76.52
Washington 77.4 |75.50 |77.48 (78.02 |81.82
Webster 72.4 |79.47|82.02 (84.02 |81.42
West Baton Rouge (74.8 (76.85|78.99 |79.87 |79.17
West Carroll 58.6 |73.38|79.53 [77.70 |83.33
West Feliciana 78.6 |78.74|78.63 [79.65 |87.20
Winn 73.7 169.61 [73.60 [80.21 |82.35

*According to modified Kessner index.
Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics.

18



2005 Louisiana Health Report Card Population and Vital Statistics

Low Birthweight

A low birthweight infant is defined as an infant weighing less than 2500 grams (5 pounds, 8 ounces) at
birth. Preterm infants who have a lower than normal birth weight are at higher risk of experiencing
neurological problems, respiratory and gastrointestinal disorders, developmental problems and slowed
growth®. Low birthweight infants who survive are more likely than normal weight infants to have brain
damage, lung and liver disease, subnormal growth, developmental problems, and other adverse health
conditions. The effects of low birthweight follow these infants throughout life, through a greater likelihood
of physical, intellectual and behavioral difficulties®. In the long run, higher proportions of low birthweight

infants are enrolled in special education classes relative to their normal birthweight counterparts.®

In the year 2003, 6,918 of the 64,689 infants born to Louisiana residents were low birthweight babies.
This represents 10.7% of Louisiana’s live births for the year, compared to 7.9% born at low birthweight in
the United States as a whole. Both Louisiana and the United States have seen an increase in the

percentage of infants with low birthweight in recent years.

According to the National Center for Health Statistics, Louisiana had the second highest percentage of

low birthweight babies in the nation in the year 2003, outranked only by Mississippi.

Percent of Live Births Less Than 2500 Grams
Louisiana, Neighboring States, and United States, 2003

State Percent of Live Births National Ranking
Alabama 10.0 3
Arkansas 8.9 11
Louisiana 10.7
Mississippi 114

Texas 7.9 26

United States 7.9

Source: Morgan, K.O. and Morgan, S (Editors) 2005. Health Care State Rankings 2005: (13th Ed.):
Morgan Quitno Press, Lawrence, KS.

Black women in the state gave birth to infants of low birthweight about twice as frequently as white
women did, at 15.0% compared to 7.7% of live births, respectively. This discrepancy held true for almost
all age groups, excluding women under 15 years of age where the racial disparity was almost threefold.
Black teenagers under 15 were more likely to have low birthweight babies than white women under 15.
Examination of births by age group found that mothers over age 40 years had the highest percentage of
low birthweight babies (14.1% of live births), followed by mothers under age 20 (13.0%).

* High- Risk Infants. Journal of the American Medical Association. 284 (16) 2142 October 25" 2000.

® waldman HB. Periman SP., Low Birthweight babies grow older, but there could be many problems. Journal of Dentistry for Children. 68 (5-6): 302,
2001 Sep-Dec.

® Hack M, Klein NK & Taylor HG. Long-term developmental outcomes of low birthweight infants. The Future of Children, Low Birthweight ‘95; 5:19-34.
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Percent of Live Births less than 2500 Grams
by Maternal Age, Louisiana, 2003
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Infants weighing less than 1,500 grams (3 pounds, 5 ounces) at birth are considered to be very low
birthweight and are at much greater risk of mortality and long-term disability. The risk of early death for
very low birthweight infants is about 65 times that of infants who weigh at least 1,500 grams.” In the year
2003, 2.2% of infants born to Louisiana residents weighed less than 1,500 grams, as compared to 1.4%
of infants born to United States residents as a whole. As with infants weighing less than 2,500 grams,
there were demographic differences in the mothers giving birth to very low birthweight infants. Black
mothers gave birth to very low birthweight infants twice as frequently as white mothers did, at 1.4%
compared to 0.7% of live births, respectively. Infants born to the youngest and the oldest mothers were

more likely to be very low birthweight.

In the year 2003, Madison Parish had the highest percentage of low birthweight babies in Louisiana at
14.6% of live births, while Beauregard Parish had the lowest at 6.4% of live births. The map on the

following page shows the percent of live births that were low birthweight babies in each parish.

7 Ventura SJ, Martin JA, Curtin SC, Mathews TJ. “Report of Final Natality Statistics, 1995.” Monthly Vital Statistics Report; vol. 45 no 11, suppl.
Hyattsville, Maryland: National Center for Health Statistics. 1997.
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Percent of Live Births less than 2500 grams
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Teen Births

Despite an overall decrease in teen birth rates over the last two decades, teenage pregnancy continues to
be a problem for the nation. Teen mothers are less likely to receive adequate prenatal care and are more
likely to give birth to low birthweight infants.® Their infants are more likely to be hospitalized and go on to
have childhood health problems. National statistics report that most births to teens (78.9%) occur outside
marriage® and 25% of teenage mothers go on to have additional children within the next two years.'°
These factors, combined with the fact that teenage mothers are less likely to finish high school, contribute
to the high proportion of women living in poverty who first gave birth during adolescence. During the fiscal
years of 1997-1998, Louisiana spent over $540 million on programs such as the Family Independent
Temporary Assistance Program (FITAP), Food Stamps, Women, Infant and Children (WIC) Program,
Foster Care and Medicaid to support adolescent pregnancy in Louisiana.™* In contrast, the state spent

over $10.3 million in fiscal year 1997-1999 on programs designed to prevent teenage pregnancy.*?

As illustrated in the graph below, the percentage of live births to teen mothers aged 15-19 years has
decreased over the last twenty years nationwide, this percentage is higher in Louisiana overall than in
United States. While, both nationwide and in Louisiana, an increase in teenage births was observed in
the mid-1990’s, the proportion of teenage births as a total of all births has been on a downward trend for

the last six years.

Percent of Live Births to Women Age 1519 Years
Louisiana and United States, 1983-2003
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Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics and National Center for Health Statistics, NVSR Reports

The following table shows teen birth rates for women aged 15-19 years in Louisiana and neighboring

states. Louisiana has consistently ranked among the top ten states in terms of rate of live births to teens.

8 Lewis CT, Mathews TJ, Heuser RL. Prenatal Care in the United States, 1980-94. National Center for Health Statistics. Vital Health Statistics 21(54).
1996.

® Ventura SJ, Curtin SC, Martin JA, Mathews TJ. “Variations in Teenage Birth Rates, 1991-98.” National Vital Statistics Reports, vol. 48 no 6.
Hyattsville, Maryland: National Center for Health Statistics. 2000.

The Alan Guttmacher Institute. Sex and America’s Teenagers. 1994.
Louisiana Task Force on Teen Pregnancy. Consequences of Adolescent Pregnancy, p. 27, March 1999
Louisiana Task Force on Teen Pregnancy. Consequences of Adolescent Pregnancy, p. 28, March 1999
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In the year 2003, Louisiana had the 6" highest rate of live births to teens aged 15-19 in the nation,

ranking lower than Mississippi, Texas and Arkansas which were all in the top five.

Rate of Live Births to Teenage Mothers aged 15-19 Years
Louisiana, Neighboring States, and United States, 2003
State Rate per 1,000 Live Births National Ranking
Alabama 55.8 13
Arkansas 66.3 5
Louisiana 63.9 6
Mississippi 70.5 1
Texas 69.4 3
United States 46.1

Source: Morgan, K.O. and Morgan, S (Editors) 2005. Health Care State Rankings 2005:
(13th Ed.): Morgan Quitno Press, Lawrence, KS.

To make meaningful comparisons of births among teens in different race groups, teen birth rates have
been calculated by relating the number of teen births in each race group, to the total number of teen
women in the same age-race group. In Louisiana, the birth rate for black teenagers aged 15-19 in 2003
(78.5) was nearly twice than that of white teenagers (40.2), of that same age group, as illustrated in the
following graph.

Birth Rate for Teenage Mothers Age 15-19 Years
Iy Race of Mother, Louisiana, 2003
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Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics

The birth rate in 2003 among women less than 20 years of age was 40.9 for blacks, compared to 20.7 for
whites.

While this chapter has focused on births to teenage mothers aged 15-19 years, it is important to note that
live births do occur among women aged less than 15. There is a great racial disparity in the proportion of
women giving birth to live infants when younger than 15 years of age. Black women are historically more
likely than white women to conceive and deliver an infant before turning 15 years old as illustrated in the

following graph.
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Ratio of Live Births to Mothers less than 15 Years Old (%),
by Mother's Race per 1,000 Live Births
Louisiana, 1983-2003
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Population and Vital Statistics

Births by Parish of Residence, Race of Mother, and Selected Characteristics
Louisiana, 2003
_ _ Percent with V'\Dlgirgﬁ?gli_r(tjr\:vs % Births to % Births to
Parish Total Births Adequate (<5lbs, 807) Mothers Mothers
Prenatal Care+ 1999 - 2003 15-19 Years Old | Under 20 Years Old
Louisiana 64689 80.06 10.46 14.61 14.89
White 37066 86.82 7.50 10.52 10.60
Black 26024 70.27 14.64 20.92 21.50
Other 1599 82.82 8.44 6.82 6.94
Acadia 956 65.67 10.83 16.42 16.63
White 732 69.66 8.75 14.21 14.34
Black 223 52.09 17.72 23.77 24.22
Other kkk 100.00 9.09 0.00 0.00
Allen 317 82.43 10.22 17.67 17.98
White 239 86.50 8.01 16.74 16.74
Black 67 68.66 16.95 23.88 25.37
Other 11 77.78 20.93 0.00 0.00
Ascension 1422 83.99 8.57 10.48 10.62
White 1071 89.51 6.89 7.94 7.94
Black 333 66.26 13.97 19.22 19.82
Other 18 83.33 3.39 0.00 0.00
Assumption 268 66.92 11.36 14.93 14.93
White 163 71.70 7.68 9.20 9.20
Black 103 59.80 16.10 23.30 23.30
Other Forkk 50.00 11.11 50.00 50.00
Avoyelles 667 83.13 10.97 19.34 19.79
White 402 88.69 7.60 14.68 14.68
Black 248 74.07 16.90 26.21 27.02
Other 17 82.35 8.82 29.41 35.29
Beauregard 425 74.58 7.35 15.29 15.29
White 365 77.56 6.67 13.15 13.15
Black 52 51.92 9.94 28.85 28.85
Other 8 87.50 18.18 25.00 25.00
Bienville 192 77.89 11.90 20.31 20.31
White 101 85.00 10.69 18.81 18.81
Black 90 69.66 13.44 22.22 22.22
Other kkk 100.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Bossier 1560 81.59 9.36 12.05 12.24
White 1123 87.73 7.57 9.08 9.26
Black 400 64.56 1451 20.25 20.50
Other 37 81.08 5.71 13.51 13.51
Caddo 3578 73.90 12.07 17.16 17.52
White 1518 88.13 7.81 9.55 9.62
Black 2012 63.01 15.39 23.16 23.76
Other 48 80.43 8.87 6.25 6.25
Calcasieu 2765 85.96 9.72 14.76 14.83
White 1921 90.01 7.66 12.91 12.96
Black 807 76.32 14.63 19.45 19.58
Other 37 86.49 4.85 8.11 8.11
Caldwell 106 83.50 9.27 16.04 16.98
White 93 85.56 8.29 16.13 16.13
Black 13 69.23 15.15 15.38 23.08
Other 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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Births by Parish of Residence, Race of Mother, and Selected Characteristics
Louisiana, 2003

_ _ Percent with V'\Dlgirgﬁ?gli_r(tjr\:vs % Births to % Births to
Parish Total Births Adequate (<5lbs, 807) Mothers Mothers
Prenatal Care+ 1999 - 2003 15-19 Years Old | Under 20 Years Old

Cameron 94 89.25 8.36 14.89 14.89
White 85 88.24 8.02 14.12 14.12
Black 8 100.00 17.39 25.00 25.00
Other Fkkk 100.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Catahoula 127 74.80 11.66 22.83 23.62
White 81 85.19 8.11 19.75 19.75
Black 46 56.52 17.67 28.26 30.43
Other 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Claiborne 166 71.95 9.31 19.28 19.28
White 67 85.07 5.66 2.99 2.99
Black 98 62.50 12.16 30.61 30.61
Other i 100.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Concordia 187 55.19 17.39 18.72 19.25
White 75 75.68 15.32 14.67 14.67
Black 109 41.12 19.45 22.02 22.94
Other i 50.00 7.14 0.00 0.00
DeSoto 340 72.89 12.12 19.41 20.29
White 160 81.65 8.80 18.13 18.13
Black 180 64.94 15.42 20.56 22.22
Other 0 0.00 25.00 0.00 0.00
E. Baton Rouge 5736 80.86 11.14 12.71 12.99
White 2503 91.01 7.22 6.03 6.07
Black 3026 71.98 14.53 18.87 19.37
Other 207 88.83 8.31 3.38 3.38
East Carroll 130 67.44 12.10 13.85 14.62
White 18 88.89 7.81 5.56 11.11
Black 112 63.96 13.02 15.18 15.18
Other 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
E. Feliciana 261 75.77 9.31 16.48 16.48
White 132 85.61 7.79 13.64 13.64
Black 129 65.63 10.90 19.38 19.38
Other 0 0.00 25.00 0.00 0.00
Evangeline 471 75.64 13.26 17.20 17.62
White 333 80.61 10.04 12.91 12.91
Black 137 63.50 19.54 27.74 29.20
Other i 100.00 7.69 0.00 0.00
Franklin 279 64.52 11.22 19.35 20.43
White 153 85.62 9.10 12.42 13.07
Black 125 38.40 13.90 28.00 29.60
Other ik 100.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Grant 255 86.45 8.32 12.16 12.94
White 224 89.09 7.87 11.61 11.61
Black 28 64.29 12.26 17.86 25.00
Other Frkk 100.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Iberia 1122 67.03 9.80 17.91 18.54
White 658 77.42 6.73 14.13 14.59
Black 441 51.61 14.41 24.49 25.40
Other 23 65.22 7.78 0.00 0.00
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Births by Parish of Residence, Race of Mother, and Selected Characteristics
Louisiana, 2003
_ _ Percent with V'\Dlgirgﬁ?gli_r(tjr\:vs % Births to % Births to
Parish Total Births PreAnda?glug;ere+ (o, B 15 1,\5/)|$2aerrss Old UnderMZ(z)ﬂ:(eer:rs Old
1999 - 2003
Iberville 458 75.00 11.61 19.00 19.21
White 178 90.34 7.92 7.87 7.87
Black 278 65.33 14.37 25.90 26.26
Other ok 50.00 0.00 50.00 50.00
Jackson 211 79.33 9.28 16.11 16.59
White 147 85.42 6.98 15.65 15.65
Black 62 64.52 14.16 16.13 17.74
Other ok 100.00 0.00 50.00 50.00
Jefferson 6287 82.56 9.22 12.20 12.52
White 3721 88.00 7.05 9.54 9.62
Black 2230 73.46 13.29 17.85 18.61
Other 336 82.93 7.61 4.17 4.17
Jefferson Davis 477 70.13 10.42 15.30 15.30
White 370 77.66 8.83 12.97 12.97
Black 102 42.00 16.57 22.55 22.55
Other 5 80.00 4.76 40.00 40.00
Lafayette 2956 88.93 9.25 11.57 11.84
White 1923 93.43 6.51 9.41 9.41
Black 971 80.27 15.09 16.27 17.10
Other 62 85.25 6.57 4.84 4.84
Lafourche 1229 73.72 9.94 12.94 13.10
White 932 75.55 8.11 10.84 10.94
Black 257 66.54 16.19 19.84 20.23
Other 40 77.50 10.80 17.50 17.50
LaSalle 175 89.14 7.82 14.86 14.86
White 152 90.79 6.05 13.16 13.16
Black 21 76.19 20.69 28.57 28.57
Other ok 100.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Lincoln 543 75.84 9.39 13.63 13.81
White 286 81.63 5.96 9.44 9.44
Black 244 69.14 13.28 18.85 19.26
Other 13 75.00 4.44 7.69 7.69
Livingston 1528 85.73 7.99 11.19 11.19
White 1436 87.14 7.60 10.93 10.93
Black 81 59.26 15.19 17.28 17.28
Other 11 100.00 5.41 0.00 0.00
Madison 130 70.54 15.37 22.31 22.31
White 32 93.55 13.48 15.63 15.63
Black 98 63.27 16.02 24.49 24.49
Other 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Morehouse 410 78.50 11.81 17.80 18.05
White 188 88.11 8.85 11.70 11.70
Black 218 70.14 14.22 23.39 23.85
Other ok 75.00 16.67 0.00 0.00
Natchitoches 581 77.02 10.92 18.07 18.42
White 269 87.50 7.59 12.64 12.64
Black 306 67.44 13.65 22.88 23.53
Other 6 100.00 24.14 16.67 16.67
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Births by Parish of Residence, Race of Mother, and Selected Characteristics
Louisiana, 2003
_ _ Percent with V'\Dlgirgﬁ?gli_r(tjr\:vs % Births to % Births to
Parish Total Births Adequate (<5lbs, 807) Mothers Mothers
Prenatal Care+ 1999 - 2003 15-19 Years Old | Under 20 Years Old
Orleans 6919 76.89 13.23 16.98 17.44
White 1298 89.86 7.42 3.31 3.31
Black 5421 73.45 14.76 20.77 21.36
Other 200 86.67 7.50 3.00 3.00
Quachita 2251 82.52 10.68 16.53 16.97
White 1206 88.76 7.16 1111 11.19
Black 1017 74.85 14.87 23.40 24.29
Other 28 92.59 11.01 0.00 0.00
Plaguemines 443 80.82 8.51 13.77 13.77
White 284 84.45 6.96 12.32 12.32
Black 128 73.60 11.86 19.53 19.53
Other 31 76.67 9.02 3.23 3.23
Pointe Coupee 289 81.05 12.45 19.72 20.76
White 152 88.59 8.13 9.21 9.21
Black 132 71.76 17.15 32.58 34.85
Other 5 100.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Rapides 1898 87.71 10.65 14.96 15.02
White 1145 92.77 7.63 11.88 11.88
Black 736 80.19 15.34 19.84 19.97
Other 17 75.00 9.15 11.76 11.76
Red River 162 72.50 10.22 22.22 22.84
White 82 81.71 7.92 15.85 15.85
Black 79 62.34 12.43 29.11 30.38
Other Fkkk 100.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Richland 281 78.91 11.87 18.86 19.22
White 129 86.72 6.78 15.50 15.50
Black 150 71.72 16.91 22.00 22.67
Other Fkkk 100.00 37.50 0.00 0.00
Sabine 338 76.88 9.20 15.68 15.68
White 233 79.91 6.88 16.74 16.74
Black 74 63.51 14.96 17.57 17.57
Other 31 86.67 14.41 3.23 3.23
St. Bernard 898 88.28 9.47 14.48 14.92
White 743 90.50 8.61 14.00 14.54
Black 128 78.57 15.46 18.75 18.75
Other 27 74.07 9.82 7.41 7.41
St. Charles 644 83.44 8.99 12.58 12.58
White 423 92.31 7.03 8.98 8.98
Black 209 65.22 12.81 20.10 20.10
Other 12 90.91 12.50 8.33 8.33
St. Helena 101 82.65 9.44 13.86 13.86
White 38 89.19 6.72 15.79 15.79
Black 63 78.69 11.27 12.70 12.70
Other 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
St. James 287 62.81 11.80 16.72 16.72
White 122 75.00 7.45 8.20 8.20
Black 165 53.94 14.58 23.03 23.03
Other 0 0.00 20.00 0.00 0.00
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Births by Parish of Residence, Race of Mother, and Selected Characteristics
Louisiana, 2003

_ _ Percent with V'\Dlgirgﬁ?gli_r(tjr\:vs % Births to % Births to
parish Total Births PreAnda?glug;ere+ (o, Efery) 15 1,\5/)|$2aerrss Old UnderMZ(z)ﬂ:(eer:rs Old
1999 - 2003
St. John 691 74.23 10.23 15.05 15.20
White 326 84.57 7.16 9.20 9.20
Black 354 64.53 13.23 20.34 20.62
Other 11 72.73 1.69 18.18 18.18
St. Landry 1337 75.34 11.13 17.58 18.03
White 705 85.76 7.92 12.20 12.48
Black 621 63.74 14.49 23.67 24.32
Other 11 72.73 541 18.18 18.18
St. Martin 706 86.23 10.78 16.43 16.57
White 444 91.03 8.46 12.39 12.39
Black 248 77.42 14.44 24.60 25.00
Other 14 92.86 7.55 0.00 0.00
St. Mary 766 73.52 10.55 17.49 17.89
White 461 78.56 8.08 14.32 14.53
Black 285 65.25 14.83 22.81 23.51
Other 20 75.00 6.98 15.00 15.00
St. Tammany 2916 87.14 7.80 9.22 9.26
White 2464 89.04 6.92 7.55 7.59
Black 396 75.64 12.75 19.95 19.95
Other 56 85.19 10.33 7.14 7.14
Tangipahoa 1562 80.49 10.20 14.92 14.98
White 946 87.27 6.84 10.25 10.36
Black 605 69.68 15.14 22.48 22.48
Other 11 90.91 14.52 0.00 0.00
Tensas 80 47.50 11.36 20.00 21.25
White 15 86.67 10.45 20.00 20.00
Black 63 36.51 11.53 20.63 22.22
Other Hokkk 100.00 33.33 0.00 0.00
Terrebonne 1697 76.71 10.31 15.44 15.67
White 1216 77.13 8.37 14.31 14.39
Black 331 77.54 16.61 19.64 20.24
Other 150 71.43 10.82 15.33 16.00
Union 305 82.12 8.97 15.08 15.41
White 209 90.38 7.42 9.09 9.57
Black 93 62.64 11.81 29.03 29.03
Other i 100.00 15.38 0.00 0.00
Vermilion 750 88.23 9.13 13.33 13.60
White 565 88.85 7.53 10.44 10.80
Black 167 85.45 15.61 24.55 24.55
Other 18 94.44 5.38 0.00 0.00
Vernon 1010 76.52 7.10 12.18 12.18
White 781 77.94 6.24 11.27 11.27
Black 188 70.97 10.35 15.96 15.96
Other 41 75.00 6.25 12.20 12.20
Washington 659 81.82 10.88 16.84 17.75
White 407 88.53 8.81 13.76 14.25
Black 250 70.73 14.12 21.60 23.20
Other Fkkk 100.00 0.00 50.00 50.00
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Births by Parish of Residence, Race of Mother, and Selected Characteristics

Louisiana, 2003

_ _ Percent with V'\Dlgirgﬁ?gli_r(tjr\:vs % Births to % Births to
parish Total Births PreAnda?glug;ere+ (o, Efery) 15 1,\5/)|$2aerrss Old UnderMZ(z)ﬂ:(eer:rs Old
1999 - 2003
Webster 532 81.42 12.33 17.48 17.67
White 347 88.60 9.20 12.39 12.39
Black 183 67.98 17.17 27.32 27.87
Other Fkkk 50.00 33.33 0.00 0.00
W. Baton Rouge 293 79.17 10.18 12.63 12.63
White 174 87.72 7.60 9.77 9.77
Black 118 66.38 14.12 16.95 16.95
Other sk 100.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
West Carroll 146 83.33 10.59 20.55 20.55
White 117 86.09 8.88 20.51 20.51
Black 29 72.41 17.31 20.69 20.69
Other 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
W. Feliciana 129 87.20 8.92 14.73 14.73
White 63 98.36 5.72 4.76 4.76
Black 66 76.56 12.26 24.24 24.24
Other 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Winn 190 82.35 9.07 13.16 15.26
White 120 87.39 5.64 10.83 10.83
Black 70 73.53 15.45 17.14 22.86
Other 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

+According to mod

ified Kessner index.

***Counts less than 5 and greater than 0.
Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics.

30




2005 Louisiana Health Report Card Population and Vital Statistics

C. DEATHS

Death Counts and Crude Mortality Rates

There were 42,297 deaths among Louisiana residents in 2003, representing an increase from 41,797
deaths in 2002. In 2003, there were 28,947 (68.4%) deaths among whites, 13,075 (30.9%) among blacks,
and 275 (0.7%) among other races. Among age groups there were 21% deaths in the age group 45-64
years, 45% in the age group 65-84 years and 23% among those who were 85 years and older.

Crude (unadjusted) death rates are useful for examining the overall mortality in an area or population
group, since they utilize total population and do not account for any population attributes. In Louisiana,
the crude death rate slightly increased from 932.4 per 100,000 population in 2002 to 940.7 per 100,000
population in 2003.

The United States death rate in 2003 decreased to 841.9 per 1,000 population, from 848.9 per 1,000
population in 2002.

Crude Death Rates
Louisiana and United States, 1983-2003
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Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
National Center for Health Statistics Final Data 2003

Crude death rates also give an estimate of the overall mortality for a population, because they measure
deaths in the population as a whole. Adjusted rates (also called standardized rates) are derived from
statistical procedures that adjust for differences in population composition, such as age, race, or sex,
which can increase or decrease the likelihood of death in one or more of the populations being
considered. Because age-adjusted death rates control for the variations in age structures of populations,
they make comparisons between mortality rates of different populations meaningful. However, the age-
adjusted mortality measure is not a true estimation of the death rate as the crude mortality rate is, and it
should not be used in comparisons with crude mortality rates. Differences in age-adjusted rates in two
different populations may reflect an actual difference in death rates in the two populations, or may be due

to other factors, such as race or sex, which were not taken into account when the adjustments for age
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were made. In the table below, crude rates for 2003 are preliminary; at this time we have final figures for

Louisiana and United States, which are 940.7 and 841.9 per 100,000 population respectively.

Mortality Rates
Louisiana, Neighboring States, and United States, 2003

State Crude Rate* Age-Adjusted Rate**
Alabama 1038.2 1001.9
Arkansas 1024.5 937.6
Louisiana 954.0 1007.4
Mississippi 990.4 1015.2
Texas 701.5 857.2
United States 840.4 831.2

*Rate per 100,000 population, preliminary 2003. **Rate per 100,000 U.S. standard population 2000.
Source: National Center for Health Statistics (Revised 2000 rates in NVSR vol. 53:15 : Preliminary Death Data 2003)

Number of Deaths by Age Group and Sex
Louisiana, 2003

Age Group
S Under 5 5-14 15-24 25-44 45-64 65-84 85+ Unknown Total
Male 307 55 213 1034 3479 9451 6674 0 21213
Female 404 80 612 1923 5390 9568 3107 0 21084
Total 711 135 825 2957 8869 19019 9781 0 42297
Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
Number and Rate of Deaths by Race - Sex, Age Group, and Parish
Louisiana, 2003
Agein Years
Race 1- | 5- | 10- | 15- | 20- | 25- | 35- | 45- | 55- | 65- 75-
Parish Total Rate* Sex <1l| 4 9 14 19 24 34 44 54 64 74 84 85+ | UNK.
State Total 42297| 940.7 ALL|604 [107 |61 |74 |330 |495 (1016|1941 (3636 |5233 (7635 |11384 (9781 |0
14231 WM| 118| 23| 17| 16| 135| 212| 344| 692| 1293| 1949( 2904| 4144|2384 0
14716 WF| 119 Q| wixk|  wmkx| 58 60| 143 368| 670| 1249| 2368| 4493|5160 0
6699 BM| 209| 45| 22 24| 101| 158| 352| 520| 942 1158 1214| 1252 702 0
6376 BF| 149| 28| 12| 23] 57| 166| 347 698| 835( 1090| 1447|1490 0
154 OM]| #xxx| *kkk | Sokkn 0 0 *hokk *okkk 8 23 25 28 26 21 0
12 1 O F *kkk *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 6 10 17 3 1 22 24 O
Acadia 599 10.1 ALL| Q[ *xx[  Qf wewx| e 13| 14 29 51 76 95 153| 151 0
250 WM *¥¥k] kokxx (0] Ieieied I 8 9 17 24 36 37 60 50 0
269 WF|[ *+ 0] 0 (0] il I ] Il 9 14 28 44 76| 87 0
35 BM 0 *kkk 0 O 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 7 6 7 7 *kkk O
44 BF 0 O 0 0 0 0 *kkk *kkk 6 6 *kkk 10 *kkk O
ok oM| © of o 0 0 0 0 0 0 (0] I 0 0 0
0 OF 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Allen 241 9.5 ALL | **** (0] Biciaieid Il 0 5 5 9 18 32 47 70| 50 0
95 WM 0 Q] *xxx 0 (0] el il 5 10 14 27 22 13 0
96 WF *kkk 0 0 O 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 11 16 35 23 0
20 BM 0 0 0 0 0 *kkk O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 5 *kkk 0
27 BF O O 0 *kkk 0 *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 8 8 O
*kkk O M *kkk 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 *kkk O O O *kkk 0
0 OF 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ascension 575 7.1 ALL T| FRrx| HhRx] kkk| D 5 8 37 60 75 94 166| 105 0
233 WM *kkk Kkkk| kkkk *kkk 7 *kkk *kkk 20 28 30 45 70 20 0
225 WF *kkk| Kkkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 7 14 27 30 69 68 0
53 B M *kkk *kkk 0 0 *kkk 0 *kkk 5 8 1 1 9 1 1 *kkk 0
62 BF *kkk O 0 0 0 0 *kkk 5 10 K*kkk *kkk 16 *kkk O
okokk oM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q] e 0 0 0 0
Fokkk OF 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q] 0 0 0
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Number and Rate of Deaths by Race - Sex, Age Group, and Parish
Louisiana, 2003

Age in Years

Race 1- | 5- | 10- | 15- | 20- | 25- | 35- | 45- | 55- [ 65- 75-
Parish Total | Rate* | Sex [<1| 4 9 14 | 19 24 | 34 | 44 54 64 74 84 85+ | UNK.
Assumption 201 8.6 ALL 7 Of **** 0 Q]  HHRx] Ak 6 16 30 43 46( 47 0
67 WM| ****[ 0] 0 0 (0] Ikl aioioied M 5 8 20 15( 13 0
58 WF[ O 0o O 0 0 O wwrx]  wkkx| o torkk 6 12 15( 21 0
45 BM *kkk O *kkk O 0 O *kkk *kkk 7 11 *kkk 7 5 0
3 1 B F *kkk 0 O o O o O *kkk *kkk 5 *kkk 9 8 0
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf o/l o o o o o o o o oo o of o 0
Avoyelles 459 109  ALL| *wef weex] o] Of wee| weel gl 19f  42[ 54| 71|  132| 124 0
165 WM| **++| Q| 0| 0| x| wees| wee 10| 14| 23| 31f 49| 30 0
181 WF|**| 0| of of == o o o 12 13 21 58| 74 0
51 BM[ O] * 0| Of 0| 0 »| = gl 9| 13 8| 9 0
59 BF| O O 0| of » | »xx[ w=x| gl 9f 6 15| 10 0
wkx oM o[ of of o o o of o o of of * 0 0
Hxx OFf ol of of o of of ©0f Of 0 0f 0f ol = 0
Beauregard 303 91| ALL|*=[ 0| o0 oOf | == gl 12| 26| 33| 63 83 73 0
146 WM| **++| 0| 0| O x| weex| | weex| 14| 24 33| 44| 18 0
124 WF|*| 0| of o of o] = 5 6 9 21 31| 49 0
14 B M 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 *kkk *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 0
19 BF O O 0 0 0 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk O *kkk *kkk *kkk O
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Bienville 223 14.3 ALL| ****[ 0] O O wxx* 5[ wwxx 9 9 24 38 52| 79 0
55 WM| O 0o O (0] aioieied M Of wwwx) weex 9 13 14 10 0
74 WE( *rxx 0 0 0 0 0 Q] Q] ** 9 16| 43 0
53 BM 0 0 0 0 (0] Icicicial Miaiaieied Il Il 9 11 14| 11 0
4 1 B F *kkk 0 0 0 0 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 5 8 l 5 0
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Bossier 813 8 ALL| 10| #H**| Hkkk] odokokk | kokoek 11 24 35 58 92| 172 225| 176 0
356 WM | k] k] ko] kokoke | ek 8 7 17 29 46 85 111 43 0
304 WF *kkk| Khkkk 0 *kkk O *kkk *kkk 14 16 22 65 87 91 O
65 BM| *¥#x| Hkx 0 0 Of ¥+ 11| e 7 12 14 8 6 0
82 BF *kkk 0 0 0 0 *kkk *kkk K*kkk 6 *kkk 5 19 36 0
il OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 Qf wwwex) wx 0 0 0
el OFf O of O 0 0 0 Of Hrxx 0 Of 0 0 0
Caddo 2683 10.6 ALL| 43 5[ x| *rkkl 13 26| 48| 117| 220| 331| 463 737| 675 0
765 WM| #¥**[ Q] *xxx 0 7 9| 10 33 56 91| 170 237( 146 0
881 WE | *rxx 0 0 (0] Iaiaiaial I iaiaial B ¢ Bl 31 70| 117 279( 350 0
551 BM| 27| #rxx]| ek Of **** 9 18 35 84 99 98 121 wwxx 0
480 BF| 10| ****[  Q xxkk| cerx] ek 9 29 49 69 76 100| 126 0
il OoM| O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Qf wwwex] wx 0 0 0
*kkk OF 0 0 O o O o 0 *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk O *kkk 0
Calcasieu 1712 9.3 ALL| 22 5 (<] i 15 18| 37 92| 140 226| 316 460 374 0
664 WM|  Bfprrx rkx ik 7 6] 20 39 62 93| 124 199| 102 0
631 WF 5 O fF*** Qf wrxx 6| rrxx 16 29 64| 102 187| 210 0
207 BM| 8 Ofrx* Of *xx|  wwxx 9 23 28 32 45 38| wx 0
200 BF *kkk Kkkkk | kkkk 0 0 K*kkk *kkk 14 20 34 42 *kkk 44 0
5 OM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 O+ il M 0
5 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (0] il I cleieiel Mookl 0 0 0
Caldwell 138 12.9 ALL[ O of o 0 Of wxxx| wrrx 9 15 17 30 39| 24 0
60 WM| O 0 0 0 Of wwwx] wkex 6 6 11 13 14 0
58 WF[ O 0 0 0 0 (0] Iaisiaied Bl 5| 12 19| 15 0
1 3 B M O O O O 0 O O O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 0 0
6 BF 0 O O 0 O 0 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk O *kkk *kkk 0
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
el OFf O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (0] il 0 0 0
Cameron 66 68 ALL O o *kkk O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 10 14 18 15 O
33 WM 0 0 O o *kkk *kkk 0 *kkk 6 7 10 *kkk 0
27 WF 0 O *kkk 0 0 *kkk O *kkk O *kkk *kkk *kkk 8 0
weex BM[ 0] o of of of o of 0 Of of of o 0
5 BF O O O 0 O 0 0 *kkk O 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 0
0 OM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OF 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Age in Years
Race 1- | 5- | 10- | 15- | 20- | 25- | 35- | 45- | 55- [ 65- 75-
Parish Total | Rate* | Sex [<1| 4 9 14 | 19 24 | 34 | 44 54 64 74 84 85+ | UNK.
Catahoula 112 10.5 ALL pxx kkk ok foodk ook Tk [ kkkk 0 7 13 28 25| 29 0
34 WM O *kkk | kkkk O 0 *kkk *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk 7 7 9 0
43 W *rxx 0 0 0 0] ** 0 Of x| wrrx 12 13| 11 0
1 3 B M *kkk 0 0 *kkk O O 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk O O
2 2 B F 0 0 0 O *kkk 0 0 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk g 0
0 OM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Claiborne 199 12.1 ALL |*rx* 0 0 Qf wrxx|  eeRk] ek 5 10 15 29 60| 71 0
46 WM *kkk 0 0 o *kkk O 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 9 17 11 0
70 WF[ O 0o O 0 0 0 Of Of wwwx] wkex 24| 36 0
48 BM *kkk O 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 6 6 12 9 9 0
35 BF *kkk 0 O o O o O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 10 15 0
0 OoM| O o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Concordia 183 9.2 ALL|  Of**** Qx bk ok 6 8 12 32 30 47( 41 0
57 WM| O 0 0 0 (0] il Seickeiel kel Frkk 5 11 14| 13 0
56 WF[ O 0o O Orr** 0 O [rr* 0 9 10 16 16 0
36 BM 0 0 0 *kkk 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk 10 5 8 5 0
33 BF| O] 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 8rr** 9 7 0
ok OoM| O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (0] il 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
DeSoto 307 12 ALL |*rx* 0 0 (0] Ikl Ml 6 12 16 41 45 101 79 0
95 WM| O 0 0 Of **** (0] il i 6 12 16 31 22 0
92 WE [**x* 0 0 0 O [rr* (0] Eciciclol e 7 11 37| 30 0
67 BM | x*x* 0 0 0 0 O **** 6 5 14 13 19 7 0
*kkk B F O 0 O o *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 8 *kkk 14 20 0
0 OoM| O o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
il OFf O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (0] ool 0 0 0
E. Baton Rouge 3320 8 ALL[ 53| 10| #rx= 6| 34 47 97| 192| 324| 412 516 839 787 0
945 WM[ 10 ****| 0 of 12 18| 26 43 67| 135 159 283| 191 0
1069 WF[ 5 0 0 (0] Icicioied il eicioied I 48 84| 154 328( 414 0
652 BM| 24 B wrxx[ Frwexf 12 191 32 75| 120 99| 104 97( 60 0
637 BF| 14| x| kx| oekk] ok k) 3] 53 83 90 96 129| 122 0
*kkk O M O 0 O 0 0 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk O 0
*kkk O F 0 0 0 O 0 O O O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk O O
East Carroll 103 114 ALL[ Of #r** 0 (0] Isisieied Icicioiel Moioioiad M 9 19 19 24| 26 0
*kkk WM 0 O 0 O 0 *kkk 0 O 0 *kkk *kkk 6 *kkk O
22 WF[ O 0o O 0 0 0 0 O wwwx]  wRRx ook 10 7 0
27 BM 0 *kkk 0 O *kkk O *kkk O *kkk 7 6 *kkk *kkk 0
34 BF|f O of o 0 0 0 Of wwwx] e 6 6 wekkl 11 0
ok OoM| O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Of wrxx 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
E. Feliciana 229 10.9 ALL| **** 0 0 Of Hxx|  rrrx 6 7 27 21 54 61| 44 0
59 WM 0 0 0 0 Q)  FHRK| Rk kkkk 9 5 19 15 6 0
65 WF[ O 0o O O wwrx]  wex 0 O wwwx] e 16 20| 20 0
62 B M *kkk 0 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk 5 *kkk 7 1 2 14 9 O
43 BF| **** of o 0 0 0 Of wwxx 8| wwxx 7 12 9 0
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Evangeline 374 10.6 ALL [ k[ rokkk] stokokok ] okokok 6 10 7 10 31 32 68 105| 98 0
165 WM| **** 0 (0] Baiaieid M 6| rrxx 5 16 12 32 52 30 0
124 WE ([ **** 0| *rxx 0 0 0 Of Hxxx 7| wee 20 34| 53 0
54 BM 0 K*kkk| kkkk O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 11 9 9 8 O
31 BF O o O 0 0 *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 7 10 7 0
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Franklin 280 13.4 ALL 5[ *xx* 0 (0] sieieiel Iciciciel Maiokoia 5 19 33 58 75| 77 0
90 WM 0 0 0 0 0] *x* Q] *x* 5 11 23 26( 20 0
98 WEF|[ ****| 0 0 0 0 Of *xxx 0w 6 21 27| 38 0
*kkk B M *kkk| Khkkk 0 O *kkk *kkk 0 *kkk 5 10 8 *kkk *kkk 0
56 BF *kkk O O O 0 O *kkk Fkkk *kkk 6 6 17 *kkk O
ok OoM| O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ok 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Louisiana, 2003

Age in Years
Race 1- | 5- | 10- | 15- | 20- | 25- | 35- | 45- | 55- [ 65- 75-
Parish Total | Rate* | Sex [<1| 4 9 14 | 19 24 | 34 | 44 54 64 74 84 85+ | UNK.
Grant 196 10.4 ALL| O 0 0 Of rxxx Qf rxx* 8 16 22 36 61| 51 0
83 WM| O 0 0 0 0 Of **** 5 11 15 19 21 11 0
88 WF[ O o O 0 0 0 O wwxx] wkkk ek 13 35| 32 0
13 BM 0 O 0 0 *kkk O 0 *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk 5 *kkk 0
12 BF 0 0 0 O 0 O 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 0 *kkk o
0 OM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Iberia 675 9.1 ALL|[ 12 *rxx] sororek]  sokokek (<] e 8 33 51 99| 117 172| 167 0
233 WM *kkk| Khkkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 12 22 40 47 62 38 O
247 WF *kkk| Khhkkk| Khkkk 0 *kkk 0 *kkk 7 8 2 5 37 75 87 0
102 BM 6 0 Q) Hrx* 0] *x** 0 9 9 22 22 20 12 0
92 BF| *¥xx*] Q[ 0 0 Of *xxx 5 12 12 11 15( 30 0
ok OoM| O 0 0 0 (0] Il 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Iberville 327 10 ALL| x| *xxx] g (0] il 5 9 9 30 48 70 83| 68 0
92 WM O 0 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 9 22 *kkk 26 15 O
89 WF[ O 0o O 0 Of wwrx] wkex O wwwx]  kwx 16 32| 27 0
75 BM 0 *kkk 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk 5 *kkk 16 26 8 8 O
*kkk B F *kkk| Kkkk O 0 0 0 *kkk *kkk 12 *kkk 14 17 18 0
ok OoM| O 0 0 0 Of Hxxx 0 0 0 (0] I 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jackson 213 13.7 ALL| **** 0 0 (0] i (0] i 5 8 28 49 59| 54 0
73 WM 0 0 0 Of **** 0 Of #wxx| k] ek 21 271 17 0
65 WF[ O 0o O Of wxxx O wwwx]  wRx| ek 8 12 21 19 0
47 BM *kkk O 0 O 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk 12 11 6 8 0
2 8 B F *kkk 0 O o O o *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk 5 5 1 0 0
0 OoM| O o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jefferson 4136 9.1 ALL| 65 5 5[ *** 19 44 105 179| 335 499| 776 1215| 886 0
1621 WM| 15| *x**[ xxxx Q) Hrx* 17( 44 73| 139| 222| 349 512( 244 0
1703 WF t<] el Iciciaiel Miaieioia 5[ x| 23 46 76| 144 275 560 557 0
405 BM| 20| ****| wkkk] dokkk 7 13 25 34 67 75 75 61 22 0
342 BF| 17 0 Qf Fxxx| wrrx 7 10 24 47 48[ wrrx 73| 48 0
3 6 O M *kkk 0 O 0 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 9 0
2 9 O F *kkk| Khkkk O O 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 10 *kkk 6 O
Jefferson Davis 324 10.5 ALL| HHwx] Aok ] okkk Of Hwx|  rrrx 8 16 23 43 55 101 70 0
127 WM| **** 0 0 0 Q)  HHwx] Ak 8 10 16 22 39 25 0
132 WF[ O 0o O 0 0 Of *wxx 5 6 14 24 45| 36 0
34 B M 0 *kkk| kkkk O *kkk O *kkk *kkk *kkk 5 *kkk 8 *kkk O
*kkk B F O O O O 0 O *kkk O *kkk 8 *kkk 9 *kkk O
ok OoM| O 0 0 0 0 0 Of Hxxx 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Lafayette 1473 7.6 ALL|[ 28 *rxx] wororx]  sokokex 6 19| 26 87| 141 176| 295 355( 331 0
561 WM| **** (0] Ml Bicioiaiad ikl 9 9 40 58 67| 117 151| 101 0
553 WEF([ 11| ** 0 (0] Ieisieied Icicicial Maieioia 20 34 45( 109 150 174 0
186 BM *kkk| Khkkk 0 0 *kkk 5 9 19 28 41 *kkk 30 *kkk O
167 BF| 10 Of **x*[ Hx* Of wxxx| wrerx 8 21 23 36 24| 38 0
ok OoM| O 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 (0] I 0 0 0
el OFf O 0 Qf *xx 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Qf *xxx 0
Lafourche 763 8.4 ALL[ 10 5[ wrx* 0 6 6 20 25 57 99| 119 220 195 0
351 WM | Fadk | k| tokokek Qf xrxx|  xxkk| 15 13 25 51 56 104| 71 0
322 WF[ 5 0o O 0 Of Hrxx 5 7 18 35 45 92| 114 0
46 BM *kkk| Khkkk 0 O *kkk O 0 *kkk 6 7 10 15 *kkk O
35 BF *kkk| Khkkk O O 0 O 0 *kkk 5 *kkk *kkk 9 7 O
*kkk O M O 0 O 0 0 0 O 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk O *kkk 0
*kkk O F 0 0 O O 0 O O O *kkk *kkk 0 0 *kkk 0
LaSalle 170 11.8 ALL [ **** 0 O wwwx] wkkx 0 Of wwxx 17 18 30 53| 46 0
73 WM *kkk O 0 *kkk *kkk 0 O Kkkk 10 12 *kkk 25 11 O
85 WF[ O 0o O 0 0 0 0 Of wxx 6 19 25| 31 0
5 BM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0] *+** 0 0 il el 0
7 B F O o O 0 0 0 O 0 *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk O
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Age in Years

Race 1- | 5- | 10- | 15- | 20- | 25- | 35- | 45- | 55- [ 65- 75-
Parish Total | Rate* | Sex [<1| 4 9 14 | 19 24 | 34 | 44 54 64 74 84 85+ | UNK.
Lincoln 343 8 ALL 7| xrx* 0 Of wrxx 8 7 7 25 37 68 68| 111 0
93 WM *kkk O 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 5 9 19 21 28 0
116 W[ Fxx | owex 0 0 Qf  wxxx| wrrx 0 6 11 15 26| 53 0
58 BM 5 *kkk 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 9 8 11 6 10 O
76 BF| O 0o O 0 0 O wwwx] Rk 5 9 23 15 20 0
0 OM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Livingston 710 7.2 ALL[ 16| **** Of *** 8 9[ 26 39 67 98| 145 187| 112 0
354 WM[ 6 *¥*xx] Q| **xk[ k| xxxx) 20 26 40 46 78 83| 38 0
311 WF[ 6 0| Q] x| wwkk] kkkx 6 11 23 43 57 94| 68 0
17 BM 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 *kkk *kkk 6 *kkk *kkk *kkk 0
2 6 B F *kkk 0 0 0 O 0 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 0
ok OoM| O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Of 0
el OFf O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O wowx 0 0 0 0
Madison 132 10.1 ALL[ O 0o O (0] il O rxrx 13 7 14 20 31| 44 0
27 WM| O of o 0 0 0 Qf Hwwex] wx 5w 8 7 0
30 WF[ O 0o O 0 0 0 Of Of wwwx] wkex 10 12 0
35 BM 0 0 0 Of rxx* 0 0 V4 il B 9 6 9 0
40 BF 0 0 0 O O O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 5 7 16 0
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Morehouse 380 12.5 ALL B wrrx[ Frwx Of Hwxx 9 15 17 28 35 57 104| 104 0
106 WM| O 0 0 0 Of wwxx (<] Il 10 11 18 34| 20 0
135 WF *kkk 0 0 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 11 19 40 49 0
69 B M *kkk| Khkkk| kkkk O *kkk *kkk 5 *kkk 8 8 10 14 *kkk O
*kkk B F *kkk| Kkkk O 0 0 0 *kkk 5 *kkk 5 1 O 1 6 2 2 0
0 OoM| O o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
el OFf O 0 0 0 0 0 Qf Hwxx 0 0 0 Qf HHxx 0
Natchitoches 372 9.5 ALL 5 (0] Bl Il 5| 7 16 26 35 71 114| 88 0
110 WM/ **** 0 0 Of ***x|  wwrx Of *wx 10 12 32 271 22 0
128 WF 0 0 0 *kkk O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 20 51 43 0
64 BM| **** 0 0 0 0 O rwx* ] Il 14 8 13 7 0
70 B F *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 0 0 *kkk 7 *kkk 1 1 23 16 0
0 OoM| O o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf ol o o o o o o o o o o of o 0
Orleans 4956| 10.6| ALL| 78| 8| *+| 15| 52| 81| 221 256| 515| 621| 812 1215|1078 0
791 wmMm| 5 0| o o] == 6| 22| 28] 80| 113| 112 247| 177 0
947 WE| #0ekl 0| 0|  Of weex| ekl wesx| x| 40| 46| 120 278| 434 0
1633 BM| 40| =+| x| 6| 35| 58| 143| 131| 220| 254| 285 310| 146 0
1530 BF| 28| **| ==+ of 13| 14| 47| 82| 171| 201| 284 366| 309 0
2 7 O M *kkk *kkk O O 0 *kkk *kkk O *kkk *khkk 5 5 5 O
28 O F O O O O *kkk O O *kkk *kkk *kkk 6 9 7 0
Ouachita 1380 9.3 ALL[ 26| **** 5 5 5 7 34 52 97| 148 236 423( 338 0
442 WM/ **** Of x| Frkk] dkkk] ek 17 18 44 49 81 160( 65 0
516 WE ([ ***x| Q] *+** il 0 6 8 18 41 79 168| 189 0
*kkk BM 11 K*kkk| *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 7 14 13 33 35 36 27 0
238 BF| Q] xxx[ wexx 0 0 ol 10 12 22| wewx 41 59| 57 0
0 OoM| O o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
il OFf O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Qf wxx 0 0 0 0
Plaguemines 227 8.1 ALL| wrwx| Hokekk (0] ekl Wikl 6| *r* 15 27 30 41 52| 43 0
77 WM| **** 0 0 Qf wwxx| k] ek 10 11 11 15 13| 10 0
90 WEF|[ **** 0 0 0 Of Hrxx Of Hrxx 5 9 21 24| 26 0
36 BM 0 *kkk 0 *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 6 *kkk *kkk 10 *kkk O
21 BF O *kkk O O 0 O O *kkk 5 *kkk *kkk 5 *kkk 0
ok OM| ****[ 0 0 0 0 O xxxx 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
el OFf O 0 0 0 Of Hwwx 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pointe Coupee 241 10.9 ALL| **** 0 Qf k] dkkk] bk sekkk 11 15 21 41 78| 64 0
71 WM 0 0 0 0 0 (0] Il Bl 5 8 16 24 13 0
81 WF 0 0 0 *kkk O o O *kkk *kkk *kkk 8 30 33 0
50 BM *kkk O 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 5 8 8 11 8 0
39 BF *kkk 0 0 O 0 *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 9 13 10 0
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Age in Years
Race 1- | 5- | 10- | 15- | 20- | 25- | 35- | 45- | 55- [ 65- 75-
Parish Total | Rate* | Sex [<1| 4 9 14 | 19 24 | 34 | 44 54 64 74 84 85+ | UNK.
Rapides 1417 111 ALL| 27| *¥x*| wxkk] dokkk 7 11 29 48| 107| 149| 269 402| 363 0
495 WM/ ****[ Q] *xxx Of ****|  wwrx 9 25 39 54| 108 158 91 0
518 WF[ 9 0o O (0] kil I ceiel Mok 7 19 34 81 167| 189 0
188 BM 8 *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 11 11 29 30 *kkk 29 30 O
212 BF 6 *kkk| Kkkkk 0 0 *kkk *kkk 5 *kkk 29 46 48 53 0
ok OoM| O 0 0 0 0 0 0 O wwrx]  weex 0 0 0 0
el OFf O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (0] el Il 0 0 0
Red River 104 10.9 ALL| **** 0 0 (0] Ieisieiel I cicioiel Mioioioiad M 9 11 14 31 29 0
38 WM 0 0 O O *kkk *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 10 12 6 O
41 WF[ O 0o O 0 0 0 Qf x| wkex 5[ wxx 16 14 0
14 B M *kkk 0 0 O O O *kkk *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk O
1 1 B F 0 0 0 O 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk 0 0 *kkk *kkk o
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Richland 235 11.7 ALL 6 Of **** (0] sieieiel I ciciciel Miaiokoia 7 15 25 48 52| 77 0
70 WM 0 0 0 0 Q)  HRRK] k] kkkk] dkkk 12 16 15| 19 0
73 WE | **** 0 0 0 0 0 O x| wRkk[ ek 12 22| 31 0
40 BM *kkk O *kkk O *kkk O 0 *kkk 5 6 9 7 7 O
52 B F *kkk 0 O O 0 O O *kkk *kkk *kkk 1 1 8 20 O
0 OoM| O o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sabine 256 10.8 ALL| ****[ 0 0 (0] ikl M 5 6 23 31 50 65| 69 0
115 WM *kkk 0 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 13 14 28 30 19 O
106 WEF|[ ****| 0 0 O Of *xx* O wxx* 12 17 25| 45 0
2 0 B M 0 O O 0 *kkk O 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk O
15 BF O O 0 0 0 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 0
0 OoM| O o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
St. Bernard 797 12 ALL[ *** 0 Of *wxx 6 71 13 33 66 90| 159 263| 156 0
373 WM 0 0 0 (0] Eaisiaiel Ml VA 42 45 80 128| 50 0
380 WEF|[ ****| 0 O wwwx] wkkk [ k) ok 17 17 38 72 127) 98 0
23 BM 0 0 0 0 0 0 Fkkk Fkkk *kkk K*kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk O
2 l B F *kkk O O O *kkk O *kkk O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk O
0 OoM| O o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
St. Charles 368 7.6 ALL| FHax] k] bk | kokok | kkoek 6 6 24 41 45 74 89| 72 0
131 WM| **** 0 0 0 Q)  HHwx] Ak 7 15 21 30 36( 16 0
120 WF *kkk| Khkkk O o O *kkk *kkk *kkk 9 8 24 33 36 0
63 BM| **** 0 Q Hrwk| rexx Of rrx* 9 11 9 11 10 6 0
*kkk BF O O O *kkk *kkk *kkk 0 *kkk 6 7 9 *kkk 14 O
ok OoM| O Qf **xx 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ok 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
St. Helena 96 9.1 ALL[ O 0 0 0 Of Hrxx 0 8 9 13 21 24 20 0
23 WM 0 0 0 0 O *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 7 0 0
32 WF 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 9 *kkk 10 o
16 BM 0 O O 0 0 0 0 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk O
25 BF O o 0 0 0 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk 5 7 *kkk O
0 OoM| O o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
St. James 180 8.5 ALL| **** 0 0 (0] Ieieieied Icicicial Mok 8 15 22 44 35| 45 0
40 WM 0 0 0 O O O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 13 *kkk 10 O
51 WF[ O 0o O 0 0 0 Qf x| wRRk[ ek 9 14 23 0
51 BM *kkk 0 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 6 12 12 *kkk 5 0
38 BF O o O 0 *kkk O *kkk *kkk 5 *kkk 10 10 7 0
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OF O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
St. John 343 7.8 ALL| #oxx [ odekx) Q) kx| ek 5 6 17 36 53 55 92| 69 0
87 WM| **** 0 0 0 Q)  HHwx] ARk 6 7 17 13 24 13 0
99 WE ([ **** 0o O Of wxxx 0 Of wwwx] ek 6 18 29| 36 0
81 BM| **** 0 Qf k]| rkkk| dokkk 0 6 15 13 13 21 7 0
72 BF O *kkk 0 *kkk 0 *kkk 0 *kkk 7 17 11 *kkk 13 O
ok OoM| O 0 0 0 0 O rxxx 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
*kkk O F 0 O 0 O 0 O *kkk O *kkk 0 0 *kkk O O
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Number and Rate of Deaths by Race - Sex, Age Group, and Parish
Louisiana, 2003

Age in Years

Race 1- | 5- | 10- | 15- | 20- | 25- | 35- | 45- | 55- [ 65- 75-
Parish Total | Rate* | Sex [<1| 4 9 14 | 19 24 | 34 | 44 54 64 74 84 85+ | UNK.
St. Landry 959 10.8 ALL| 18 kx| okerx 0 9 10| 13 56 82| 102| 190 246( 229 0
305 WM swx| oxx] 0 0] Il 6] 17| 36| 33| 63 89| 50 0
301 WF 5 0 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk lg 55 87 112 O
*kkk B M 7 *kkk *kkk O *kkk *kkk *kkk 17 2 2 30 35 30 2 1 O
179 BF| | 0| 0 O wwwx| weex| sl 17) 15| 20 37 40| 46 0
b oM/ o] o o o o O  Of wwe|  wee 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf o o o 0 o 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
St. Martin 439 8.9 ALL G HHk[ k[ ek 7 7 13 20 29 65 79 96| 108 0
153 WM *kkk O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 8 13 24 34 28 30 O
138 WF| =+ 0| 0 (0] I 0| 5| wwex|  wee 9| 24 35/ 53 0
79 BM *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 6 6 21 12 16 *kkk O
67 BF *kkk *kkk 0 O O Kkkk K*kkk Kkkk *kkk ll 9 *kkk 17 0
ok oM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ol 0 0
Hrrk OFf o o o o o o o 0 0 0 0 (o] e 0
St. Mary 530 10.1|  ALL| *exx| w0kl o] 5| = 8| 31 41| 89| 109 135/ 107 0
185 WM[ =+ 0ol 0 0] I o] =+ 11| 12| 27| 49 55| 24 0
177 WF| o] o o0 o o 0 Hwxx 71 11| 28] 26 47| 57 0
93 BM[ 0| **| 0 (0] I Il I 6] 10/ 21| 20 19( 10 0
68 B F *kkk O 0 0 Kkkk O 0 7 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 0
*kkk OM O O O 0 0 0 O 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk O
Hrrk OFf o o o 0 o 0| 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
St. Tammany 1538 7.6 ALL| 16 kx| Hxx 5[ 10 15| 31 68| 133| 200| 297 422 336 0
681 WM| Q[ #wxx| wowex weexf 7| 13 19| 35| 68| 110/ 152|  164| 100 0
689 WE| x| ot Q| x| otk |k 7| 22| 44| 66| 117| 221| 204 0
86 B M *kkk *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 5 7 10 l 1 14 22 *kkk O
77 BF| **| 0| 0 o o 0] o = 11| 13| 14| e 23 0
ok oM 0 0 0 0 0 0 (0] il 0 0 0 ol 0 0
Hrkk OFf o o o o o o o0 0 0 0 0 (o] e 0
Tangipahoa 990 9.7 ALL| 17| 5[ o == 7| 11| 25/ 50| 102| 132| 169| 252| 217 0
349 WM swe| seows] - f x| nk 6| 10| 29| 31| 55| 82 81| 46 0
365 WE| #xxx| dowxx 0 O wwx| weer| sl 93] 27| 37 43| 112 120 0
132 BM *kkk *kkk 0 *kkk 0 *kkk 7 *kkk 27 26 *kkk 27 13 0
142 BF| 7| *| 0 (0] I 0| *wx| weex| 17| 14 22 32| 38 0
ok oM 0 0 0 0 0 Of xx 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hrrk OFf o o o 0 o 0 o0 0 0 O e 0 0 0
Tensas 63 101| ALL| o o o of o 0] O] | 11 71 10 15[ 18 0
15 WM O O 0 O 0 O 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 6 O
16 WF 0 O 0 O 0 O 0 Kkkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 7 0
18 BM 0 O 0 0 0 O 0 *kkk 5 *kkk *kkk 5 *kkk 0
14 BF 0 O 0 O O 0 0 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk Kkkk 0
0 oM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf o o o 0 o 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Terrebonne 810 7.6 ALL| 12| »=[ 5 of 9 14| 18 39| 77| 110| 164| 213| 147 0
338 WM| ok worx| (0] I 7] 10| 17| 34| 55| 72 93| 41 0
296 WF| 5| 0| | 0| 5| x| w111 15[ 31| 60 78| 86 0
84 BM *kkk O *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 5 16 15 13 16 *kkk O
56 BF *kkk O *kkk O 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 10 17 11 0
20 OM *kkk O 0 0 0 *kkk 0 *kkk 6 O *kkk *kkk O O
16 OF O O O 0 0 *kkk O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 0
Union 263 11.8[ ALL| o] o] o© O| *x| w5l 12| 21|  27[ 43 73| 76 0
91 wM| 0| 0| O (0] I I ] I 6 6/ 10| 18 25| 21 0
99 WF| o] o 0 o o (0] I I I 9| 15 28| 41 0
36 BM 0 O 0 0 0 O *kkk *kkk 8 *kkk *kkk 9 *kkk O
37 BF O O 0 O K*kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 11 *kkk 0
0 oM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0o o o 0 o 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Vermilion 548 10.1 ALL| 7| o 0 0 6 *+*| 12 21 42 61 92 160( 142 0
220 WM| **** 0 0 (0] il M 6 6 23 25 38 73| 42 0
237 WE| =] 0| 0| Q| x| weex| week| gl 7| 18] 40 71| 87 0
50 BM *kkk| Khkkk 0 O *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk 5 11 8 7 *kkk 0
36 BF 0 0 0 O O *kkk O *kkk 7 *kkk 6 *kkk 6 o
ok oM/ of of of of of o of o o = o0 o o 0
Hex OFf o of of o of o of of 0 0of 0f **f == 0
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Number and Rate of Deaths by Race - Sex, Age Group, and Parish
Louisiana, 2003

Age in Years
Race 1- | 5- | 10- | 15- | 20- | 25- | 35- | 45- | 55- [ 65- 75-
Parish Total | Rate* | Sex [<1| 4 9 14 | 19 24 | 34 | 44 54 64 74 84 85+ | UNK.
Vernon 385 7.4 ALL| FHwx| k| tokokek (0] Ikl il 9 11 19 63 77 98 97 0
180 WM *kkk| Khkkk| Khkkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk 7 10 34 41 45 33 0
162 WF *kkk 0 O O *kkk O *kkk Fhkk *kkk 17 29 44 58 O
19 BM 0 O O 0 *kkk O *kkk *kkk *kkk 8 *kkk *kkk *kkk O
2 1 B F 0 0 0 O 0 O *kkk 0 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 0
rohkk OoM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q] *x* 0
el OFf O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (] il Il 0 0 0
Washington 567 13 ALL 7| *r** (0] skl Wikl 9 7 22 55 83| 101 162 116 0
216 WM| **** 0 0 O B rrr* 9 26 37 42 64| 28 0
198 WEF|[ ****| 0 Qf *xxx 0 O *xx 6 11 22 35 64| 56 0
81 BM 0 0 Q) HHRR] k] k] ek 6 11 11 13 18| 16 0
*kkk B F *kkk| Kkkk 0 o O *kkk *kkk *kkk 7 1 3 *kkk *kkk 1 6 o
il OoM| O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Of *** il 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Webster 574 13.9 ALL| #rxx| workk 0 0 5 7 7 19 40 66| 115 170 139 0
187 WM Q] **** 0 (0] Ikl Ml 5 6 13 22 45 63 28 0
206 WEF|[ ****| 0 0 0 Of wwwx] wwx 7 6 20 41 62| 67 0
8 l B M *kkk| Khkkk O 0 *kkk *kkk 0 *kkk 10 14 13 22 14 O
100 BF *kkk 0 O O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 11 10 16 23 30 0
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
W. Baton 177 8.1 ALL [ ¥¥x%[ wrkk] woxoxx 0 Of #xx| weex 10 18 34 36 38| 30 0
Rouge 53 WM 0 0 0 0 0 Of x| wwwk] e 11 15 15| rrxx 0
4 1 W F *kkk 0 *kkk 0 O *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk 7 1 O 7 1 2 0
38 BM *kkk| Khkkk O O 0 O *kkk *kkk 9 7 *kkk 7 *kkk 0
4 5 B F *kkk K*kkk 0 O 0 O 0 *kkk *kkk 9 *kkk 9 1 0 0
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OF O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
West Carroll 158 12.9 ALL| **** 0 Q) Hrx* 0] *x** 0 *x* 10 16 24 35 61 0
60 WM| **** 0 0 0 0] **** 0] **** 5 9 15 13| 12 0
72 WF *kkk 0 O *kkk O 0 O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 18 39 O
1 3 B M *kkk O 0 O 0 *kkk 0 o *kkk *kkk 0 *kkk 5 0
1 3 B F O O 0 0 O 0 0 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 5 0
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OF O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
W. Feliciana 107 7.1 ALL| O *Hwx] wokkk] odokokk ] hokkk | tokokk 5| 12 17 21 28 13 0
33 WM 0 *kkk| kkhkkk O *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 5 8 *kkk 8 *kkk O
23 WF[ O 0o O O xxx 0 0 0 (0] Il 8 ok 8 0
28 BM 0 0 O O *kkk O *kkk *kkk *kkk 7 6 *kkk *kkk o
23 B F O O O *kkk 0 0 *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk l l *kkk O
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OF O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Winn 212 12.9 ALL [ ¥*%[ wrxx 0 (0] Ieiuieiel I cicioiel Moioioial Ml 14 29 37 701 49 0
86 WM| **** 0 0 0 Of  wxxx| e 0 7 19 15 25| 16 0
66 WF[ O 0o O O rxxx 0 (0] Iiioiel Ikl Ikl 11 25| 23 0
2 5 B M *kkk 0 0 o *kkk 0 *kkk *kkk *kkk *kkk 5 5 *kkk 0
35 BF O *kkk 0 O O O 0 O *kkk *kkk 6 15 F*kkk O
0 OoM| O 0o O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 OFf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics.
*Rate per 1,000 population.
***Cells suppressed to protect confidentiality.
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Age-Adjusted Mortality Rate for Total Deaths

The age-adjusted death rate from all causes for Louisiana in 2003 was 994.8 per 100,000 (2000 U.S.
standard population).

Leading Causes of Death

Beginning with deaths occurring in 1999, the United States has adopted the World Health Organization's
tenth revision of the International Classification of Diseases (ICD-10) guidelines for coding cause of death
information recorded on death certificates. Because ICD-10 incorporated changes in the way causes of
death are grouped to produce cause-of-death statistics, death statistics generated under ICD-9 (1979-
1998) and ICD-10 might not be comparable for some causes of death. It is important to be aware of

these potential comparability issues when viewing and evaluating changes in death rates over time.

Percents of Deaths from the Fve Leading Causes of Death
Louisiana, 2003

Malignant
Neoplasms
22%

Diabetes Mellitus
4%

Diseases of the
Heart
27%

All Other Causes
36%

Cerebrovascular
Disease
6%

Accidents &
Adverse Effects
5%

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
Of the total 42,297 deaths to Louisiana residents in 2003, the leading causes were: diseases of the heart;
malignant neoplasms (cancer); cerebrovascular disease (stroke); accidents; and diabetes mellitus. 64%

of all deaths in Louisiana in 2003 were attributable to these five causes, as shown in the figure.

The top four causes - diseases of the heart, malignant neoplasms, cerebrovascular disease, and
accidents - together account for 60.4% of total deaths. There was no variation observed between the
years 2003 and 2002 with regard to leading causes of death. In fact, these four causes have consistently
been the leading causes of death in Louisiana for the past 20 years, though the specific order has
alternated. The fifth-ranked cause has shown more variation, shifting between diabetes, chronic lower

respiratory disease, and influenza and pneumonia.

Although the last two decades have seen a considerable downward trend in diseases of the heart, these
conditions remain Louisiana's number one cause of death. The 2003 crude death rate of 254.4 per 1,000
population was higher than the 2002 rate of 248.3 deaths per 100,000 population. Rounding out the top
ten causes of death in the state in 2003 were: diabetes mellitus; chronic lower respiratory diseases;
alzheimer's disease, nephritis, nephrotic syndrome, and nephrosis; influenza and pneumonia; and
septicemia.
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The leading causes of death in Louisiana were determined by ranking the crude death rates from the

highest to lowest, and then adjusting these rates for age. Once adjusted, the top five cause-specific,

death rates for the state were found to be the same for both 2003 and 2002. The causes in question

were:

- Diseases of the heart

- Malignant Neoplasms

- Cerebrovascular disease

- Accidents and adverse effects

- Diabetes Mellitus

Age-Adjusted Mortality Rates* for the Top Ten Causes of Death
Louisiana and United States, 2003
Age-Adjusted Death Rate
LA Rank** Cause of Death Couisiana United States U.S. Rank**
- All Causes 994.8 846.8 -
1 Diseases of the Heart 271.8 232.3 1
2 Malignant Neoplasms 220.2 190.1 2
3 Cerebrovascular Disease 59.9 54.2 3
4 Accidents 48.3 37.3 5
5 Diabetes Mellitus 40.6 25.6 6
6 Chronic Lower Respiratory Diseases 40.6 43.3 4
7 Alzheimer’s Disease 28.9 21.4 8
8 Nepbhritis, Nephrotic Syndrome, and Nephrosis 25.0 14.4 9
9 Influenza and Pneumonia 22.0 22.0 7
10 Septicemia 19.2 11.6 10

*Age-Adjusted Rate per 100,000 2000 U.S. standard population
**Causes of death are ranked based on crude death rates
Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics

National Center for Health Statistics, Final Death Data 2003

The following chart displays age-adjusted mortality rates for the five leading causes of death in Louisiana

in 2003. The age-adjusted rates show that males, particularly black males, are at higher risk than females

of dying of heart disease, cancer, cerebrovascular disease, accidents, and chronic lower respiratory

disease. Blacks are at higher risk than whites of dying of heart disease, cancer, and cerebrovascular

disease.

usted rate per
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]
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Age-Adjusted Death Rates for the
Five Leading Causes of Death by Sex and Race
Louisiana, 2003
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200.0 4
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0.0 | H_% m i
Disease of the Malignant Cerebrovascular Accidental Diabetes
Heart Neoplasms Disease Deaths

Source: Louisiana Center for Health Statistics
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The following table lists age-adjusted mortality rates for the four major race-sex groups in 2003.

Age-Adjusted Death Rates* for Selected Causes of Mortality
by Race - Sex
Louisiana, 2003
Cause of Death/Race/Sex Age-adjusted Rate*
Diseases of the Heart 271.8
White Male 321.3
White Female 207.0
Black Male 382.2
Black Female 2715
Malignant Neoplasm 220.2
White Male 262.2
White Female 168.6
Black Male 359.5
Black Female 209.8
Cerebrovascular Diseases 59.9
White Male 54.9
White Female 52.6
Black Male 89.5
Black Female 73.1
Accidents 48.3
White Male 75.3
White Female 30.1
Black Male 65.8
Black Female 23.7
Diabetes 40.6
White Male 33.4
White Female 27.0
Black Male 73.7
Black Female 72.8
Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease 40.6
White Male 52.9
White Female 38.7
Black Male 42.3
Black Female 22.6
Alzheimer's Disease 28.9
White Male 28.2
White Female 33.2
Black Male 19.6
Black Female 21.7
Nepbhritis, Nephrotic Syndrome and Nephrosis 25.0
White Male 24.4
White Female 16.1
Black Male 46.9
Black Female 21.7
Influenza and Pneumonia 22.0
White Male 24.0
White Female 20.7
Black Male 29.0
Black Female 17.8
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Age-Adjusted Death Rates* for Selected Causes of Mortality
by Race - Sex
Louisiana, 2003

Cause of Death/Race/Sex Age-adjusted Rate*
Septicemia 19.2

White Male 16.4

White Female 15.3

Black Male 36.7

Black Female 26.2
Homicide 131

White Male 55

White Female 25

Black Male 55.9

Black Female 8.1
Suicide 10.3

White Male 21.7

White Female 5.6

Black Male 6.3

Black Female 15

*Age-adjusted Rate per 100,000 2000 U.S. standard population
Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
United States Census Bureau, 2000 Census

Infant Deaths

Overview

Infant mortality encompasses all deaths that occur within the first year of life and excludes fetal deaths
(miscarriages and abortions). This measure can be a significant predictor of the health status of a
particular area, population, or nation, since it is associated with many factors, such as socioeconomic

status and access to health care.

There are several measures used to describe mortality in this age group. While infant mortality measures
deaths during the first year, neonatal mortality describes deaths occurring through the first 27 days after
birth. Other measures include post-neonatal mortality (deaths occurring from 28 days to one year after
birth), hebdomadal mortality (deaths occurring during the first seven days after birth), and perinatal

mortality (fetal deaths and infant deaths occurring during the first seven days after birth).

Infant Mortality Rates* by Race of Child
Louisiana, 2003
Post-
Number Infant Neonatal Neonatal Hebdomadal Perinatal
Race of Deaths Mortality Mortality Mortality Mortality Mortality
Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate
Total 604 9.3 5.7 3.6 45 12.7
White 237 6.4 3.9 2.5 3.0 9.1
Black 358 13.8 8.4 5.3 6.6 18.0
Other 9 5.6 3.8 1.9 3.1 9.3

*All rates, except perinatal, are per 1,000 live births. Perinatal rates are per 1,000 stillbirths + live births
Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
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Infant Mortality

In the year 2003, there were 604 deaths in Louisiana to children under one year of age, i.e., a rate of 9.3.
The infant mortality rate is defined as the number of deaths within the first year of life per 1,000 live births.
Since 1983, the infant mortality rate has seen an overall decline from 13.2 deaths per 1000 live births in
1983 to 8.9 in 2000. The national infant mortality rate in 2003 is 6.9 per 1,000 live births.

Infant Mortality Rates
Louisiana and United States, 1983-2003

Rate per 1,000 live births

0 5 10 15

W Louisiana
O United States

Year
=
[{e]
©
[{e)

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics, 2002
National Center for Health Statistics, Final Data 2003

For comparison purposes, the table below shows infant mortality rates for Louisiana and its neighboring
states. (Note: Although Louisiana’s final 2003 infant mortality rate is available and is reported in this
document, the table below uses National Center for Health Statistics final 2002 infant mortality data for all
states.) Rates for Louisiana’s neighboring states (except Texas) are above the national figure. National
ranking refers to highest Louisiana’s infant mortality rate lies in the middle of the spectrum of the

neighboring states’ rates.

Infant Mortality Rates*

Louisiana, Neighboring States, and the United States, 2002

State Rate National Ranking**
Alabama 9.1 6
Arkansas 8.3 11
Louisiana 10.3
Mississippi 10.3
Texas 6.4 33
United States 7.0 -

* Rate per 1,000 live births

** All states are ranked on a high to low basis
Source: National Center for Health Statistics, Vol 53, No. 5, page 99
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Infant mortality rates differ substantially by race. Though rates of infant deaths are decreasing across
racial groups, children born to black mothers tend to have higher death rates than those born to white
mothers. It is important to note that, beginning in the year 1989, the race of the mother is used for analysis
rather than the inferred race of the child. Accordingly, race-specific infant mortality rates prior to 1989 are
In 2003, there were 237 white, 358 black, and 9 other-race

infant deaths in Louisiana. The infant mortality rates were 6.4, 13.8, and 5.6 deaths per 1,000 race-

not comparable to the more current rates.

specific live births, respectively.

Population and Vital Statistics

irths

Rate per 1é)00 live

Infant Mortality Rates by Race

Louisiana and United States, 2003
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Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics, 2003
National Center for Health Statistics, 2000

There are geographic variations in infant mortality as well. The table below shows parish-level figures for

infant deaths in Louisiana.

Infants Deaths and Infant Mortality Rates by Parish and Race of Mother
Louisiana, 1999-2003
Mother’'s [2003 Number of Infant| 2003 Infant Mortality 1999-2003 Infant
Parish Race Deaths Rate” Mortality Rate **
State All 604 9.3 9.5
White 237 6.4 6.3
Black 358 13.8 14.1
Other 9 5.6 6.3
Acadia All 9 9.4 9.5
White 9 12.3 8.8
Black - - 121
Other - - -
Allen All ok 9.5 7.1
White ok 8.4 7.8
Black - - 2.8
Other bl 90.9 23.3
Ascension All 7 4.9 7.1
White ookl 3.7 57
Black bl 9 11.6
Other - - -
Assumption All 7 26.1 14.1
White Fkkk 12.3 8.4
Black 5 48.5 21.7
Other - - -
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Infants Deaths and Infant Mortality Rates by Parish and Race of Mother
Louisiana, 1999-2003
Mother’'s |2003 Number of Infant| 2003 Infant Mortality 1999-2003 Infant
Parish Race Deaths Rate” Mortality Rate ™
Avoyelles All b 4.5 7.6
White b 7.5 3.6
Black - - 15
Other - - -
Beauregard All ok 7.1 7.9
White b 8.2 7.2
Black - - 12
Other - - -
Bienville All il 10.4 5.2
White il 9.9 5.7
Black ookl 111 4.6
Other - - -
Bossier All 10 6.4 7.7
White 5 4.5 51
Black 5 12.5 14.9
Other - - 5.7
Caddo All 43 12 13.3
White 6 4 6
Black 37 18.4 19.2
Other - - -
Calcasieu All 22 8 9.9
White 10 5.2 7.2
Black 12 14.9 16.4
Other - - -
Caldwell All - - 15.2
White - - 14.4
Black - - 20.2
Other - - -
Cameron All - - 7.4
White - - 7.8
Black - - -
Other - - -
Catahoula All b 15.7 8.9
White il 12.3 9.5
Black ookl 21.7 8
Other - - -
Claiborne All Hkk 18.1 12.8
White ookl 14.9 13.5
Black Fkkk 20.4 12.4
Other - - -
Concordia All - - 9.8
White - - 4.8
Black - - 12.9
Other - - 71.4
Desoto All b 5.9 12.6
White b 6.3 6.5
Black Hkk 5.6 18.7
Other - - -
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Infants Deaths and Infant Mortality Rates by Parish and Race of Mother
Louisiana, 1999-2003
Mother’'s |2003 Number of Infant| 2003 Infant Mortality 1999-2003 Infant
Parish Race Deaths Rate” Mortality Rate ™
E Baton Rouge All 53 9.2 9.7
White 15 6 5.3
Black 38 12.6 13.9
Other - - 23
East Carroll All - - 11
White - - 7.8
Black - - 11.7
Other - - -
E Feliciana All Fkkk 7.7 8.3
White - - 6.6
Black ookl 15.5 10.3
Other - - -
Evangeline All Fkkx 4.2 8.9
White ook 6 5.3
Black - - 16
Other - - -
Franklin All 5 17.9 17
White i 6.5 13.6
Black Fkkk 32 21.2
Other - - -
Grant All - - 8.5
White - - 8
Black - - 12.9
Other - - -
Iberia All 12 10.7 10
White b 6.1 7.7
Black okkk 18.1 14.1
Other - - -
Iberville All i 2.2 8
White - - 7.1
Black Hhkx 3.6 8.8
Other - - -
Jackson All Hhkk 19 7.8
White - - -
Black ookl 64.5 24
Other - - -
Jefferson All 65 10.3 8
White 23 6.2 4.6
Black 37 16.6 13.6
Other 5 14.9 10.2
Jeff Davis All Fkkk 2.1 4.9
White Fkkk 2.7 52
Black - - 3.9
Other - - -
Lafayette All 28 9.5 9.3
White 15 7.8 5.7
Black 13 13.4 16.9
Other - - 3.6
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Louisiana, 1999-2003

Infants Deaths and Infant Mortality Rates by Parish and Race of Mother

Mother’'s |2003 Number of Infant| 2003 Infant Mortality 1999-2003 Infant
Parish Race Deaths Rate” Mortality Rate ™
Lafourche All 10 8.1 11
White ko 8.6 9
Black ok 7.8 19.2
Other - - 4.7
LaSalle All i 5.7 7.5
White ek 6.6 4.9
Black - - 17.2
Other - - 142.9
Lincoln All 7 12.9 7.3
White il 7 5.7
Black ookl 20.5 9.3
Other - - -
Livingston All 16 10.5 7.3
White il 8.4 6.3
Black Fkkk 49.4 20.3
Other - - 54.1
Madison All - - 10.6
White - - 7.5
Black - - 11.6
Other - - -
Morehouse All 6 14.6 12.7
White ke 10.6 10.7
Black ke 18.3 14.5
Other - - -
Natchitoches All 5 8.6 115
White ke 3.7 10.1
Black ok 13.1 12.9
Other - - -
Orleans All 78 11.3 10.2
White ok 6.9 6
Black 68 12.5 11.3
Other okkk 5 7.6
Ouachita All 26 11.6 11.8
White 6 5 8.6
Black 20 19.7 16
Other - - -
Plaquemines All Fkkx 9 6.4
White ook 10.6 6.9
Black - - 5.1
Other ok 32.3 8.2
Pointe Coupee All Fkkk 10.4 8.5
White - - 6
Black Fkkk 22.7 11.3
Other - - -
Rapides All 27 14.2 11.8
White 13 11.4 7.3
Black 14 19 19
Other - - -
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Infants Deaths and Infant Mortality Rates by Parish and Race of Mother
Louisiana, 1999-2003
Mother’'s |2003 Number of Infant| 2003 Infant Mortality 1999-2003 Infant
Parish Race Deaths Rate” Mortality Rate ™
Red River All b 12.3 15.4
White - - 11.7
Black bl 25.3 18.9
Other - - -
Richland All 6 21.4 18.5
White b 7.8 11.3
Black b 33.3 24.9
Other - - 125
Sabine All bl 8.9 104
White ookl 12.9 10.3
Black - - 13.9
Other - - -
St Bernard All ok 3.3 8.3
White il 2.7 8.1
Black Fkkk 7.8 11.7
Other - - -
St Charles All ok 6.2 5
White Fkkk 4.7 45
Black Fkkk 9.6 54
Other - - 25
St Helena All - - 6.7
White - - -
Black - - 11.3
Other - - -
St James All ool 13.9 10.6
White - - 6.3
Black b 24.2 13.3
Other - - -
St John All i 5.8 8.3
White b 6.1 5
Black b 5.6 11.6
Other - - -
St Landry All 18 135 11.4
White 8 11.3 8.4
Black 10 16.1 14.6
Other - - -
St Martin All 9 12.7 10.2
White ook 11.3 5.9
Black Fkkk 16.1 17.3
Other - - -
St Mary All i 3.9 9.4
White Fkkk 4.3 7
Black ok 35 14
Other - - -
St Tammany All 16 5.5 6.1
White b 4.9 5.2
Black Hhkk 10.1 12.4
Other - - -
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Infants Deaths and Infant Mortality Rates by Parish and Race of Mother
Louisiana, 1999-2003
Mother’'s |2003 Number of Infant| 2003 Infant Mortality 1999-2003 Infant
Parish Race Deaths Rate” Mortality Rate ™
Tangipahoa All 17 10.9 7.5
White 7 7.4 4.9
Black 10 16.5 11.7
Other - - -
Tensas All - - 12.4
White - - 14.9
Black - - 115
Other - - -
Terrebonne All 12 7.1 10.9
White il 7.4 7.6
Black ookl 6 22.1
Other il 6.7 10.3
Union All - - 5.6
White - - 3.8
Black - - 9.2
Other - - -
Vermilion All 7 9.3 9.9
White i 10.6 5.8
Black i 6 23.8
Other - - 154
Vernon All Fkkk 4 4.4
White Hhkx 5.1 2.9
Black - - 9.5
Other - - 4.2
Washington All 7 10.6 104
White b 7.4 7.1
Black ookl 16 155
Other - - -
Webster All ok 7.5 111
White b 2.9 7.8
Black ookl 16.4 16.5
Other - - -
W Baton Rouge All b 10.2 8.6
White ookl 5.7 5.6
Black ookl 16.9 13.3
Other - - -
West Carroll All Hhkx 27.4 9.2
White il 17.1 6.6
Black ookl 69 19.2
Other - - -
W Feliciana All - - 4.6
White - - -
Black - - 9.4
Other - - -
Winn All il 10.5 9.9
White ookl 8.3 3
Black ikl 14.3 22.5
Other - - -

*++* Cells suppressed to protect confidentiality.

“Rate per 1,000 live births. Very small numbers of deaths, such as those seen for 2003 infant mortality, result in rates that are
likely to fluctuate from year to year.

"*To create rates that are more stable, 1999-2003 five-year infant mortality rates have been calculated.

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
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Injury Deaths

The term “injury” includes:

a. unintentional injuries (more commonly referred to as “accidents”)
b. intentional injuries (suicides and homicides)

c. injuries in which the intent could not be determined, and

d

other - legal intervention (law enforcement), operations of war

The term excludes adverse effects of either medical care or therapeutic use of drugs.

Background

Injuries are the number one killer of children and young adults aged 1 — 44 years in Louisiana, and the
leading cause of potential life lost before age 65. Injuries leave tens of thousands of people suffering
from chronic disabilities and dramatically affect the lives of tens of thousands of others, particularly loved

ones. Almost all injuries are preventable.
Status

Louisiana exceeds the United States in overall injury death rates considerably.

Injury Mortality Rates*
United States v/s Louisiana, 2000 - 2003

United States Louisiana
Year
Number of Deaths Death Rate Number of Deaths Death Rate
2000 148,209 52.7 3,140 70.3
2001 157,078 55.1 3,109 69.6
2002 161,269 56.0 3,308 73.9
2003 - - 3,296 73.8

Data not available
'*' Rate per 100,000 residents
Source: OPH Health Statistics Data

The following tables indicate core findings of the 2003 injury mortality database from the Injury Research

and Prevention Program.

Injury Deaths by Public Health Region. Louisiana 2003
Number of Death Rate per
Demographics Injury Deaths | 100,000 Residents
State Total 3,296 73.8
Region 1 832 81.9
Region 2 395 64.7
Region 3 240 61.8
Region 4 405 72.8
Region 5 199 70.2
Region 6 206 68.7
Region 7 406 77.6
Region 8 247 70.2
Region 9 363 77.6
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Injury Deaths by Public Age Group, Gender and Race.
Louisiana 2003
Number of Death Rate per

Demographics Injury Deaths | 100,000 Residents
State Total 3,296 73.8
Age Group(Years)

<1 38 56.1

1-4 45 18.0

5-14 65 9.5
15-24 655 94.7
25-34 585 97.3
35-44 599 86.6
45 - 54 456
55-64 291 76.8
65-74 183 64.7
75 -84 212 120.9
85 &+ 167 284.6
Gender
Male 2,380 110.0
Female 916 39.7
Race
White 2,149 75.2
Black 1,110 76.4
Other 37 23.0

Source: OPH Health Statistics Data
* Public Health Region data not available in 3 deaths

Product

The Louisiana DHH/OPH EMS/INJURY PREVENTION SECTION analyzes injury data from mortality records.
Both routine and special reports are available and used for public and community program planning and
support. The section’s dissemination of this information drives policy and resource distribution decisions
and identifies emerging or special population injury events for intervention efforts. These injury mortality

data constitute a foundation for program planning, development and evaluation.
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A. INFECTIOUS DISEASES

West Nile Encephalitis
In 2002, 329 cases of West Nile (WN) illness were reported in Louisiana, including 204 cases of West
Nile neuroinvasive diseases and 125 cases of West Nile fever. Clinical presentation of neuroinvasive

diseases or of West Nile fever was confirmed serologically.

In 2003 there were 101 cases of WN virus neuroinvasive disease, a sharp decrease from the 204 cases
reported in 2002, the first year of the WN epidemic. Fifty-one cases were concentrated in one foci in
Northwestern Louisiana (including Bossier and Caddo Parishes), which were relatively spared in 2002.
The seasonal distribution was similar to that of 2002 starting in June but with a longer tail up to the third

week in December.

@ -
2 . +  West Nile Virus
1 ! ._,f/ Meuroinvasive Disease
“ ':;,?’ Louisiana 2003
'

[] 1-4 cases
P 5-10 cases
B 10 cases

Antibiotic Resistance

Hospital laboratories routinely monitor the prevalence of antibiotic-resistant infections in their facilities.
The Antibiotic Sensitivity Active Sentinel Surveillance system is Louisiana’s compilation of antibiotic-
resistance reports generated by individual hospitals. Currently, forty-three hospitals voluntarily participate
in submission of monthly lab aggregate reports documenting the percentage of infections in their facilities

from the following antibiotic-resistant bacteria:
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* Vancomycin Resistant Enterococci (VRE)

* Drug Resistant Streptococcus Pneumoniae (DRSP)

 Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus (MRSA)

The current active surveillance system includes only aggregate laboratory-based data from sentinel
reporting sites. The Infectious Diseases Epidemiology Program’s Disease Surveillance Specialists and
Surveillance Epidemiologists identify the primary laboratory contact person in each acute care facility
within their assigned regions and actively recruit new hospital lab reporting sites to participate in this
surveillance activity. Because surveillance program for antibiotic resistance is interested in tracking all
degrees of resistance, bacteria with either intermediate or total resistance have been combined in the
Table. The resistance rate for two of the three reported organisms (MRSA and DRSP) increased
between 1999 and 2003.

Active Surveillance of Antibiotic Resistance:
Percents of Resistant Bacteria.
Louisiana, 1999-2003

Year MRSA DRSP VRE
1999 33% 21% 0%
2000 38% 42% 5.0%
2001 45% 8% 4.9%
2002 33% % £.3%
2003 37% 42% £.1%

Hepatitis C

Reportable cases of Hepatitis C virus (HCV) infections consist of newly infected individuals who are
symptomatic and have elevated liver enzymes as an indicator of recent infection. According to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), it is estimated that 80,000 residents of Louisiana are
infected by HCV. Annually, 120 Louisiana residents are expected to die from hepatitis C. About 4,000
individuals (5% of those infected by hepatitis C) are candidates for a liver transplant, at a cost of
$300,000 per transplant.

There are an estimated 500 to 600 new (acute) infections each year in Louisiana. Since the early 1990s,
the state has seen a slow but steady increase of reported new hepatitis C cases. The decline in the
number of reported cases of hepatitis C that started in 2001 continued in 2002. This decline was due
most likely to a CDC-mandated change in the case definition for acute hepatitis C. Beginning in 1990, the
designation for elevated liver enzymes was established by the CDC as 2.5 times the upper limit of
normal. However, in 2001, the CDC increased the required elevation level to seven times the upper limit
of normal, thus excluding a large number of cases that previously would have been considered

reportable.
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Meningococcal Invasive Diseases
Meningococcal meningitis is an acute bacterial disease caused by Neisseria meningitidis. It is

characterized by sudden fever onset, intense headache, nausea and often vomiting, stiff neck, and rash.

During the 1990s, the number of meningitis cases in Louisiana steadily increased from a low of 30 in
1990 to a high of 74 in 2001, then again a decrease in the last 3 years. The incidence rate ranges from
0.8 to 1.6 /100,000. This incidence is similar to US incidence which is around 1/100,000 /year. Based on
capsular polysaccharide there are 5 groups of meningococci. These groups are important to consider
because of their epidemiologic, clinical and preventive importance. The 3 main groups observed in
Louisiana are B, C and Y. Group A and W135 are uncommon. This is important because the
guadrivalent vaccine available in the USA is effective only against A, C, Y and W135, thus ineffective
against B which represents about 1/3 of the cases. The seasonal trend in the number of cases shows a
high peak during the first quarter of the year (January to March) with close to 50% of the cases. The
lowest quarter is the July to September quarter. Infants 0-1 year old have the highest incidence of new
cases (10/100,000 cases/year). The incidence decreases to reach a low plateau around 1.5 from ages 5
to 19, then decrease again to a low of 0.4 in the 40-49 age group and rises slowly in the older age group
(1.1 in the older than 70 group).

Shigellosis

Shigellosis or bacterial dysentery is acute infectious enteritis of humans due to Shigella. It has a human
reservoir and is transmitted via the fecal-oral route. 99% of Shigella isolates come from stools. The
peaks and troughs observed in trends of Shigella infections are mainly driven by the number of cases in
children. There is a slight rise in incidence in young adults, then a decline until rates stabilize in middle

age.

Vibriosis

Vibrios are gram-negative, curved, rod-shaped bacteria that are natural inhabitants of the marine
environment. In the United States, transmission of Vibrio infections is primarily through the consumption
of raw or undercooked shellfish or exposure of wounds to warm seawater. The most common clinical
presentation of Vibrio infection is self-limited gastroenteritis, but wound infections and primary septicemia
also may occur. Patients with liver disease are at a particularly high risk for significant morbidity and
mortality associated with these infections. Many cases of Vibrio-associated gastroenteritis are under-
recognized because most clinical laboratories do not routinely use the selective medium, thiosulfate-
citrate-bile salts-sucrose (TCBS) agar, for processing of stool specimens unless they are specifically

requested to do so.
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Early detection and initiation of treatment of these infections is very important, particularly for cholera and

invasive Vibrio infections, because these infections may rapidly progress to death.

The numbers of cases of reported Vibrio infections have remained fairly stable over the past twenty
years, ranging from twenty to fifty cases per year, with a slight increase from year to year. There are
several species of Vibrios, some increasing in reported numbers over time and others decreasing in
numbers. The most common Vibrio species observed in reported cases in Louisiana is V. para-
hemolyticus (24%), followed by V. vulnificus (24%), V. cholerae non O1 (21%) and all other Vibrios. (All

other Vibrios include V. algino-lyticus, V. damse-lae, V. fluvialis, V. hollisae and V.mimicus.)

Vibrio parahemolyticus

Consumption of crustacean and molluscan shellfish commonly has been implicated in the transmission of
V. parahaemolyticus. Raw oysters are the primary source of ingestion-associated V. parahaemolyticus
infection. A review of infections between 1988 and 1997 found that 88% of patients with V.
parahaemolyticus gastroenteritis and 91% of patients with V. parahaemolyticus primary septicemia and
known food history, reported eating raw oysters. Studies indicate that the infectious dose of V.
parahaemolyticus is about 100,000 viable cells ingested. The number of reported cases of V.

parahemolyticus has remained stable over the years.

Vibrio Vulnificus

V. vulnificus is the most important pathogenic Vibrio in the U. S. because of its invasiveness and the high
fatality rates associated with infection. It was first identified and described by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) in 1976 and has become the leading cause of seafood-associated deaths
in the United States.

In a review of V. vulnificus infections in the U.S., 96% of patients with primary septicemia consumed raw
oysters within seven days before symptom onset. All follow-ups (trace-backs) with complete information,
implicated oysters harvested in the Gulf of Mexico; 89% were harvested in seawater warmer than 22°C

(71.6°F). All clinical syndromes of V. vulni-ficus are more common during the warmer months.

Among the 422 culture-confirmed V. vulnificus infections on the Gulf Coast reported to the CDC through
the Vibrio Surveillance System between 1988 and 1996:

o 45% were classified as wound infections
o 43% as primary septicemia
e 5% as gastroenteritis

e 7% were from other, or unknown sites of infection
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There has been a steady increase in the number of V.vulnificus cases reported every year.

This increase is probably due to increased awareness and an increase in the susceptible population
(those with liver disease, hemo-chromatosis, diabetes, cancers - particularly those on chemo or radio-
therapy, leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s, immune suppression such as HIV, long term steroid use,

alcoholism, chronic kidney disease and the elderly population).

66% of Vibrio vulnificus cases had underlying conditions prior to illness onset, with the most frequently
reported underlying conditions including liver disease (41%), alcoholism (22%) and heart disease (37%).
12% consumed oysters including 10% consuming raw oysters. 44% were wound infections. These
wound infections may be a result of sustaining a wound in salty or brackish water. An infection could also

occur in a pre-existing wound being exposed to salty or brackish water or seafood drippings.

Other Non-Cholerae Vibrios
The increase in reported numbers of other non-cholerae Vibrios is attributed to better awareness among

medical providers and laboratory testing.

V. alginolyticus is a halophilic Vibrio, first recognized as being pathogenic in humans in 1973. Wound
infections account for 71% of V. alginolyticus infections; ear infections are also seen with this organism.
Gastroenteritis is thought to be a rare presentation of V. alginolyticus infection. Other clinical syndromes
reported in association with V. alginolyticus infection include chronic diarrhea in a patient with AIDS,
.conjunctivitis and post-traumatic intracranial infection. Resistance to tetracycline and chloramphenicol
has been reported in a few isolates of V. alginolyticus, but all strains appear to be sensitive to

ciprofloxacin.

V. mimicus is a non-halophilic Vibrio named according to its similarity to V. cholerae. V. mimicus can

cause sporadic episodes of acute gastroenteritis and ear infections.

V. fluvialis is a halophilic Vibrio, first identified in Bahrain in 1975, in a patient with diarrhea. It is
biochemically similar to Aero-monas hydrophila but can be differentiated from this organism by its ability
to grow well on media containing 6%-7% sodium chloride. The largest series of V. fluvialis infections
involved 500 patients in Bangladesh, half of whom were young children. In that series, patients
presented with diarrhea (100% with 75% bloody diarrhea), vomiting (97%), abdominal pain (75%),

dehydration (67%) and fever (35%). V. fluvialis rarely causes wound infections or primary septicemia.

Photobacterium damsela (formerly Vibrio damsela) is a halophilic gram-negative bacillus similar to V.

vulnificus. It strictly causes soft tissue infections following exposure of wounds to brackish water or injury
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by saltwater animals. P. damsela infections can be fulminant and frequently are fatal even in immuno-
competent hosts. Of the sixteen cases of P. damsela infection reported between 1982 and 1996, four

were fatal.

V. hollisae is a halophilic Vibrio, first described in 1982. It most commonly causes gastroenteritis. V.
hollisae is difficult to isolate, since it grows poorly on selective TCBS media and it needs to be isolated
from colonies on a blood agar plate. V. hollisae septicemia and wound infections have been reported but

are rare.

Vibrio Cholerae Non-O1

Vibrio cholerae is classified in groups according to its somatic antigen O.

Non-O1 are found in surface waters (freshwater rivers, ocean) throughout the world. The infection is
acquired by ingesting heavily contaminated water or food (raw or poorly cooked seafood, especially
oysters, clams, shrimp or crabs). Small outbreaks are some-times reported. These infections usually
occur in individuals with increased susceptibility to infections: immunocompromised individuals with

gastric disease (low gastric acidity) or liver disease.

V. cholerae non-01 can produce a wide range of symptoms: asymptomatic infections, simple diarrhea, or
severe diarrheal disease. Some isolates are capable of producing a toxin indistinguishable from
V.cholerae O1l. Diarrhea and simple enteritis is the most common clinical picture. Approximately a

guarter of infected patients have bloody stools. lliness usually is self-limiting and requires no treatment.

Age, Gender, and Race Distribution

Since the distribution is similar for all Vibrio cases, the following discussion describes all Vibrio species

combined.
The age group distribution shows an increase in Vibrio cases in older age groups, an expected finding

since adults and older people are the most common consumers of raw seafood and therefore, comprise

most of the high risk population group.
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B. TUBERCULOSIS

Background

Pulmonary tuberculosis (TB) occurs as a result of infection of the lungs with an organism named
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, which infected persons may transmit by coughing. If untreated, a pulmonary
TB case may infect others who breathe in the organisms expelled by the infected person. Infection is not

limited to the lungs as it can also occur in other regions of the body.

Due to the danger of contagion, individuals who have been exposed to TB should be identified and
evaluated. A simple skin test is used to determine if the exposed person has been infected. If the skin
test and evaluation reveal that the person has been infected, a course of preventive therapy may be
prescribed to protect against progression from TB infection to TB disease. Preventive therapy generally

consists of six months of therapy with a single anti-TB drug called isoniazid hydrazide (INH).

Treatment of TB disease requires an initial course of four anti-tuberculosis drugs. Length of treatment for
TB disease is usually six months, but may vary due to the severity of illness or the presence of other
factors, such as the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV). Due to the potentially great public health
impact of this infectious disease, and because of the intricacy of the therapy (i.e., length of treatment and
number of medications involved), a practice called Directly Observed Therapy (DOT) is employed to
assist the patient with his or her therapy and assure completion. With DOT, trained field staff or medical

personnel monitor the efficacy of treatment and the patient’s compliance with the treatment regimen.
2004 Status

Louisiana reported 249 cases of TB in the year 2004, for a case rate of 5.5 per 100,000 population. This
represents only a 4% decrease from the year 2003 figure of 260 cases (5.8 cases per 100,000

population). This is still above the 2002 case rate. The natural decline of tuberculosis is 6% a year.

Tuberculosis Case Counts
Louisiana, 2000-2004
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
332 294 230 260 249

Source: Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public
Health, Tuberculosis Program

In 2004, Louisiana’s state ranking for TB case rates (i.e., cases per 100,000) was the tenth highest in the
nation. The state’s year 2004 rate was similar to those in neighboring states but was significantly higher
than the national rate of 4.9 per 100,000, which declined from 2003 to 2004 by 3.9%.
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Drug-resistant TB continues to be a problem in Louisiana.

Tuberculosis Cases and Rates*
Louisiana and Neighboring States, 2004
State Number of Case Rate
Cases
Alabama 211 4.7
Arkansas 132 4.8
Louisiana 249 5.5
Mississippi 119 4.1
Texas 1,683 7.5
United States 14,511 4.9

*Rate per 100,000 population

Source: Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public
Health, Tuberculosis Program

National Tuberculosis Surveillance System, Division of Tuberculosis

Elimination, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Provisional 2002

data.

Morbidity

In 2004 one case of multi-drug-resistant

tuberculosis (MDR-TB) was reported, while the incidence of INH resistant TB rose to 4.6% (the

recommended threshold for initiating a four-drug anti-TB regimen for new (or suspected) cases of TB is

4%).

As shown in the following graph, a decrease in the number of reported cases of TB in Louisiana was

observed in children (below age 15 years), and over 65. The increase occurred in 24 to 44 and 45 to 64

age groups.

Age group (years)

Counts of Tuberculosis by Age Group.
Louisiana, 1999-2004
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Louisiana Tuberculosis Cases and Rates
By Region and Parish, 2004
State Total = 249
State Case Rate = 5.5 per 100,000
Region/Parish Cases Rate/100,000
Region 1 85 8.2
Jefferson 27 5.9
Orleans 55 115
Plaguemines 1 3.7
St Bernard 2 3.0
Region 2 15 25
Ascension 1 1.4
East Baton Rouge 13 3.2
East Feliciana 1 4.7
Iberville 0 0.0
Pointe Coupee 0 0.0
West Baton Rouge 0 0.0
West Feliciana 0 0.0
Region 3 21 5.3
Assumption 1 4.2
Lafourche 5 5.5
St Charles 2 4.0
St James 0 0.0
St John 3 6.9
St Mary 3 51
Terrebonne 7 6.5
Region 4 25 4.6
Acadia 1 1.7
Evangeline 2 5.7
Iberia 4 5.3
Lafayette 9 47
St Landry 5 5.8
St Martin 3 6.2
Vermilion 1 1.9
Region 5 13 6.0
Allen 0 0.0
Beauregard 0 0.0
Calcasieu 11 6.0
Cameron 0 0.0
Jefferson Davis 2 6.2
Region 6 5 1.6
Avoyelles 0 0.0
Catahoula 0 0.0
Concordia 0 0.0
Grant 0 0.0
LaSalle 0 0.0
Rapides 5 3.9
Vernon 0 0.0
Winn 0 0.0
Region 7 41 7.9
Bienville 0 0.0
Bossier 6 6.3
Caddo 30 12.1
Claiborne 0 0.0
DeSoto 2 7.8
Natchitoches 1 2.6
Red River 0 0.0
Sabine 0 0.0
Webster 2 4.6
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Louisiana Tuberculosis Cases and Rates
By Region and Parish, 2004
State Total = 249
State Case Rate = 5.5 per 100,000
Region/Parish Cases Rate/100,000
Region 8 25 6.9
Caldwell 0 0.0
East Carroll 0 0.0
Franklin 1 4.4
Jackson 1 6.3
Lincoln 4 9.4
Madison 2 15.3
Morehouse 4 12.4
Ouachita 9 6.0
Richland 1 47
Tensas 1 14.7
Union 2 8.9
West Carroll 0 0.0
Region 9 19 4.4
Livingston 2 2.2
St Helena 0 0.0
St Tammany 11 5.7
Tangipahoa 4 4.0
Washington 2 4.4

Source: Louisiana, Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health,

Tuberculosis Program
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C. SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES

Overview

Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) are hidden epidemics of enormous health and economic
consequence in the United States. They are hidden because many Americans are reluctant to address
sexual health issues in an open way and because of the biologic and social characteristics of these
diseases. All Americans have an interest in STD prevention because all communities are impacted by
STDs and all individuals directly or indirectly pay for the costs of these diseases. STDs are public health
problems that lack easy solutions because they are rooted in human behavior and fundamental societal
problems. Indeed, there are many obstacles to effective prevention efforts. The first hurdle will be to
confront the reluctance of American society to openly confront issues surrounding sexuality and STDs.

STD Rates* and National Rankings**
Louisiana, 2000-2004
Primary and
Secondary Syphilis Gonorrhea Chlamydia
Year Rate Rank Rate Rank Rate Rank
2000 4.8 8 302.9 2 408.2 3
2001 4.0 8 291.0 1 423.0 4
2002 3.4 8 255.0 1 412.9 4
2003 4.1 3 264.4 1 467.8 2
2004 7.4 - 236.9 - 491.3

* Rate per 100,000 Population, Census 2000

** States ranked from highest to lowest disease incidence. Nationwide ranks for 2004 currently not available.

Sources: Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health, STD Control Program 2004
Centers for Disease Control and Infection, STD Surveillance  Report 2003

Syphilis

Syphilis infections are caused by Treponema pallidum, a spirochete (bacterium). The primary stage of
the disease is characterized by a painless, indurated ulcer that appears at the site(s) of exposure in about
21 days (range of 10-90 days), and lasts from 1 to 5 weeks. The secondary stage, which usually appears
1 to 5 weeks after the primary ulcer has healed, is characterized by skin rash, mucous patches, and
condylomata lata (fluid-secreting skin eruptions), sometimes accompanied by generalized
lymphadenopathy, headache, and fever. The latent stage is defined as any interval following the primary

stage during which the infected individual has no clinical signs or symptoms.

Syphilis, a genital ulcerative disease, facilitates the transmission of HIV and may be important in
contributing to HIV transmission in those parts of the country where rates of both infections are high.
Untreated early syphilis in pregnant women results in perinatal death in up to 40% of cases and, if
acquired during the four years preceding pregnancy, may lead to infection of the fetus in over 70% of

cases.
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Louisiana had the third highest rate of primary and secondary (P&S) syphilis nationwide in the year 2003.
Although the rate of P&S syphilis in the United States declined by 89.7% during 1990-2000, the rate of
P&S syphilis remained unchanged between 2000 and 2001 and increased in 2002 and 2003. Overall
increases in rates during 2001-2003 were observed only among men.

In Louisiana, there were 330 reported cases of P&S syphilis cases for the year 2004. In comparison with
the number of reported cases of P&S syphilis cases in the year 2003 (192 cases), the number of reported
cases increased by 71.9% in 2004.

Early Syphilis (Primary, Secondary, and Early Latent) Rates* by Sex and Race
Louisiana, 2000-2004

White Blacks Other
Year Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Females Total
2000 2.0 3.0 2.0 32.0 26.0 28.0 0.0 2.0 1.0
2001 2.0 1.0 2.0 27.0 23.0 25.0 0.0 5.0 2.0
2002 0.9 11 1.0 22.2 19.3 20.7 3.7 25 31
2003 1.9 15 1.7 23.6 21.6 225 1.2 1.3 12
2004 3.3 2.4 2.8 42.3 33.8 37.8 9.4 3.2 6.3

* Rate per 100,000 Population, Census 2000
Source: Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health, STD Control Program 2003

The Louisiana incidence rate for primary and secondary syphilis for 2004 was 7.3 per 100,000 population,
while the latest national rate available (year 2003) was 2.5. The 2004 Louisiana P&S syphilis rate is 2.9
times higher than the 2003 national P&S syphilis rate. The Healthy People 2010 rate objective for primary

and secondary syphilis is 0.2.

Primary and Secondary Syphilis Rates
Louisiana, Neighboring States, and United States, 1999-2003

State 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alabama 4.6 2.8 3.2 3.4 25
Arkansas 3.4 4.1 1.8 1.3 1.9
Louisiana * 7 4.8 3.9 3.4 4.1
Mississippi 7 4.9 4.9 1.7 1.4
Texas 2.4 2 2.3 2.8 3
United States 2.4 2.2 2.2 2.4 25

Gonorrhea
Infections by Neisseria gonorrhoeae may be symptomatic or asymptomatic, and may include genital,

anorectal, and/or pharyngeal infections.
In the year 2004, 10,587 cases of gonorrhea were reported in Louisiana with a corresponding rate of

235.5 cases per 100,000 population. In comparison with the number of reported cases for the year 2003,

in the year 2004 there was a 10.2 % decline in the rates. The rate among males was 231.8 per 100,000
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population and the rate among females was 236.3 per 100,000 population in year 2004. The male rate for
year 2004 declined by 11.4% when compared to the year 2003, while the female rate declined by 10.0%.
The numbers of reported cases were 4,346 among black males, 272 for white males, and 11 for other
males. The numbers of reported cases among black females were 4013, white females were 597, and
others were 26. Blacks had the highest rate and reported cases, nearly 90% of total reported cases were
among blacks.

Gonorrhea Rates* by Sex and Race
Louisiana, 2000-2004

White Black Other
Year Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Females Total
2000 22.0 39.0 31.0 1019.0 780.0 892.0 22.0 32.0 27.0
2001 23.0 40.0 31.0 929.0 727.0 821.0 17.0 46.0 32.0
2002 21.1 45.7 33.7 702.7 598.6 648.2 8.6 15.1 11.8
2003 23.0 41.0 32.4 697.2 567.7 628.7 29.6 33.8 31.7
2004 19.2 40.5 30.0 633.2 520.1 537.3 18.9 44.5 317

* Rate per 100,000 Population, Census 2000
Source: Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health, STD Control Program 2003

The Louisiana incidence rate of gonorrhea for 2004 was 235.5 per 100,000 population, while the most
recent national rate available (year 2003) was 116.2. The 2004 Louisiana gonorrhea rate was 2.0 times
higher than the 2003 national gonorrhea rate. The Healthy People 2010 objective for gonorrhea is to
reduce the rate to 19.0 per 100,000 population.

Gonorrhea Rates
Louisiana, Neighboring States, and United States, 1999-2003
State 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Alabama 249.2 276.0 251.4 227.5 207.4
Arkansas 126.4 142.7 172.2 171.5 156.9
Louisiana * 301.7 302.9 274.2 254.8 264.4
Mississippi 376.0 332.9 272.8 241.7 220.4
Texas 164.2 164.2 144.0 1294 112.9
United States 132.0 131.6 128.5 125.0 116.2

Chlamydia
Infection caused by Chlamydia trachomatis is among the most prevalent STDs in the United States.
Therapy is commonly based on the clinical syndrome, and is often administered simultaneously with

treatment for gonorrhea.

Chlamydia trachomatis infection is the most commonly reported notifiable disease in Louisiana and the
United States. It is among the most prevalent of all STDs and, since 1994, has comprised the largest
proportion of all STDs reported to CDC. In 2004, 21,954 Chlamydia cases were reported to the Louisiana

STD Control Program from Nine Health Regions. This count corresponds to a rate of 488.3 cases per
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100,000 population, an increase of 5.4% compared with the rate of 463.4 in 2003. The numbers of
reported cases of Chlamydia infections in females was 17,628 to a corresponding rate of 761.8 per
100,000 female population (Figure 2). The number of reported cases for males was 4,045 with a
corresponding rate of 185.4 per 100,000 male population (Figure 2). In 2004 the number of reported
cases for females was 4.4 times higher than those for males. The rate of Chlamydia infection among
black females was 1509.4 per 100,000 black female population, while that among white females was
166.1 per 100,000 white female population, and 140.7 per 100,000 female Asian/Pacific Islanders and
American Indian/Alaskan Natives population. The rate for black females was 9 times higher than the rate

for white females and 10.8 times higher than the rate for other females.

Chlamydia Rates* by Sex and Race
Louisiana, 2000-2004

White Black Other
Year Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Females Total
2000 27.0 140.0 85.0 518.0 1477.0 1031.0 12.0 115.0 63.0
2001 28.0 145.0 88.0 457.0 1539.0 1035.0 22.0 90.0 56.0
2002 30.0 150.1 91.5 403.7 1392.0 927.7 17.2 65.4 41.0
2003 29.8 157.3 94.9 401.3 1397.7 928.7 42.0 207.5 124.8
2004 32.6 166.1 100.7 437.5 1509.4 1004.8 24.1 140.3 82.3

* Rate per 100,000 Population, Census 2000
Source: Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health, STD Control Program 2004

Chlamydia Rates
Louisiana, Neighboring States, and United States, 1999-2003

State 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Alabama 283.2 350.7 326.6 351.0 316.7
Arkansas 229.9 243.8 272.3 2735 289.9
Louisiana * 380.5 408.2 399.2 412.7 467.8
Mississippi 417.0 458.6 414.6 414.8 424.6

Texas 314.1 343.3 334.5 333.4 317.7

United States 251.6 257.5 278.3 296.5 304.3

Sexually Transmitted Disease Rates” by Parish
Louisiana, 2004
Parish Early Syphilis Gonorrhea Chlamydia
(Primary, Secondary,
And Early Latent)

State Total 14.4 235.6 488.4
Acadia 3.4 185.2 441.7
Allen 0.0 55.0 157.2
Ascension 8.3 138.3 328.9
Assumption 4.3 162.5 406.2
Avoyelles 14.4 163.9 352.0
Beauregard 3.0 51.5 157.6
Bienville 0.0 222.2 469.8
Bossier 2.0 242.1 579.8
Caddo 6.4 576.6 961.3
Calcasieu 1.1 131.3 345.9
Caldwell 0.0 85.2 303.0
Cameron 0.0 10.0 110.1
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Sexually Transmitted Disease Rates” by Parish
Louisiana, 2004
Parish Early Syphilis Gonorrhea Chlamydia
(Primary, Secondary,
And Early Latent)

Catahoula 0.0 119.1 311.4
Claiborne 0.0 243.3 445.1
Concordia 5.1 266.7 479.1
DeSoto 0.0 345.2 874.7
East Baton Rouge 58.2 304.5 569.5
East Carroll 0.0 254.8 774.9
East Feliciana 85.3 140.5 402.6
Evangeline 2.9 160.9 420.5
Franklin 0.0 221.0 324.5
Grant 0.0 123.0 299.5
Iberia 8.1 359.0 490.0
Iberville 18.3 249.1 441.2
Jackson 6.6 149.4 292.3
Jefferson 6.4 140.3 351.3
Jefferson Davis 0.0 1145 210.0
Lafayette 27.8 2702.7 5531.4
Lafourche 0.0 68.8 179.5
LaSalle 0.0 6.7 32.2

Lincoln 0.0 289.4 588.1
Livingston 18.6 61.0 165.6
Madison 0.0 167.5 830.4
Morehouse 6.5 432.0 612.5
Natchitoches 2.6 284.0 783.0
Orleans 29.2 485.9 890.1
OQuachita 4.1 247.9 489.6
Plaquemines 10.7 104.7 250.4
Pointe Coupee 26.6 96.7 386.6
Rapides 3.1 170.2 353.8
Red River 0.0 249.4 789.9
Richland 0.0 185.9 376.5
Sabine 0.0 81.0 238.7
St. Bernard 7.6 75.9 159.2
St. Charles 2.0 160.2 428.5
St. Helena 126.1 57.0 199.5
St. James 4.7 117.8 575.0
St. John 4.5 137.1 425.2
St. Landry 6.7 258.8 474.3
St. Martin 16.0 216.1 374.6
St. Mary 0.0 185.1 469.2
St. Tammany 3.4 51.8 190.8
Tangipahoa 12.6 182.9 507.0
Tensas 0.0 196.4 513.8
Terrebonne 2.8 165.6 490.9
Union 4.4 114.0 197.3
Vermilion 5.5 68.8 204.4
Vernon 0.0 127.5 428.3
Washington 2.3 184.4 368.8
Webster 0.0 217.5 411.2
West Baton Rouge 36.8 115.7 305.5
West Carroll 8.2 32.5 211.1
West Feliciana 13.1 92.7 225.0
Winn 0.0 130.2 207.2

“Rates per 100,000 Population, Census 2000
Source: Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals Office of Public Health, STD Control Program 2004
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D. HIV/AIDS

Background

Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) is caused by the human immunodeficiency virus, or HIV.
People infected with HIV can develop many health problems, including extreme weight loss, severe
pneumonia, cancer, and damage to the nervous system; these illnesses signal the onset of AIDS. The
time at which symptoms first begin to appear varies from person to person. In some people, these
illnesses may develop within a year or two, while others may remain asymptomatic for 10 years or more.
Although recent advances in treatment have significantly slowed the progression from HIV to AIDS and
from AIDS to death, there is still no cure for the disease. This means that the most effective way to curb
the HIV/AIDS epidemic is through the prevention of HIV infections, provision of HIV prevention

interventions, and improved access to treatment and other services for persons living with HIV/AIDS.

The HIV/AIDS epidemic continues to greatly impact public health in Louisiana and will make growing
demands on health and social service systems for many decades. The lifetime medical cost for caring for
a person with AIDS is approximately $200,000 - most of which is paid for by the government. Every year,

new infections obligate Louisiana to approximately $120 million in future medical costs.
Summary

As of December 31, 2003, there were 15,326 persons reported to be living with HIV/AIDS in Louisiana. In

2003 alone, 915 new AIDS cases and 1,106 new HIV cases were diagnosed.

There are persons living with HIV/AIDS in every parish in Louisiana. New cases of HIV/AIDS were
detected in 56 of Louisiana’s 64 parishes in 2003. The HIV detection rate among black persons remains
disproportionately high. In 2003, 74% of newly diagnosed HIV/AIDS cases and 73% of newly diagnosed
AIDS cases were among black persons. The 2003 HIV detection rate for black persons was over six
times higher than that of white persons.

In 2003, the largest proportion of cases detected (42%) was attributed to men who have sex with men
(MSM), after adjusting for unreported risk. For black persons, high-risk heterosexual activity has
remained the leading exposure category, while, among white persons, the predominant exposure to HIV
is among MSM.

Both new AIDS diagnoses and AIDS-related mortality began to decline dramatically in the mid-1990s,
coinciding with the emergence of more effective treatments. However, from 1999 to 2003, the estimated
number of deaths among persons with AIDS remained relatively stable. The number of new AIDS cases
increased in 2000 for the first time since the introduction of new drug therapies.
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2003 Status

New highly active antiretroviral therapies (HAART) have been shown to be effective in treating HIV
infection. These new therapies have delayed the progression from HIV to AIDS and from AIDS to death
among many people infected with the virus. However, due to factors such as late testing, limited access
to or use of health care services, and limitations of current therapies for some people, AIDS cases are

increasing.

In the year 2003, Louisiana ranked sixth highest in reported AIDS case rates nationwide, a slight
decrease from fifth highest in the year 2002. The state ranked eleventh in the number of new AIDS cases
reported in the United States for the year 2003, down from tenth in the previous year. Louisiana’s AIDS

case rate continues to be higher than the rates of neighboring states.

New HIV/AIDS Cases Detected
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Source: Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health, HIV/AIDS Program
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AIDS Cases and Rates
Louisiana, Neighboring States, and United States, 2000-2003
2002 2003 Cumulative Totals
State Cases | Rate/100,000 | Cases | Rate/100,000 Cases Children Total
less than 13
Alabama 433 9.7 472 10.5 7,531 76 7,607
Arkansas 239 8.8 188 6.9 3,543 38 3,581
Louisiana 1163 26 1041 23.2 15,519 134 15,653
Mississippi 436 15.2 508 17.6 5,742 57 5,799
Texas 3076 14.2 3,379 15.3 62,592 391 62,983
United States 42336 14.7 | 43,704 15 863,702 8,927 872,629

Source: CDC HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report (Vol. 15, No. 1)
*The cumulative total includes all cases of AIDS reported to the health departments from 1984 (when AIDS became reportable) through
December 31, 2003.

In Louisiana, the New Orleans area had the highest number of HIV/AIDS cases detected in 2003. During
the past 5 years, the Baton Rouge region has had the highest HIV/AIDS detection rate (number of new
cases per 100,000 population). However, in 2003 the New Orleans and Baton Rouge regions had the
same HIV/AIDS detection rate (number of cases per population of the region). Among the large cities in
the nation, the metropolitan Baton Rouge area ranked 8th and the metropolitan New Orleans area ranked
11th in AIDS case rates in 2003.

Persons Living with HIV/AIDS

The number of persons living with HIV/AIDS continues to increase in Louisiana each year. In 2003,
15,326 persons in Louisiana were known to be living with HIV/AIDS. These numbers reflect only those
persons who were confidentially tested and reported to the state Department of Health and Hospitals, and
should be considered a minimum estimate of the total number of persons infected with HIV in Louisiana.
As the number of persons living with HIV continues to increase, more resources will need to be directed
toward programs and services that address primary and secondary prevention, early detection, and

effective treatment.

Currently, there are persons living with HIV/AIDS in every parish in Louisiana. As of the end of 2003, 14
parishes out of 64 (22%) had greater than 300 persons living with HIV per 100,000 members of the
population. The HIV/AIDS Program has funded community-based organizations in every region of the
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state to deliver HIV prevention programs to persons at high-risk and to provide services for persons living
with HIV/AIDS.

Persons Living with HIV/AIDS by Parish
Louisiana, 2003
Parish Persons Living with HIV/AIDS | Parish Persons Living with HIV/AIDS
Statewide 15,326 Region VI 687
Avoyelles 153
Region | 6,744 Catahoula 26
Jefferson 1232 Concordia 28
Orleans 5375 Grant 25
Plaguemines 25 La Salle 9
St. Bernard 112 Rapides 318
Vernon 55
Region Il 3,203 Winn 73
Ascension 103
East Baton Rouge 2449 Region VII 1,060
East Feliciana 111 Bienville 19
Iberville 259 Bossier 124
Pointe Coupee 41 Caddo 704
West Baton Rouge 83 Claiborne 74
West Feliciana 157 De Soto 31
Natchitoches 50
Region Il 465 Red River 6
Assumption 19 Sabine 18
Lafourche 72 Webster 34
St. Charles 63
St. James 43 Region VIII 716
St. John the Baptist 64 Caldwell 7
St. Mary 63 East Carroll 31
Terrebonne 141 Franklin 11
Jackson 12
Region IV 981 Lincoln 43
Acadia 64 Madison 50
Evangeline 41 Morehouse 39
Iberia 75 Ouachita 414
Lafayette 492 Richland 52
St. Landry 177 Tensas 26
St. Martin 67 Union 20
Vermilion 65 West Carroll 11
Region V 786 Region IX 684
Allen 197 Livingston 102
Beauregard 42 St. Helena 9
Calcasieu 492 St. Tammany 244
Cameron 4 Tangipahoa 170
Jefferson Davis 51 Washington 159

Source: Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health, HIV/AIDS Program
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Shifts in the Epidemic

In keeping with national trends, Louisiana has seen a shift over the last decade in the HIV/AIDS epidemic,
with an increasing proportion of cases among women, minorities, and high-risk heterosexuals. The
percentage of persons in the state living with HIV/AIDS who likely contracted their infection through

heterosexual contact increased from 12% in 1993 to an estimated 21% in 2003.

Black persons continue to be disproportionately impacted by HIV/AIDS. In 2003, 74% of newly detected
HIV/AIDS cases in Louisiana were among black persons, who comprise only 32% of the total state
population. The 2003 HIV detection rate among black persons was over six times higher than the rate

among white persons, and three and a half times higher than the rate among hispanic persons.

The percentage of women in Louisiana living with HIV/AIDS has increased from 11.3% in 1990 to 28% in
2003. Furthermore, the percentage of newly detected HIV/AIDS cases reported among women in the
state has been increasing steadily. In 1990, 18% of all newly detected cases were among women; this
percentage has steadily increased to 34% in 2003. Black women accounted for 85% of all new HIV/AIDS

cases among women in 2003.

Newly-detected HIV/AIDS Cases, by Demographics and Exposure Group
Louisiana, 1996-2003

Year 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Total Cases 1,586 1,575 1,341 1,320 1,250 1,212 1,262 1,106

Sex
Male 1,132 1,111 925 936 852 787 871 732
Female 454 464 416 384 398 425 391 374

Race
Black 1,113 1,104 971 965 901 882 932 822
White 430 427 334 319 312 290 301 239
Other 42 40 36 35 36 37 26 45
Unknown 1 4 0 1 1 3 3 0

Exposure Group

Cases with Specified Risk 1074 989 824 708 647 589 643 523
MSM * 40% 38% 41% 41% 44% 45% 49% 49%
IDU * 28% 27% 26% 25% 21% 20% 19% 18%
MSM & IDU 8% 8% 5% % 5% 5% 4% 3%
HRH * 22% 25% 26% 24% 26% 27% 28% 28%
Transf/Hemo * 1% 1% 1% 2% 2% <1% 1% 0%
Perinatal 2% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 2% 1%

* MSM: Men who have Sex with Men; IDU: Injection Drug Users; HRH: High Risk Heterosexual; Transf/Hemo: ransfusion/Transplant/Hemophiliac
Source: Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health, HIV/AIDS Program
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Perinatal HIV Transmission

Despite the increasing number of women infected with HIV, the percentage of pediatric HIV/AIDS cases
(children diagnosed when younger than 13 years of age) has been decreasing in recent years. Perinatal
transmission rates dropped dramatically from 18% of all births to HIV infected mothers in 1994 to less
than 5% in 2002. However, perinatal transmission rates remain higher in Louisiana than in other
southern states that collect these data. This decline is credited to greater screening for HIV as a part of
prenatal care, improved treatment protocols for HIV-infected pregnant women, and increased use of
antiretroviral therapy during pregnancy, delivery, and for the exposed infants. The OPH HIV/AIDS
Program Perinatal Prevention Program continues to work with medical centers and providers around the
state to reinforce the importance of offering HIV counseling and testing to all pregnant women, to
encourage early diagnosis and treatment for HIV-infected pregnant women, and to promote appropriate

testing and treatment of exposed children.
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E. CANCER
1998-2002 Status

According to the American Cancer Society, one in every four deaths in the United States is attributable to
cancer. Although more people are surviving cancer now than ever before, this trend is not true for all

groups. Survival rates vary according to race, age group, and type of cancer.

Five Most Common Cancers
Louisiana, 1998—2002
(Five-Year Case Counts - Invasive Cases Only)
Type Number of Cases

All Cancers 100,843
Lung 16,973
Prostate 15,695
Breast 14,630
Colon & Rectum 12,388
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 3,768

Source: Louisiana Tumor Registry

Cancer presents in different forms and is associated with a variety of risk factors. Several common forms

of cancer can be either prevented or diagnosed early enough to prevent spread to other organs.

The National Cancer Institute estimates that tobacco use accounts for 30% of cancer deaths with dietary
factors and sedentary lifestyle ac